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The Feast of the Holy Innocents 

December 29, 2020 

Six Thirty o’clock 

A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is 
weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no 
more.  

Litany of Complaint  

Each worshiper should adopt the posture most helpful to the full expression of his or her grief.  

Leader:  Hear the cries of your people, oh God.  
People:  We will lament and not hold back. We will refuse to be comforted until we 
have made known to you our sorrow. We are bereft.  
Leader:  Our souls cleave to the dust.  
People:  Our eyes are wasted with grief. We are drenched with tears. Our hearts melt 
like wax.  
Leader:  Our souls melt away for sorrow.  
People:  We are poured out like water. Our bodies are racked.  
Leader:  Our eyes have failed for watching for your promise.  
People:  When will you comfort us? 
Leader:  We open our mouths and pant in pain.  
People:  Why do you stand so far off, 0 Lord, and hide yourself in time of trouble?  
Leader:  Our eyes shed streams of tears.  
People:  Our indignation consumes us.  
Leader:  We cry out to you.  
People:  We grow weary with our groaning.  
Leader:  Early in the morning we call to you.  
People:  Let our cry come before you, oh Lord. Deliver us according to your promise 
of mercy.  

A brief silence is kept.  

Leader:  Oh Lord, we wait for you.  
People:  More than sentries wait for the morning, our souls wait for you alone. 

Silence may be kept 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray: Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who 
suffer: Let the cry of those in misery and need come to you, that we may find your mercy 
present with us in all our afflictions; give us strength for the sake of him who suffered for 



us, your son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The people sit. 
A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah. 

15 Thus says the Lord: A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is 
weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no 
more.  16 Thus says the Lord: Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for 
there is a reward for your work, says the Lord:  they shall come back from the land of the ene-
my; 17 there is hope for your future, says the Lord: your children shall come back to their own 
country.  (31:15-17) The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 42 Please read responsively by whole verse beginning with the Lector.  

1 As the deer longs for the water-brooks, so longs my soul for you, O God.  2 My soul is athirst 
for God, athirst for the living God; when shall I come to appear before the presence of 
God? 3 My tears have been my food day and night, while all day long they say to me, “Where 
now is your God?” 4 I pour out my soul when I think on these things: how I went with the 
multitude and led them into the house of God, 5 With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, 
among those who keep holy-day.  6 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? and why 
are you so disquieted within me? 7 Put your trust in God; for I will yet give thanks to him, 
who is the help of my countenance, and my God.  8 My soul is heavy within me; therefore 
I will remember you from the land of Jordan, and from the peak of Mizar among the 
heights of Hermon.  9One deep calls to another in the noise of your cataracts; all your rapids 
and floods have gone over me.  10 The Lord grants his loving-kindness in the daytime; in 
the night season his song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life. 11 I will say to the God 
of my strength, “Why have you forgotten me?  and why do I go so heavily while the enemy 
oppresses me?” 12 While my bones are being broken, my enemies mock me to my face; 13 
All day long they mock me and say to me, “Where now is your God?” 14 Why are you so full 
of heaviness, O my soul? and why are you so disquieted within me? Put your trust in 
God; for I will yet give thanks to him, who is the help of my countenance, and my God. 

 

A Reading from the Revelation to John 

21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 

 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.’ 



5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he 
said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 6 Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a 
gift from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I 
will be their God and they will be my children. (21:1-7) The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be 
to God. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew.  

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 2 He called a child, whom he put among them, 3 and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you 
change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever be-
comes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes 
one such child in my name welcomes me. 10 “Take care that you do not despise one of these 
little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their angels continually see the face of my Father in heav-
en. 12 What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, 
does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went 
astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine 
that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little 
ones should be lost. (18:1-5) The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Homily:  The Reverend Brian McVey 

The Sacrament of Healing 

The minister may introduce the laying on of hands and anointing with these or similar words:  

The ministry of Jesus invites us to new life in God and with each other. In the laying on of 
hands and anointing we proclaim the Good News that God promises to restore us to wholeness 
in Christ. You are invited to offer yourself and ask for healing in the name of the holy and undi-
vided Trinity. 

Those who desire the laying on of hands and anoint may approach the altar rail now.  The minister then lays 
hands upon each person and anoints the person/, prays silently, then prays aloud using one of the following forms 
or similar words: 

As you are outwardly anointed with this holy oil, so may our loving God give you the inward 
anointing of the Holy Spirit. Of God's bounty, may your suffering be relieved, and your spirit, 
mind, and body restored to grace and peace. May all of us in the frailty of our flesh know God's 
healing and resurrecting power.  Amen. 

The Litany of Lament 

Leader:  God, hear our prayer,  

People:  And let our cry come to you.  
Leader:  Merciful God, we come to you in sorrow. Help us to grieve; let our tears flow; and look 
upon our broken hearts. God, hear our prayer,  
People:  And let our cry come to you.  



Leader:  We have lost children. We have lost hope. We have lost our way. Consider our losses. 
God, hear our prayer,  
People:  And let our cry come to you.  
Leader:  Our faith has been shaken. We are haunted by memories and weighed down with guilt. We 
are sick with sadness, weak with despair. Help us know your presence. God, hear our prayer,  
People:  And let our cry come to you.  
Leader:  In our suffering, we turn away from those who suffer also. Our bonds have been strained, 
one with another. Show us your compassion and help us forgive others and feel their sorrows. God, 
hear our prayer,  
People:  And let our cry come to you.   
Leader:  We long for our children, but our bodies and events in the world betrayed our hopes. Help 
us surrender them, and trust in your faithfulness. God, hear our prayer,  
People: And let our cry come to you.  
Leader:  Help us envision a future filled with promise, even if we cannot know what lies in store for 
us. Help us have confidence in your love as we take each new step. God, hear our prayer,  
People:  And let our cry come to you.  
Leader:  Lord of all mercies: abide with us when the darkness deepens and we suffer loss, pain, and 
grief. Help us to know and understand you are with us even when we cannot feel your presence. Let 
your saving help shine through the shadows as you hold your cross before our eyes, reminding us 
that you share our sufferings and have overcome death so that we might rise again with you. Let 
morning break upon our sorrowing hearts; abide with us in life and in death, Lord, so that we may 
live in your peace and rejoice in your love. Amen. 
Confession and Absolution – BCP, p. 360 

The people stand.   

The Peace – BCP, p. 360 
The Holy Communion, Eucharistic Prayer B – BCP, p. 367 

The people kneel or stand. 

The Lord’s Prayer – BCP, p. 364 

This is the table, not of the Church, but of God. It is to be made ready for those who love God 
and who want to love God more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, 
you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time, you who have tried to 
follow and you who have failed. Come, not because I invite you: it is God, and it is God’s will 
that you who want God should meet God here. 

Post-Communion Prayer – BCP, p. 365 

The Blessing – BCP, p. 366 

Those Who Serve Today: Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. J. Brian McVey; Lector & 
Chalice Bearer: Candida Bannister; Acolyte: Joshua McVey; Altar Guild: Judy Dudley, 
Barbara Sayer, & Debbie Atkinson; Vestry Lock-up: The Rev. J. Brian McVey. 


