
Opening Prayer 

God of all praise and glory—You call us to rejoice in You, to praise Your name, to find comfort in

Your presence, to stand in awe, to bow in confession, to come and worship. And You meet us there.

Your Spirit proclaims truth, Your Word anoints us with wisdom, and Your roots grow deeper in our

souls. Lord, You deserve our worship each day. So, please forgive us when we forget what it is

about; when we think ourselves too busy. Forgive us when we make it about what we desire or what 

entertains us. This sacred gift was meant to be so much more than we often make it. Yet, we long to

experience You, O God. We need You. So inspire our worship with Your Spirit so that our hearts and

lives might be transformed by Your wonder. Amen.

Scripture: Psalm 96:1-13 
• Have someone read scripture passages aloud.

• Allow time for silence to read on your own. Highlight key words, phrases, images that speak to you.

• Take a few moments to share those with a partner or with the entire group.

Background 
In this psalm, King David helps us know how to praise God. We can sing about Him, tell others about Him, 
worship Him, give Him glory, bring offerings to Him, and live holy lives.

Too often our worship can become about us—our wants, our preference of style, our comfort in not 

being exposed, our way of going through the motions with little thought to the traditions. Yet, Spirit-inspired 

worship calls us into the presence of tour "awesome God."  In worship, we are invited to know the One who

suffered in obedience so that we might find rest, receive mercy and cling to grace. Spirit-Inspired worship 

holds fast to the truth that when we come into God’s presence, “Indeed, the word of God is living and active, 

sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to 

judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:13). The Spirit inspires worship whenever we 
experience a moment of awe. Therefore, worship can happen in our sanctuaries. And worship can be 
anywhere and any time we experience that moment of awe.

Week 7: Spirit-Inspired Worship



Reflect 
• Take a few moments to respond to the questions below. Share with one another as partners or the

whole group.

1. Describe a time when you were in community worship and encountered the presence of God.

2. Describe a time when you were somewhere else . . . like in the mountains, at the beach or
somewhere else and encountered the presence of God.

3. What does our church do to faithfully invite you into Spirit-Inspired Worship?

4. What might distract our church from Spirit-Inspired Worship?

5. How might you experience God’s presence in your daily life?

Closing Prayer 
• Allow individuals to name joys and concerns in their daily discipleship

• Offer prayers for your particular faith community focusing on the challenges, the hopes, and the

triumphs of Spirit-Inspired Worship.

Additional Resources 
• Diana Butler Bass, Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and the Birth of a New

Spiritual Awakening (New York, NY: HarperOne, 2012)

• Mark Pierson, The Art of Curating Worship: Reshaping the Role of Worship Leader (Minneapolis,

MN: sparkhouse, 2010)

• Kimberly Braken Long, The Worshiping Body: The Art of Leading Worship (Louisville, KY:

Westminster JohnKnox Press, 2009)

• Mark Labberton, The Dangerous Act of Worship: Living God’s Call to Justice (Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity Press, 2007) 

Additional Videos 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56ysMeLUApI (John Crist, humorous)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvVz-YtEpr8 (Skit Guys, The Skinny on Worship, humorous)

• https://www.ted.com/talks/nabila_alibhai_why_people_of_different_faiths_are_painting_their_

houses_of_worship_yellow (worship goes beyond the Sunday morning hour)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_WZUNfIobQ (Porter’s Gate worship songs and

collaborations) and https://www.portersgateworship.com/ (website information on Porter’s Gate)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch
http://www.ted.com/talks/nabila_alibhai_why_people_of_different_faiths_are_painting_their_
http://www.youtube.com/watch
http://www.portersgateworship.com/


Suggestions for Age-Appropriate Praxis 

For children: Have them walk through your worship space and let them explore. Let them get 

behind the pulpit and pray or read scripture. Ask them questions about what 
happens in this space, let them answer and ask them what they would do for the 
different parts. 

For youth: Encourage them to be active leaders in the worship space, not just ushers and

greeters but liturgists. If your church doesn’t already, consider having a youth- 
led Sunday morning; let them preach and sing and lead worship. Have them 
write the prayers and re-frame the creeds. Ask them to think about different 
places where worship could be held—Fellowship Hall, outdoor on the lawn, in 
a prayer room, etc. 

For younger adults: Dig deeper, asking them where they connect in the worship service. Do they find 
rest during worship? If so, elaborate. If not, how could they find it? Consider 
that young adults are a generation that champions authenticity and relevance. 
How does or does that not play into our worship? 

For seasoned adults: For seasoned adults: is there unresolved grief over worship? Are there emotions

that need some air, need to be heard to continue to move forward? What are our 
adults missing in worship, and what would excite them? How can they be the 
leaders that say, “Listen, the Spirit is doing something new!” 

Suggestions for Engagement Opportunities 
• Try to employ the senses during worship: we are good at hearing and speaking; what about touch

and smell or seeing using visuals?

• Do a pulpit exchange with a minister of a different denomination. Invite them to observe how the

worship of your church is Spirit-filled and challenge yourself to see the Spirit in their worship.

Then exchange ideas!

• Form an Arts Committee for your worship space—how can the arts enrich our worship?

• Get outside your four walls! Change up your worship setting to explore how space speaks

to our worship.

• Encourage your worship committee to watch other worship services that might be online.

Encourage your youth and young people to bring back worship ideas from Montreat and youth

retreats, camps, conferences, etc.

• DON’T BE AFRAID TO TRY NEW THINGS!




