
Opening Prayer 

Living God, 

In Jesus Christ, we have been given Good News of saving and sacrificial love. This news is the very 

breath that offers us life. It is the unmerited salvation, the gift of grace, and the hope of an eternal home 

in your kingdom. In times of suffering or sorrow, in times of rejoicing and rest, this is indeed the Good 

News of our entire being. But we forget that sometimes, Lord. We separate it from daily news. We 

hide it away so we don’t offend. Lord, make your will our will; your intent our intentionality. Make 

Intentional Authentic Evangelism who we are, unapologetically. Make it so that we cannot help but 

share this good news in authentic relationship with others. Lord, this we pray to the One who gave life 

so that we might live, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Scripture: John 4:1–41 

• Have someone read scripture passages aloud.

• Allow time for silence to read on your own. Highlight key words, phrases, images that speak to you.

• Take a few moments to share those with a partner or with the entire group.

Background 
Jesus is leaving Judea for Galilee, because the Pharisees are jealous of Jesus’ success in those who were coming 

to believe. In order to get to Galilee, Jesus goes through Samaria. The hatred and violence between the Jews and 

the Samaritans were heightened during this time, as Jews were being attacked traveling to and from Jerusalem 

for the temple feasts. In fact, the violence made travelers take a different, more popular route, but Jesus went 

with his disciples into Samaria. 

Jesus, who is tired, comes upon this Samaritan woman drawing water in the midday heat. Here the themes unfold: 

the living water (vv. 7–15); spiritual worship (vv. 16–24); and Jesus’ self-disclosure as the Messiah (vv. 25–26) 

Note that Christ first comes close; he draws people into conversation and relationship. He meets them for who 

they are, right where they are, and genuinely talks with them. No pamphlet, no immediate call to repentance, no 

hellfire scare tactics, just a real conversation. 

This story identifies two basic necessities to humanity: water and food. John gives us a glimpse of a tired Christ 

in human flesh who sits in the heat of the day and asks for water. As Jesus enters a relationship with this woman, 

she experiences God offering a drink of water that will satisfy her thirst forever. There is nothing—not the threat 

of violence amid these two peoples, not the story of this woman’s life, not the heat of day or the fact Jesus has 

not eaten, nothing—that will stop Christ from meeting this woman with good news. In fact, when the disciples 

try to get him to eat, Jesus says, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you 

not say, “Four months more, then comes the harvest?” But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields 
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are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that the 

sower and the reaper may rejoice together (vv. 34–36). Meanwhile, many in the city of Samaria came to believe, 

because of what the woman shared with them. 

Reflect 
• Take a few moments to respond to the questions below. Share with one another as partners or the

whole group.

1. Recall the first-time Christ became Good News for your life? Who told or shared with you?

2. What does Intentional Authentic Evangelism require of us? What does it look like in our daily

lives?

3. What stops us from sharing the Good News with people we are in relationship with?

4. Think of the daily needs of people you are in relationship with. How could they benefit from the

Good News?

5. How does your church community equip and empower you to practice Authentic Evangelism?

Closing Prayer: 
• Allow individuals to name joys and concerns in their daily discipleship

• Offer prayers for your particular faith community focusing on the challenges, the hopes and the

triumphs of Intentional Authentic Evangelism.

Additional Resources 
• Parker J. Palmer, Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation (San Francisco, CA:

Jossey-Bass, 2000)

• Rob Bell, What We Talk About When We Talk About God (New York, NY: HarperOne, 2013)

• Tod Bolsinger, Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory (Downers

Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2015

• Diana Butler Bass, Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and the Birth of New Spiritual

Awakening (New York, NY: HarperOne, 2012)

• Rebecca Wilson, James Naughton, Speaking Faithfully: Communications as Evangelism in a

Noisy World (Morehouse Publishing, 2012)

Additional Videos 
• TED Talks https://www.ted.com/talks/manoush_zomorodi_how_boredom_can_lead_to_your_

most_brilliant_ideas (can our boredom on evangelism spark new ideas?)

• Adam Hamilton, CATCH: A Churchwide Program for Invitational Evangelism (series)

• Samuel Wells, Improvisation: The Drama of Christian Ethics (Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press,

2004).

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YxKGGven9_U Skit Guys (humorous)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nT70cA-7qMk&t=64s John Crist (humorous)

http://www.ted.com/talks/manoush_zomorodi_how_boredom_can_lead_to_your_
http://www.youtube.com/watch
http://www.youtube.com/watch


Suggestions for Age Appropriate Axis 

For children: Have them role-play normal childhood scenarios (on the playground, in the 

lunchroom,  sleeping  over  at  a  friend’s  house)  where  being  a  Christian  is 
important. What do you do when someone is bullied, or sits alone, etc. Can 
evangelism look like doing the right thing? 

For youth: Have them role-play a similar scenario—maybe one that involves social media,

Snapchat, Instagram—how can they share their faith with their peers? Are there 
situations that seem inauthentic—prayers before sports games, etc.? How do 
they see the adults around them sharing their faith—is it working? Have them 
offer their critique of how the church currently does evangelism (often youth are 
keen to offer really good and constructive criticism.) 

For younger adults: Sharing our faith can lead to sweaty palms and dry throats. Where are the places

you go most often? The gym? The coffee house? Your favorite Friday night 
restaurant? Start with the people you have a relationship with; does our good 
news have something to offer them? Start by listening—chances are, sharing 
our faith is as simple as listening and realizing you can offer advice, direction 
and guidance. And sometimes, listening is the absolute best. How can faith be 
shared in those situations? 

For seasoned adults: As with younger adults, sharing our faith can lead to sweaty palms and dry

throats. What does it look like to invite the people closest to us—neighbors, 
co-workers, the people we serve on boards with—what would it take to invite 
them to church? To worship? To a Bible study class? Or a prayer meeting? A 
church mid-week dinner? Starting with the people around us, the people we 
have relationships with are the best place to start evangelizing—telling others 
the very good news! 

Suggestions for Engagement Opportunities 

• Read scripture outside of the church! Go to the grocery store/ Salvation Army/town square/ local

Target, Walmart, etc., and read this scripture in your car or some comfortable place. How do you

hear the Word differently?

• What are you passionate about? Sports? Your grandkids? Crafting? Find a way to strengthen

those relationships and challenge yourself to invite someone who shares that passion with you to

church or to be a prayer partner.

• Maybe it is time you started a book club or took up a hobby or even took a class at the local

community college. Evangelism starts most importantly with relationship. Can you think of

places where relationships would flourish with opportunities for us to show up for each other?




