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Among my fondest experiences with the Skyline Church family are gatherings with food. 
To be with you and to see you sitting at table with others to share a meal and stories 
and the chance to laugh brings joy to my heart. Those events are rooted in love and 
imbued with generosity—people giving all that they have from God in time, talents and 

financial resources to build relationships and imagine anew what the beloved community 
can be in the world. Since mid-March, we haven’t been together as often, not even worshipping in the 
sanctuary. Though, I have taken great solace in the smaller gatherings online and in our many phone 
conversations.

Some of the meals I remember most vividly have been those I’ve shared with people in vulnerable 
places, like hospital cafeterias while we’re waiting for a loved one to be moved out of recovery and into 
their room, or during mission trips to places like the village of Metlakatla, Alaska or Buena, Washington 
in the Yakima Valley. During that mission trip to Buena with young people from University Place 
Presbyterian Church, the group and I were treated to two extraordinary meals that humbled us to our 
cores. 

The first meal occurred early in the week as we took a long and restful lunch break after ripping off an 
inadequate roof  in order to repair the substructure needed to support the insulation needed to bring 
down the sweltering summer temperatures and conserve the family’s limited heat in the winter that was 
to come. Within minutes of sitting down, the family brought food to the table, and it was way more than 
we expected and more than we needed. Stacks and stacks and stacks of home-made tortillas. Large 
plates of cabbage, carrots, cucumbers and chicken that kept coming and coming and coming until there 
was hardly a spot left on the table. And it was all for our team of nine. None of the family ate the food 
that was brought out—food that they spent a majority of their time and all of their money on to make sure 
we had a plentiful lunch. We initially felt guilty about eating. We wanted to return half of it so the migrant 
families had something to eat; after all it might be their only meal for the day or several days. But Morrice, 
our local missionary and translator, insisted that we savor the feast and that it would be insulting if we 
gave any of the food back. “For these Mexican migrant workers, this is what they feel they can do to 
serve; these are their gifts that they want to share abundantly with you, just as you are sharing the gifts 
of work with them. It would be disrespectful to not honor and receive their gift.” 
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The second meal happened on our last day in the community. After working in the morning, we trekked 
our way through the 110-degree summer day to a small, uninsulated, two-room home that belonged 
to a family of seven. Again, we were treated to an extravagant meal of vegetables, tortillas, soup and 
chicken. According to Morrice, it was the equivalent of a wedding feast—an extremely expensive 
endeavor for which these migrant families save a lifetime and that was now being served to people who 
were not blood relatives and whom they would never see again.  

It felt like the widow’s mite, giving all she had to live on that day.

Maybe Jesus really does want us to give our all to a world and a country that is in desperate need of 
help, where not everyone has access to healthcare to fight the virus and not everyone’s well-being goes 
up with stock market. Maybe Jesus really does want us to give our all to a world, and to a country, where 
not everyone’s lives matter. If they did, we wouldn’t be fighting about it. 

Maybe Jesus really does want us to give our all to a world, and to a country, and to a region where so 
many of those who rent their home are overly burdened by the amount they pay, and where Associated 
Ministries estimates that 8,000 additional families will become homeless at the end of December when 
the eviction moratorium is lifted. 

Maybe Jesus really does want us to give our all to a world and country and region and city where there 
are there far too many food insecure people, and where this is expected to increase more than 50% due 
to COVID-19. 

Maybe Jesus really does want us to give our all. 

But here’s the thing: This story of the widow’s offering really isn’t about us. It’s about God. Most parables 
are about God and this story is about God. More specifically, it’s about how we see in the widow how 
God acts. And God acts by giving God’s whole self, everything God has, to this world. To this messy, 
messed up, world. 

And why would God do that? 

Because that’s who God is. 

God has always given God’s entire self to the world. Always. From the very beginning of the Bible to the 
very end is the overarching narrative that God created the world, loves the world, and loves everyone in 
it. Even when it’s a hot mess. Even when we are a hot mess. 

Because that’s how much God loves us. 

And how do we respond to such love? We give. We give back. We work for a better world. We work to 
reimagine a better world, a world where: 

We do our part to stop the spread of a virus. Wear a mask, wash your hands, maintain your distance. 

We work towards a system where sick people can get well. We work towards a day in which brown and 
black lives more than matter. We work toward a day in which people have something as basic as a roof 
over their heads and food in the bellies. Why does this need have to be so hard? 
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And we work toward a day where saying all of this isn’t viewed as political but is viewed as biblical. Sit 
with your Bible and read what Jesus says about the poor, the stranger and loving your neighbor. Let’s 
read again about leaving the edges of our fields, vineyards and orchards for the poor to harvest, about 
letting the land rest.

Returning to our Gospel passage from the Book of Mark and the story about the widow’s offering…I ask 
that you put yourself in the position of the two coins. You are the two coins. Your life is an offering to 
God. What are you going to do with it?

As the late Peter Gomes said, “You are asked in the time that you have to use wisely what you have 
been given for the kingdom of God. That means you must consider . . . how you spend your money.” 

What are you going to do with who you are and what you have? What do you have to offer? When Jesus 
gave Himself He was telling the world that what He valued the most, and what God values the most, and 
that is a life that is lived in such a way that our offering, our coins, are shared for the sake of others. 

And so I’m asking you to join me in making a commitment to Skyline Presbyterian Church for 2021. If 
you’re already part of the church, you’re going to receive a letter and a response form this week. If 
you’re so new with us that we don’t yet have a mailing address, you can complete one of these 2021 
commitment online at www.skylinepres.org/give

John Wesley was once asked what one person could do on behalf of the kingdom of God. He 
answered, “Do all the good you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you 
can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”

There was once a poor widow who did just that. 

Let’s reimagine and work for a better world. 


