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The Sunday Sermon
WISDOM AND WORDS THAT HEAL

This morning we circle back and take a little closer look on the subject 
of wisdom. You will remember that when we started on this journey of 
discovering Proverbs, we learned that the instructions for wise living 
were given by King Solomon.

You will also remember that Proverbs as a whole was written not 
nor intended for young children, but rather for young people among 
Israel’s nobility, those who had important lineage, those who had 
financial access, who are transitioning to adulthood and preparing to 
become leaders in society.  They were expected to use their wealth 
and influence for the causes of goodness and justice in the land. 
They are entering into adulthood and are about to leave their parents’ 
homes and forge their way into more independent responsibility.1 

And now we are introduced to another voice. In our reading this 
morning we find that wisdom is personified as woman. And like John 
the Baptist who cried out in the wilderness, Prepare the way of the 
Lord,” Wisdom cries out in the busy marketplaces, public squares and 
gateways of the city warning all those who would listen to embrace 
wisdom and not reject her.

As I read this passage, I get this image of a food and souvenir seller at 
a baseball stadium hawking their goods and wares up and down the 
aisles. Over and over again they cry out the food the beverages, and 
the souvenirs that they have, and they hold these items up high for the 
audience to see.

1  http://www.knowableword.com/2012/06/21/proverbs-audience/
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This is the persistence of Wisdom as she 
calls out to the crowds. You get the sense 
that there is urgency in her voice and that 
she is eager for those who would turn and 
pay attention to her. 

But here is the paradox in this whole thing. 
Not many people are listening to her or even 
giving her the time of day. We know this 
because in verse 24, Wisdom makes this 
statement: “…you rejected me when I called, and 
no one gave heed when I stretched out my hand…
you ignored all my advice and would not accept 
my rebuke.”

We get the sense, too, that Wisdom is not 
afraid to speak her mind. She calls it as she 
sees it. To those who refuse to listen to her 
and to those who have rejected her, she has 
these harsh words to say: 

How long will you simple ones love your simple 
ways? How long will mockers delight in mockery 
and fools hate knowledge?

In the English translation of simple ones, we 
lose the Hebrew full force of the meaning. In 
Hebrew, that word means someone who is 
without moral direction and one who is prone 
to evil. 

As we get this picture of Wisdom, we 
applaud that she is persistent. We applaud 
that she works hard at what she does. And 
we applaud that she is a truth teller, not 
afraid call it as she sees it. However, you may 
be troubled by her response and reaction 
to those who experience misfortune as a 
result of not listening to Wisdom. This is what 
Wisdom says in verse 26, 27 and 28:

I in turn will laugh at your disaster; I will mock 
when calamity overtakes you—when calamity 
overtakes you like a storm, when disaster sweeps 
over you like a whirlwind, when distress and 
trouble overwhelm you. Then they will call me but 
will not answer; they will look for me but will not 
find me.

Harsh and cold-hearted words aren’t they? I 
don’t know about you, but I was kind of liking 
Wisdom in the first few verses until I got to 
verses 26, 27, and 28. In the vernacular of 
our times, I said to myself when I read these

2  Brent A. Strawn, http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=388

verses, “Where’s the love?” Where’s the 
compassion? Where’s the understanding? 
One would think that in the theology of 
Proverbs, people who turned from their sinful 
and disobedient ways would be embraced 
and welcomed. One would think that that 
the personification of Wisdom would greet 
wayward and lost people with open arms. 
But then I remembered my Old Testament 
classes. I remembered that this was a typical 
response from the prophets. Old Testament 
scholars are quick to point out that Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Amos spoke with 
the same harness and tone to audiences 
that would not listen to their words and 
preaching.2  

For example:
Isaiah 66: 4 – so I also will choose harsh 
treatment for them and will bring upon them 
what they dread. For when I called, no one 
answered, when I spoke, no one listened. 
They did evil in my sight and chose what 
displeases me.

Ezekiel 8: 18 – Therefore I will deal with them 
in anger; I will not look on them with pity or 
spare them. Although they shout in my ears, I 
will not listen to them.”

Amos 5: 22 & 23 – Even though you bring 
me brunt offerings and grain offerings, I will 
not accept them. Though you bring choice 
fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for 
the. Away with the noise of your songs! I will 
not listen to the music of your harps.

Wisdom was not the only one that took a firm 
stance and a firm tone to those who did not 
heed her call.  The great prophets of Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Amos had paved the 
way for her to speak in such a manner.

In this first chapter of Proverbs, as the person 
or voice of Lady Wisdom is introduced, what 
are the nuggets of learning or takeaways?

Brent Shawn, Old Testament professor at 
Chandler School of Theology offers these 
insights which I pass along to you. 

First, you cannot ignore wisdom or wise living 
forever. One cannot foolishly live on and on 
and then at the last moment accept wisdom. 
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Wisdom, it seems has a statute of limitations 
on important matters that affect our lives. 
Living foolishly reaps grave consequences.

Second, rejecting Wisdom is rejecting knowledge. 
And rejecting knowledge is equivalent to rejecting 
the fear of the Lord. This is highlighted in verse 
seven of Chapter one that reads, “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” 
When a person rejects knowledge, that 
person in effect, negates anything one says 
about his or her faith because it puts them at 
pretending and play-acting faith.

And third, Wisdom is life. In verse 33, we are 
left with this very positive affirmation: “But 
whoever listens to me will live in safety and be 
at ease, without the fear of harm.”

Out in the open wisdom calls aloud,
    she raises her voice in the public square;
21 on top of the wall she cries out,
    at the city gate she makes her speech:

We are invited to listen, take note and 
embrace her message. And whoever listens 
will live in safety
and be at ease, without fear of harm.”

Let us pray:

Gracious and Loving God,
We ask for your wisdom to discern your ways 
and path for our own lives. We ask for your 
wisdom to discern how to deal with others 
we meet, live with, work with, shop with, drive 
our roads, with, wait in line with, eat with and 
be with daily. We ask for your wisdom in the 
difficult situations we may have to deal with 
as we go through life. We ask for your wisdom 
in dealing with injustices in our world. We ask 
for wisdom for our leaders in our world, our 
countries, our states, and our communities. 
We ask for your wisdom as we reach out to 
those in need in our communities and in our 
world. And Lord, we ask for your wisdom that 
not only enlightens us but transforms us and 
guides us in our daily walk with you.  

In your name we pray. Amen.


