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Whenever I read or hear these scriptures, my mind always flashes back to my college 
days. Every year, during the week between the Winter mini-semester and the Spring 
semester, we had a week-long Missionary Conference. Pastors and missionaries from 
across the country and around the world would gather. There would be many stories of 
their ministries, and inevitably both of these scriptures would be quoted, and our hearts 

stirred to think that we would be joining these women and men, carrying the Good News of Jesus to 
other parts of the country or other countries.

What do you think of when you think of evangelism? I’m sure some of us think of missionaries working 
in a foreign country, building churches or ministering among peoples who don’t know Christ, perhaps in 
a jungle setting, or some other primitive place. Maybe you think of someone like Billy Graham, holding 
an event in a large stadium, having an altar call, and people flocking forward to receive Jesus as their 
Lord and Savior. Then again, your idea of evangelism might be having an armload of tracts, going up and 
down the main street of a city, stopping to engage people in a conversation, or pulling out a bullhorn 
and preaching “in the market place,” hoping that it will end with an individual committing their life to 
Christ.

While I am not disparaging any of these kinds of methods, for me, evangelism is something very 
different. Evangelism is something that should be personal. The technical term is “friendship 
evangelism.” It’s when you take the time to interact with someone on an equal plane. No one is above 
anyone else. As time progresses, your integrity becomes known, and you become a trusted person in 
that other’s life. Whether or not they follow Christ, you never stop being a light, illuminating the path to 
the faith that you know and the relationship with God that you enjoy. This ties into the title of this section: 
authentic and intentional  evangelism.

The two scriptures we read show us where evangelism takes place and how we should do evangelism. 
The first scripture that Bob read for us was Matthew 9:35-38. In the verses preceding this scripture, 
Jesus has been on a preaching tour of the Galilee and has performed several miracles that are 
recorded. He has healed a paralytic; raised a girl from the dead, given sight to two blind men; and cast 
out a demon from another. People began to follow after him because of these miracles, and Jesus can 
only look upon them with great compassion. The people suffer under the oppression of the Roman 
rulers, and also that of their religious leaders. The Romans are an occupying power and they exercise 
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that power as they see fit. The reason for this is to beat the people into submission so that they won’t 
rise against them. The religious leaders, the Pharisees, priests, and other members of the ruling, 
religious council, should be the ones showing them of new life and freedom in the Spirit of God. Instead, 
they only make life more unbearable by creating more rules and regulations which keep them from God. 
Jesus looks at them, and his heart aches for them. He compares them to sheep who have no shepherd. 
Then he sees them as a field that is ready to be harvested, but there are not enough workers to gather it 
in.

This setting speaks to us of evangelism among “our own kind.” I think of our neighborhoods, the places 
where we work, our own families, friends, and other relations. This was where Jesus began his main 
work. As John states it, “He came to his own, and his own didn’t receive him.” Often, it’s the people 
around us that we overlook. It’s challenging to be a witness to your own family or close friends. Often, 
they know us so well that they look beyond the change that God has worked in our life and only see us 
as the “miserable sinners” that we once were. 

It may be that we don’t see the real need of those around us. It’s easy to see someone as a “good 
person,” and we can overlook the fact that as good as someone might be, they can still be a lost sheep 
without a shepherd and in need of a savior. Jesus knew many good people. Nicodemus was a good 
man. The 12 disciples were good people. Like us, they all had their flaws and personality quirks, but 
Jesus chose them. He didn’t overlook the flaws. Instead, he chose them and worked with them so that 
they would see how to really live. Jesus always had compassion for other people despite how “good” 
they were.

The next scripture comes from John 4. The story at the beginning of this chapter is the familiar story 
of the woman at the well. Jesus and his disciples are heading home. Like many Galileans, they risked 
harassment or even violence at the hands of the Samaritans, because they decided to take the shorter 
route. Jesus sits at the well in the center of town while his disciples go to get food. He has an encounter 
with a woman from the village. She is so amazed at what has taken place that she goes to tell everyone 
what has happened and who she has found. As the people are coming from the village to see for 
themselves, this man about whom she has spoken, Jesus, looks at them also. He sees them as a field. 
Not as a field that has been planted and waiting for the crop to grow, he sees them as a field that is ripe 
and ready to be harvested.

This is the second place in which evangelism can take place. This is that foreign place, where the 
people are not “our own,” but are strangers. Jesus was not a Samaritan, but he did not exclude them 
from knowing God. In other stories in the Gospels, we read of Jesus going to Lebanon, southeastern 
Syria, and into Jordan. These were all places where the population was not “his own.” They were all 
strangers, but Jesus included them, and offered the same invitation to them as he did to “his own.” 
Sometimes this is where God will take us. This was true in my life. At an early age, God put a desire 
within me to go to the Middle East and work and minister among a people who were not mine. 

When we read each of these stories, we cannot miss the fact that in his dealings with people, Jesus 
was always authentic, and his ministry was intentional. When Jesus traveled in the Galilee, going from 
village to village, he never changed his message and didn’t change who he was. Sometimes he loved 
the people so much that he “laid them out in lavender.” Jesus was not afraid to confront “wrong” or 
evil when he saw it. He never chastised the person; instead, he confronted the sin that was using that 
person. Always, Jesus treated each one with compassion and kindness and with respect. 
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One of the significant lessons that I learned from my time in Palestine was to treat each person with 
love and respect. Never let a person’s status influence you. Everyone, from the lowest to highest, is 
treated the same. My colleagues in Palestine are now deceased were members here at Skyline, David, 
and Willow Teeter. One of the first things that I noticed about them was how they treated each person 
who entered their home. Everyone had a place in their home. They genuinely loved each one. They 
were authentic. They never changed who they were and always spoke the same truth. Because of this 
authenticity, young people who came to our student center loved them in return. These young college 
students knew that they could always come to us and share what was on their minds and that we would 
listen and if needed, offer advice. We would pray with them if they or a family member were sick. We 
would include them in our Christian holidays and tell them precisely what the meaning was. We were 
authentic.

Authenticity can sometimes bring trouble to your door. We had relocated our center to a conspicuous 
place in the city. Our homes were situated between three refugee camps, and we were literally down 
the hill from the university. Young people soon stopped coming around. As we inquired through some 
contacts that we had in the community, we found out that all of the sheiks and leaders in the city and 
the camps had spread the word that we were a bad influence and were leading these young people in 
a wrong way. We finally arranged a meeting with many of these people. They asked us directly what we 
were doing and about the nature of our student center. David and I openly and honestly answered all of 
their questions. Shortly after that meeting, our student center was filled with young people once again. 

After I returned to the U.S. and joined the workforce, I tried to use this lesson every day. I was simply 
myself. Today, when Pastor Robyn talks with me about my job and my office, she will often refer to it as 
my parish. The people that I work with will often come to me to talk about problems or other issues. I 
use my lessons from Palestine and always try to be authentic and speak from the point of faith. When 
a beloved co-worker lost her battle with cancer, I was able to talk with a couple of folks and help them 
through the grief. For each of us, be authentic. This is what God wants us to be – authentic. Don’t hide 
who you are. Don’t hide your faith. Let your light shine before others that they can see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven.

The other thing that we can learn from these stories is that Jesus was always intentional in ministry. 
He performed the signs recorded in Matthew for one purpose, and that was to show that the Kingdom 
of God had entered into this world with his advent. Signs or miracles were not done just to show that 
he had the power to do them. These were to draw people to God. The signs and wonders were to be 
object lessons of the presence of the Kingdom of God and bring people into a relationship with God. 
Jesus intended for these to take place. When he went to Samaria, he could have taken a long way 
around to avoid it, but he didn’t do that. With full intent, Jesus took his disciples through the center of 
the region, and I believe it’s because Jesus wanted to meet someone, create an opening, and bring the 
good news to these people. He wanted to let the Samaritans know that they were not excluded from the 
Kingdom. When he went to Tyre and Sidon, Jesus wanted those people to see that they were included. 
We are all God’s children. 

When I went to Palestine, and even at my job now, I try to be intentional in being a witness for Christ. 
We need to be open to the Spirit to show us those opportunities where we can enter a situation and be 
a light in the darkness, but to do this, we have to practice what we talked about last week. We have to 
devote ourselves to prayer, to study the scriptures, and to fellowship. Out of that kind of life, we will be 
able “to give to anyone who is in need.”
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When we look at Jesus’ life, we see a man who was devoted to all of these things. Jesus knew the 
scriptures and continuously taught his disciples. We read many times where he went off to be alone and 
to spend time in prayer. Sometimes, Jesus spent the whole night in prayer. He also seemed to enjoy 
being with people and, in particular, with his close friends. Finally, Jesus always was ready to help those 
who were in need.

In Matthew, Jesus asked his disciples to pray that God would send laborers to gather the harvest. “Pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send workers into his harvest field.” In the missionary conference, this was 
used to try to entice more of us to go to the mission field, and in particular, to the “foreign” mission 
field. In another sense, I think this speaks directly to each of us. Are we afraid of sharing our faith? Are 
we scared that maybe someone will reject us because we talk about God and Jesus and the need for 
a relationship with God? We need to practice authenticity. The word “hypocrite” in the bible does not 
mean what it does to us. In the scripture, to be a hypocrite means to be an actor. You take on one role 
when you are in one situation, but you put on a different character when the scene changes. In each 
case, you are a good person, but it’s a way to hide who you really are. We need to be authentic. We 
need to show ourselves, “warts and all,” so that we are known as trustworthy people.

In John, Jesus tells his disciples that it’s true when a farmer plants his seed, he knows that after a certain 
amount of time, he will have a harvest. Jesus is saying that you don’t have to wait; there’s a harvest 
right in front of you. “See, the fields are white unto harvest.” I wonder how often we have missed an 
opportunity because we said, “Oh, this isn’t the time to talk about religion.” If God has placed you in 
a situation, whatever or wherever it may be, then you can be confident that there is a harvest to be 
gleaned. It may be where you live or where you work. Perhaps you have a hobby or sport, and there are 
people around that with whom you interact. I believe that nothing in the life of a believer is by chance. I 
believe that God is the one who orders our lives so that he can use us according to his good pleasure.

As we go through the next few weeks and a couple of years looking at the scriptures and letting the 
Spirit change us, I hope that we all begin to look at our lives in a new way. Let’s take our lesson from 
Jesus and become authentic, intentional disciples. Let us be the first to ask God to send us into the 
fields to work in HIS harvest. I pray that God gives each of us a vision to see the “fields white unto 
harvest.” Then, let us go forward, confident in His power to work through us. Authentic. Intentional.

Amen.


