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Picture a king sitting on his throne ruling over a nation and people he had governed 
for years but unknown to him, some distance away, a young boy is about to be secretly 
anointed to replace him, a young boy who was to become the future king of the nation. 
And not only is a secret anointing taking place, but this young boy would soon be serving 

in the royal court at the very feet of the king he would someday replace. And the king would be totally 
unaware that the young boy was the future anointed king. This is a picture of the shift of power, the 
highest power of a nation, being secretly transferred from a ruling king over to a young boy who was 
destined to become king.

This is the story unfolding in this present chapter of God’s Holy Word. The prophet Samuel tells us that 
because of disobedience, King Saul was destined to be removed as king of Israel by the hand of God, 
but the work of God among the Israelites and upon this earth was to go on. And to carry on the work of 
God, God had chosen a young boy who had a heart “after God’s own heart” (13:14). This young boy was 
to become the future king of God’s people. From the day of David’s secret anointing to the end of Saul’s 
life, David would be a threat to Saul’s claim to the throne. And Saul would seek to kill David time and 
again. This is played out in the remaining chapters of this great book. 

The Lord commissions Samuel to anoint a future king, but Samuel protests. He fears that if he goes to 
Bethlehem, Saul will kill him. However, when God leads, there is no reason to fear. The Lord’s solution is 
for Saul to go for the purpose of offering a sacrifice and this prevents Saul from being suspicious. 

Samuel arrives in Bethlehem and invites Jesse and his sons to the sacrifice. It’s perhaps helpful for us to 
remember back in chapter nine that when Saul was chosen (9:2), in the eyes of the Israelites, he looked 
like a king by outward appearance: “an impressive young man without equal among the Israelites—a 
head taller than any of the others.” However, he lacked faith, integrity, character and everything he 
needed to be a successful king. As Saul was beautiful in the beginning, in the end all his ugliness came 
out. 

In the present situation, the Lord instructs Samuel to invite Jesse and his sons to the sacrifice and at 
some point, during the sacrifice, the Lord will indicate which son is to be anointed as the next king. 
Samuel is the most powerful person in all the land next to the king. He serves as military leader, seer,
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prophet and judge. He serves as leader between the nation of Israel being ruled by judges and being 
ruled by kings. He serves as the leader in transition between King Saul and King David. Samuel obeys 
and does exactly what the Lord commands.

Samuel charges them to consecrate themselves. The word consecrate means “to sanctify” to set one 
apart spiritually and ceremonially or ritually. The cleansing or washing, both of the outward garments and 
the inner man always precedes the worship of God. However, more important than the outward rituals 
of cleansing oneself, a person was to seek the Lord for spiritual cleansing, confessing and repenting of 
sins. The outward acts of sanctification and cleansing are symbols of inner cleansing.

Samuel consecrated Jesse and his sons and gets on with choosing the next king of Israel in a secret 
anointing. Samuel attention is immediately drawn to Jesse’s eldest son, Eliab. The young man is tall and 
attractive, with a charismatic personality and Samuel thinks that surely this is God’s choice. But he is 
rebuked by God: God has not chosen Eliab to be king. Samuel makes the mistake that is familiar to many 
of us; he evaluates the son’s ability to lead based on their physical gifts.

And here is one of the lessons for us: The basic qualification of God for service: Not physical 
appearance, but the heart. 

We are not to judge a book by its cover. We usually look at the outward things, but the Lord looks at the 
heart of a person.  The Lord judges a person by the heart and the heart alone. 

Our Lord Jesus said, “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.” (John 
7:24) And from other places in Scripture: 

“Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)

God had to correct Samuel’s focus.  The Lord says that “His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, 
nor his delight in the legs of a man; the Lord delights in those who fear Him, who put their hope in His 
unfailing love.” (Psalm 147:10-11)

God is the one who raises up someone, not us: “No one from the east or the west or from the desert can 
exalt a man. But it is God who judges: He brings one down, He exalts another.” (Psalm 75:6-7)

The Lord does not see as we see, for we look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks  
at the heart.

Jesse presents his sons to Samuel: Eliab: Rejected, Abinadab: Rejected, Shammah: Rejected. Jesse 
presents seven sons in descending chronological order to Samuel. He’s understandably perplexed. God 
has told him He will let Samuel know which one will be king and yet God has rejected each son much to 
Samuel’s amazement. So, he asks Jesse if he has any other sons (v.11a) Yes, there’s one more, just a lad 
and still tending the sheep.

David, the youngest, had been left tending the sheep. As the baby of the family, David has very little 
status, but he is faithful to his father and to the Lord.  Samuel immediately sent for David. When he 
arrives, he is seen to have healthy, striking features. 
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As soon as David walks into Samuel’s presence, the Lord immediately identifies David as His choice to 
be king. But keep in mind why he was God’s choice: Not because of his striking physical features, but 
because of his heart. He is a young boy with a heart “after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14), and his 
heart will make him a better man than Saul (I Samuel 15:28). 

David is faithful with a few sheep and then inherits a whole nation. David begins as a servant and 
becomes a ruler.

The Bible will make no effort to hide David’s failures. Although King David fathers Solomon, one of 
Israel’s greatest kings, he also fails to discipline his son Ammon, who abuses his own half-sister, nor 
Absalom, who avenges his sister and eventually crowns himself king while David is still on the throne 
thereby bringing civil war, rebellion, bloodshed and grief. King David’s life will be a roller coaster of 
emotional highs and lows.  

He is a man who lives with great zeal. He sins, but he is quick to confess his sins. His confessions are 
from the heart and his repentance is genuine. David never takes God’s forgiveness lightly. He never 
takes God’s blessing for granted. David is loyal to King Saul and to Saul’s son, Jonathan, despite Saul’s 
crazed pursuit of him. David loved God deeply throughout his entire life. He is an unlikely hero. He 
remains a man after God’s own heart.

What then does it mean to be one after God’s own heart? Let’s look back on our story and see if we 
can learn some things by comparing Saul and David for a bit.

(1) One After God’s Heart Honors The Lord—Saul was more concerned with his will than God’s will. 
David was a man after God’s heart in the way that he knew God’s will was most important. Even when 
David didn’t do God’s will, he still knew God’s will was more important than his own was. All sin is a 
disregard of God, but David sinned more out of weakness and Saul more out of a disregard for God. 

(2) One After God’s Heart Enthrones God As King—For Saul, Saul was king. For David, the Lord God 
was king. Both David and Saul would have thought sacrifice important before a battle. But David thought 
it was important because it pleased and honored God. Saul thought it was important because it might 
help him win a battle. For Saul, God would help him achieve his goals. For David, God Himself was the 
goal.  

(3) One After God’s Heart Has A Soft, Repentant Heart—When Saul was confronted with his sin, he 
offered excuses. When David was confronted with his sin, he simply said I have sinned against the Lord. 
(2 Samuel 12:13)  

(4) One After God’s Heart Loves Other People—Saul became increasingly bitter against people and 
lived more and more unto himself. David was a man after God’s own heart in the way that he loved 
people.  hen David was down and out, he still loved and served those who were even more down and 
out than himself. (1 Samuel 22:1-2)

God was looking for this kind of man, and God found this man in an unlikely place. In fact, at this time, he 
wasn’t a man at all! 

God is still looking for men and women after His own heart.



Sunday, July 26, 2020  | UNLIKELY HEROES: DAVID | 4

Many of us will think this is a title reserved for a few “super-spiritual” people. It isn’t for us. We aren’t 
spiritual enough. We’re not consistent enough. We’re not committed enough, disciplined enough, 
smart enough, experienced enough, whatever-enough. But look at David: a son and brother, shepherd, 
musician, friend, amor bearer, warrior, a fugitive, traitor, and a man who had seasons of backsliding, who 
was fierce before his enemies and at times weak before his own children. Yet he can still be called a 
man after God’s own heart. 

Today, let’s allow this unlikely hero to show us how to have a heart after God’s own.


