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As Mark describes it, these four men were casting nets into the sea as 
fishermen. Day after day it was the same thing—the same sea, the same net, 
the same boat. Day after day it was wind, water, fish, market, home and tired 
bodies. They probably grew up watching their dad and granddad fishing, 
watching their future life, watching how they too would spend their time. 

Cast the net, pull it in. Cast the net, pull it in. If you are not casting the net, then 
you are in the boat mending the net. That’s what they were doing. Casting and 
mending. Casting and mending. You know about those days, right?

We may not fish for a living, but we know about casting and mending nets. 
There are times when days all seem the same. One looks like another. Life is 
routine, lived on autopilot. We don’t expect much to happen. This is our life. 
We cast the nets. We mend the nets. Casting and mending to make a living, 
to feed a family, to pay the bills. Casting and mending to gain security and get 
to retirement. Casting and mending to hold the family together, to make the 
marriage work, to raise the children. Casting and mending to gain the things 
we need, we want—shelter, food, reliable transportation, education—a house, 
a car, books, clothes, a vacation. Casting and mending to earn a reputation, 
gain approval, move into adult status. Casting and mending our way through 
another day of challenge, of loneliness, of sadness, or illness.
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Casting and mending are common parts of 
life. They are also the circumstances in which 
Jesus comes to us, the context in which we 
hear the call to something new, and the place 
where we are changed.

These would-be disciples are not looking for 
Jesus. They are too busy with the nets. It is 
another day of casting and mending. They 
may not have even noticed Jesus, but He not 
only sees them, but He also speaks to them. 
Jesus has a way of showing up in our ordinary 
rhythms and interrupting the daily routines of 
casting and mending nets. That’s what He did 
in the lives of these men. That’s what He can 
do in your life and mine.

“Follow me” is Jesus’ invitation to this new 
life. If these fishermen accept the invitation, 
their lives will forever be different. They will 
be different. They will no longer catch just fish. 
They will fish for people.

When Jesus says, “I will make you fish for 
people,” He is describing the transformation 
of their lives, not simply a job catching new 
members or followers. He could just as easily 
have said to the carpenters, “Follow me, and 
you will build the kingdom of heaven.” To the 
farmers, “Follow me, and you will grow God’s 
people. To the doctors, “Follow me, and you 
will heal the brokenness of the world.” To the 
teachers, “Follow me, and you will open minds 
and hearts to the presence of God.” To the 
parents, “Follow me, and you will nurture  
new life.”

Whatever your life is and however it is that 
you spend your time, there is in that life 
Jesus’ call to “Follow me.” “Follow me” is the 
call to participate with God in God’s saving 
work. It’s the work of change and growth. 
That work is always about moving to a larger 
vision, orienting our life in a new direction, 
and experiencing that our little story of life is 
connected to and a part of a much larger story 
of life, God’s life.

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee He 
saw Simon, Andrew, James, and John. Jesus 

called them. Mark records no discussions, no 
questions, no good-byes. They simply “left… 
and followed Him.”

I’m afraid that if Mark were writing about 
me – when he gets to the part when Jesus 
says, “Follow me” – Mark would write, “and 
immediately the questions followed.” “Where 
are we going? What will we do? How long will 
we be gone? What do I need to take? Where 
will we stay?”

But this conversation doesn’t take place in 
today’s gospel. Jesus doesn’t offer a map, an 
itinerary, or a destination, only an invitation. 
This is not the type of journey for which you 
can watch a YouTube and prepare. This is the 
inner journey, a journey into the deepest part 
of our being, the place where God resides. It’s 
not so much about planning and organizing, 
making lists, or packing supplies. It’s not that 
easy. If anything, this journey is about leaving 
things behind. Listen again to how Mark  
recalls it:

♦ “Immediately they left their nets and 
followed Him.”

♦  “They left their father Zebedee in the 
boat…and followed Him.”

The invitation, “follow me,” is also the invitation 
to leave behind; to leave behind our nets, our 
boats, and even our fathers.

That’s the hard part for most of us. We’re 
pretty good at accumulating and clinging but 
not so good at letting go. More often than 
not our spiritual growth involves some kind 
of letting go. We never get anywhere new as 
long as we’re unwilling to leave where we are. 
We accept Jesus’ invitation to follow, not by 
packing up, but by letting go.

“Follow me” is both the invitation to and the 
promise of new life. So what are the nets that 
entangle us? What are the little boats that 
contain our life? Who are the fathers from 
whom we seek identity, value, or approval? 
What do we need to let go of and leave behind 
so that we might follow Him?
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Please don’t think this is as simple as changing 
careers, disowning our family, or moving to a 
new town. It cannot be reduced to that. It is 
about the freedom to be fully human and in 
so being discover God’s ability to transform us 
into someone new. We let go so that our life 
may be reoriented, so that we can now travel 
in new direction, so that we may be open to 
receive the life of God anew. When we let go, 
everything is transformed—including our nets, 
boats, and fathers. That’s why Jesus could 
tell them they would still be fishermen. But 
now they would fish for people. They wouldn’t 
become something they weren’t already, but 
they would be changed. They would become 
transformed fishermen. They would more 
authentically be who they already were.

Ultimately, it’s about letting go of our own 
little life so that we can receive God’s life. 
This letting go happens in the context of 
our casting and mending nets, that is our 
everyday activities—work, school, families, 
paying the bills, running errands, fixing dinner, 
relationships, and trying to do the right thing. 
It happens in the casting and mending of our 
nets. These are the times and places Jesus 
shows up and calls us into a new way of being.

My friends, so much of what we do is within 
the frame of these every-day activities that I’m 
describing as casting and mending nets. And 
at the same time, we are in an extraordinary 
frame.  This inauguration week was even 
more acute due to a deadly pandemic, racial 
injustice, and divisive politics made more so by 
recent capitol riots.

This kind of divisiveness has seeped into 
many communities, churches, families, and 
friendships creating strain and discord. And as 
followers of Christ we have been invited into 
Christ’s ministry of reconciliation with God and 
one another (2 Corinthians 5:16-21).  No better 
time than the present to deepen our walk 
with Christ in that ministry! Every inauguration 
of national leaders like the inauguration of 

President Biden and Vice President Harris 
this week provides a moment for us to 
reflect, listen for possibilities, see clearly the 
challenges of our time, and seek to heal the 
divisiveness that marked the campaign into 
enough unity to step up to the challenges and 
hopes of our day! 

So let’s roll up our sleeves and take our part 
in our spheres of influence to heal, grow, and 
pursue “a more perfect union.” We know as 
Christians, that a unity of God’s wholeness and 
spirit is often less visible than realized. Christ 
has called us to live in the already and not yet 
condition of God’s kingdom. So we continue to 
strive and act toward “thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.” 

Thank you for being people of Jesus’ way 
where we commit to God and each other, 
worship, work and celebrate together, disagree 
together, forgive and seek forgiveness 
together. 

Jesus calls us to follow Him. And following 
Jesus will entail personal change, to be sure—
and it will be personal change with decidedly 
public implications. You see, following Jesus 
entails the reorientation of our whole lives 
toward the purposes of God. We will, bit by bit, 
live into our commitment to Jesus’ vision of a 
loving world— at the same time we will, bit by 
bit, live into our commitment to resist all that 
would deface it. Most likely, we will do it while 
we are casting and mending our nets.


