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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 25 • Session 1

Matthew 13

STORY POINT:  
Jesus taught about God’s kingdom.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Colossians 1:13

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How does God care for His creation? 
God loves and rules over all He made.

Kingdom Parables

BIBLE PASSAGE: 

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 10

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 12

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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LEADER Bible Study
The Gospels record dozens of Jesus’ parables. A parable is a simple story 
Jesus told to help people understand the kingdom of God. Each parable 
taught a lesson and revealed deep and often mysterious truths about 
God’s kingdom for those who would understand. (See Matt. 13:10-15.)

In Matthew 13:31-33, Jesus tells two stories about the kingdom of 
God. In the first, He compares God’s kingdom to a mustard seed. In 
those days, the mustard seed was the smallest seed planted in the region. 
Despite its size, the seed yielded a tall, tree-like bush with branches for 
birds to nest in. Jesus was teaching that although God’s kingdom started 
out small—with Jesus and a few disciples—it grows and spreads. We still 
witness this growth today.

Then Jesus compares God’s kingdom to leaven, or yeast, that is mixed 
into flour. In time, yeast causes a dense ball of dough to grow and rise. 
God’s kingdom grows in a similar way, moving throughout the world 
and changing lives.

Then, in the parables of the hidden treasure and the priceless pearl, Jesus 
taught about the value of God’s kingdom. A man came across a treasure 
buried in a field and sold all he had to buy the field. A merchant, finding 
a priceless pearl, sold all he had to buy it. Jesus taught that the kingdom 
of heaven is so valuable, we would be wise to give up everything in order 
to have it. Jesus emphasized this truth in His encounter with the rich 
young ruler. (See Matt. 19:16-22.)

As you teach preschoolers, help them begin to grasp the truth about 
God’s kingdom. The kingdom of God is growing in the world. This 
kingdom is valuable and worth giving everything for. While we wait for 
Jesus to return and fully set up His kingdom, we carry out the mission of 
telling others about King Jesus, who rescues sinners.
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 Kingdom Parables
Matthew 13

One day, Jesus went out and sat by the sea. Many people came to 
hear Him teach, so Jesus got into a boat and sat down. The people 
stood on the shore, and Jesus told them parables, or stories, to teach 

them about God’s kingdom.
Jesus’ disciples asked Him, “Why do you 

tell stories to teach?”
Jesus said, “Not everyone will 
understand what is true about 

God’s kingdom.” In the Old 
Testament, the prophet Isaiah 
said, “Some people look, but 
they do not see. They hear, 
but they do not listen or 
understand.” Through Jesus, 
Isaiah’s words came true. 
Jesus told the disciples, “You 
are blessed because you 
understand.”

Then Jesus told a parable: 
“God’s kingdom is like a 

mustard seed that a man planted 
in his field. It is the smallest seed, 

but it grows taller than the garden 
plants. The seed becomes a tree, and the 

birds build nests in its branches.”
Then Jesus said, “God’s kingdom is like leaven, or 

yeast, that a woman mixed into flour. The leaven makes the dough rise.”
Jesus told another parable: “God’s kingdom is like a treasure 

buried in a field. A man found the treasure and buried it again. 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Teach from a 
boat: Spread a 
blue tablecloth on 
the floor in the 
storytelling area and 
direct preschoolers to 
sit by the “sea.” Place 
a large box on the 
“water” and tell the 
Bible story from the 
“boat.” 

• Use props: Gather 
props to hold up at 
appropriate moments 
in the Bible story, 
such as a seed, 
plant or picture of a 
mustard tree; yeast; 
dough; toy treasure 
chest; toy pearl; and 
so forth. 

The BIBLE Story
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 Kingdom Parables
Matthew 13

One day, Jesus went out and sat by the sea. Many people came to 
hear Him teach, so Jesus got into a boat and sat down. The people 
stood on the shore, and Jesus told them parables, or stories, to teach 

them about God’s kingdom.
Jesus’ disciples asked Him, “Why do you 

tell stories to teach?”
Jesus said, “Not everyone will 
understand what is true about 

God’s kingdom.” In the Old 
Testament, the prophet Isaiah 
said, “Some people look, but 
they do not see. They hear, 
but they do not listen or 
understand.” Through Jesus, 
Isaiah’s words came true. 
Jesus told the disciples, “You 
are blessed because you 
understand.”

Then Jesus told a parable: 
“God’s kingdom is like a 

mustard seed that a man planted 
in his field. It is the smallest seed, 

but it grows taller than the garden 
plants. The seed becomes a tree, and the 

birds build nests in its branches.”
Then Jesus said, “God’s kingdom is like leaven, or 

yeast, that a woman mixed into flour. The leaven makes the dough rise.”
Jesus told another parable: “God’s kingdom is like a treasure 

buried in a field. A man found the treasure and buried it again. 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Teach from a 
boat: Spread a 
blue tablecloth on 
the floor in the 
storytelling area and 
direct preschoolers to 
sit by the “sea.” Place 
a large box on the 
“water” and tell the 
Bible story from the 
“boat.” 

• Use props: Gather 
props to hold up at 
appropriate moments 
in the Bible story, 
such as a seed, 
plant or picture of a 
mustard tree; yeast; 
dough; toy treasure 
chest; toy pearl; and 
so forth. 

Then he joyfully sold everything he had and bought that 
field.”

Then Jesus said, “God’s kingdom is like a man looking 
for beautiful pearls. When he found one very valuable pearl, 
he sold everything he had and bought it.”

When Jesus finished teaching the crowds, He left that 
place and went to His hometown.

Christ Connection: God’s kingdom is growing in the world. His 
kingdom is valuable and worth giving everything for. While we 
wait for Jesus to come back and set up His kingdom, we obey 
Him and tell others about King Jesus, who rescues sinners.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Kingdom Parables
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13
STORY POINT: Jesus taught about God’s kingdom.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does God care for His creation? God loves 

and rules over all He made.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Help preschoolers observe the pattern in each row and circle 
the image that comes next.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Jesus said God’s kingdom is like 

a mustard seed, yeast, treasure, and a pearl. Listen to 
the story to hear what Jesus said these things teach us 
about God’s kingdom.

Listen and hear
Go on a walk and ask preschoolers what they hear. 
Challenge children to listen for hard-to-hear sounds such 
as a teacher in a classroom down the hall or a bird chirping 
high in a tree. Encourage preschoolers to name some of the 
things they hear.
SAY • You had to listen carefully to hear some of those 

sounds! Before you thought about what you were 
hearing, all the sounds were just noise and didn’t 

• “Jesus Reigns 
Forever” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “The Kingdom Is Like” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers

• walking rope 
(optional)

Tip: Adapt or 
omit this game 
for children with 
hearing difficulties.
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make sense. A lot of people heard Jesus teach too, 
but they didn’t really hear and understand what He 
taught. In today’s Bible story, Jesus taught about 
God’s kingdom. Let’s pray and ask God to help us 
listen and understand what He has to teach us today!

Describe pictures
Invite preschoolers to draw pictures. Ask them to tell you 
about their pictures. Ask a child permission to show her 
picture to the group.  

For an added challenge, show preschoolers the 
“Ambiguous Images” pictures. Invite preschoolers to tell 
you what they see. Encourage children to look at the image 
another way to see something different. 
SAY • Two people can look at the same picture and see two 

different things. Not everyone understood the stories 
that Jesus taught in our Bible story today either. Jesus 
used stories about trees and things that people could 
look at, but they didn’t see how it explained God’s 
kingdom.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to cup their hands around their ears as if 
listening closely while walking to Bible study.

• paper
• markers
• “Ambiguous Images” 

printable (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Kingdom Parables
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13
STORY POINT: Jesus taught about God’s kingdom.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does God care for His creation? God loves 

and rules over all He made.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Matthew 13 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Where do we read God’s words? In the Bible! We 

know that all God’s words are true. Today’s Bible story 
comes from the Book of Matthew. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Today, we heard that Jesus taught about God’s 

kingdom using parables, or stories, to help people 
understand what the kingdom is like. God’s kingdom 
is growing in the world, like the mustard seed or 
the yeast. His kingdom is valuable and worth giving 
everything for, like the buried treasure or the very 
valuable pearl. While we wait for Jesus to come back 
and set up His kingdom, we obey Him and tell 
others about King Jesus, who rescues sinners. 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Kingdom Parables” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Colossians 1:13. Invite a 
child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key 
passage aloud. Create motions for preschoolers to use as 
they say the key passage. Use the key passage song video for 
inspiration. Practice saying the verse with the motions. 
SAY • Our key passage teaches that when Jesus rescues us, 

He brings us into God’s kingdom. Jesus’ parables 
show what it looks like to live in God’s kingdom 
where Jesus reigns supreme. One day, Jesus will come 
back and make everything right that sin messed up. 
While we wait for Jesus to come back and set up His 
kingdom, we obey Him and tell others about King 
Jesus, who rescues sinners.

Sing the key passage song, “He Has Rescued Us,” and the 
theme song, “Jesus Reigns Forever.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s kingdom using stories 

the people could understand. He said His kingdom 
grows like a mustard seed and is valuable like a pearl. 
Even the way that God loves and rules over creation 
shows us His care! How does God care for His 
creation? God loves and rules over all He made. 

Missions moment
SAY • The next few weeks we will learn about the 

Soto family who are missionaries in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Let’s watch a video about them. 

Show the video. Close in prayer for the Soto family. 

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “He Has Rescued Us 

(Colossians 1:13)” 
song

• “Jesus Reigns 
Forever” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “A Vision for More” 
missions video
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EXPERIENCE The Story

SESSION TITLE: Kingdom Parables
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13
STORY POINT: Jesus taught about God’s kingdom.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does God care for His creation? God loves 

and rules over all He made.

Praise King Jesus
Announce the rules of this game regally, as if an ambassador 
of a king. Explain that when a king wants to send a message 
to a faraway kingdom, he sends a messenger called an 
ambassador. Once the people hear the message, they praise 
the king who sent it. Proclaim that you are an ambassador 
of King Jesus with many important messages to share! Open 
your Bible to Colossians 1:13 and read the key passage. 
When you finish, invite children to cheer, “Praise King 
Jesus!” Give preschoolers a chance to be ambassadors. Invite 
each child to stand in front of the group with an open 
Bible, whisper a short message into the child’s ear for him to 
say, and lead the children in praising King Jesus after each 
message.
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s kingdom. While we wait 

for Jesus to come back and set up His kingdom, 
we obey Him and tell others about King Jesus, 
who rescues sinners. We are like ambassadors for 
King Jesus, sharing the good news of His growing 
kingdom!

Find buried treasure
Bury toy jewels and coins in a bin of sand. Provide toy 
shovels and scoops for children to dig with. Celebrate every 

• Bible 

Suggested 
messages: 

• Jesus loves us!
• Jesus is the king 

forever!
• Jesus came to give us 

life forever!
• Jesus has power over 

everything!
• Jesus is God’s Son!
• All the Bible is about 

Jesus!
• Jesus died on the 

cross to save us! 
• Jesus rose from the 

dead. 

• toy jewels
• toy coins
• plastic bin 
• clean, dry play sand
• toy shovels and 

scoops
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time a child finds a treasure, then rebury it and continue. 
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s kingdom. He said it is 

like a treasure buried in a field. A man found the 
treasure and buried it again. Then he joyfully sold 
everything he had and bought that field. God’s 
kingdom is valuable and worth giving everything for. 
When you discover the treasure of following Jesus, 
you happily give up everything else for it!

Proof yeast
Post an allergy alert. Dissolve one teaspoon of sugar into 
¼ cup of lukewarm water in a liquid measuring cup. Stir 
in one package of active dry yeast. Mark the top line of 
the mixture with a marker or line of tape. Guide children 
to make observations about the yeast and take notes. Set a 
timer for ten minutes and then make more observations, 
noting how the mixture rises and changes. Repeat as time 
allows. 
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s kingdom. He said it is 

like leaven, or yeast, that a woman mixed into flour. 
A little bit of leaven makes the dough rise and grow 
larger. God’s kingdom is growing in the world, too. 
While we wait for Jesus to come back and set up 
His kingdom, we obey Him and tell others about 
King Jesus, who rescues sinners. We act like yeast in 
helping to make God’s kingdom grow!

Trade pearls
Fill plastic eggs with candy or another small prize. Hide the 
filled eggs in the room along with several more plastic eggs 
that are empty or filled with rocks. Provide bags or buckets 
for children to collect the eggs they find. Once children find 

• Allergy Alert
• measuring cup 
• measuring spoon
• thermometer
• timer
• sugar
• water
• active dry yeast
• marker or tape
• paper
• marker

Option: Invite a 
baker from your 
congregation to 
visit class and 
discuss leavening 
while you wait for 
your yeast to rise. 

• plastic eggs
• candy
• bags or buckets
• rocks (optional
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all the eggs, gather together and investigate the contents of 
each egg. Allow each child to choose only one egg to keep 
and to give up the rest. Offer a child an egg that someone 
else has given up in exchange for all of his eggs. Ensure 
every child gets one valuable treat.
SAY • Pearls grow inside of oysters, so people have to find 

the oysters and pry open their shells to see what’s 
inside. Most of the time, there’s nothing special in 
there! Nice pearls are very expensive because they are 
so hard to find. Jesus taught about God’s kingdom. 
He said it is like a man looking for beautiful pearls. 
When he found one very valuable pearl, he sold 
everything he had and bought it. God’s kingdom is 
valuable and worth giving everything for.

Make coin rubbings
Set out a variety of coins. Show preschoolers how 

to lay a sheet of paper over a coin and rub over it with the 
side of an unwrapped crayon to create a rubbing. Watch 
preschoolers closely to make sure no child puts a coin in his 
or her mouth. 
SAY • Churches give money, like these coins, to help 

missionaries tell others about Jesus all over the 
world. When everyone’s offering is put together, we 
can make a big difference. People who gave money 
to missions helped the Sotos start a new church in 
Utah. Let’s pray and thank God for missionaries like 
the Sotos.

• coins 
• copy paper
• crayons
• hand sanitizer
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve roasted pepitas (pumpkin seeds) for snack. Talk 
about how Jesus taught about God’s kingdom using 
stories people could understand. Many people were farmers 
and knew that seeds grow into plants. These seeds you are 
eating would have grown into pumpkins! Jesus compared 
God’s kingdom to a mustard seed because it also started 
small but it is still growing and spreading in the world.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Who used stories to teach people about God’s 
kingdom? (Jesus)

2. What were these stories called? (parables) 
3. Did everyone understand the parables? (no)
4. How is God’s kingdom like a mustard seed? (It 

started small but grew large.)
5. Is God’s kingdom worth giving everything for? (yes)
6. How does God care for His creation? God loves and 

rules over all He made.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• roasted pumpkin 

seeds (optional) 

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “He Has Rescued Us 

(Colossians 1:13)” 
song

• “Jesus Reigns 
Forever” song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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