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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 28 • Session 4

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Living Like Jesus

BIBLE PASSAGE: 

Unit 28 • Session 4

2 Peter 1

STORY POINT:  
Peter encouraged believers 

to live like Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: 
2 Peter 1:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How does the Holy Spirit help 

Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, 
shows us our sin, and guides us as we live 

for God’s glory.
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LEADER Bible Study
Like his first letter, Peter’s second letter was written to believers in the early 
church who had experienced persecution and suffering. At this time, Peter 
was in a Roman prison. He was aware that his death was imminent. (See 
2 Pet. 1:13-15.) Besides the outside threats to their faith, these believers 
were also confronted with false teachers within the church who tried to 
lead them away from the true gospel. 

Peter warned against false teachers. In the opening chapter of his letter, 
Peter’s exhortation to live like Jesus gives believers a measure for making 
sure they are following the truth. The best defense against false teachers 
is a dedication to a knowledge of the truth. As you prepare to teach from 
2 Peter 1, consider these two questions: How do we live like Jesus? Why 
do we live like Jesus?

First, God’s people live like Jesus through the power of Jesus (2 Pet. 1:3-4) 
and through personal application (2 Pet. 1:5-7). Not only is the Christian 
life marked by faith in Christ, it is characterized by goodness, knowledge, 
self-control, endurance, godliness, brotherly affection, and love. These 
come from knowing Jesus, who calls us to Himself.

Second, God’s people live like Jesus to confirm their calling. (2 Pet. 1:8-11) 
If we claim to have faith but do not live like Jesus, we have forgotten what 
Jesus has done for us. Because God has credited to us Jesus’ righteousness, 
we strive to live in loving obedience to Him to show those around us that 
Jesus has truly changed our lives.

Soon after writing this letter, Peter was killed in Rome as Jesus had 
predicted. (John 21:18-19) Help preschoolers grasp that Jesus lived a 
perfect life and died the death we deserve for our sin. When we trust 
in Jesus, God forgives our sins and changes our hearts. Jesus calls and 
empowers His followers to live like Him.
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The BIBLE Story

 Living Like Jesus
2 Peter 1

Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples. He was a leader in the church and 
wrote two letters to help other people who were following Jesus 
during hard times. When Peter wrote his second letter, he was in prison. 

He had been arrested for following Jesus.
Peter wrote, “Jesus gives us everything 

we need. He gives us power to live for 
Him. He is good, and He promises 

us good things.”
Peter reminded the people 

in the church how they should 
try to live. Anyone who has 
faith in Jesus should also 
try to have these things: 
goodness, knowledge, self-
control, patience, brotherly 
affection, and love. Jesus is 
honored when we live like 

Him.
Peter wanted the believers 

to remember what Jesus had 
done for them. Jesus died on 

the cross to take away their sins! 
Because of Jesus, God invites us 

into His family and gives life with Him 
forever. Peter wrote, “God has chosen you 

and given you His power, so do everything you 
can to live like Jesus.”

Peter also wrote, “You already know what I am telling you. I want to 
keep reminding you as long as I am living so that you will remember even 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Show Peter 
writing: Enlist 
an adult male to 
dress in Bible times 
clothes and tell the 
Bible story as Peter. 
Consider providing 
a table or desk for 
him to sit at while 
writing on a scroll as 
he talks. 

• Receive a letter: 
Print out the Bible 
story on a sheet of 
paper. Roll up the 
paper like a scroll. 
Enlist an adult 
leader to “deliver 
the letter” to you 
just before you tell 
the story. Consider 
guiding preschoolers 
to imagine what it 
would be like for 
people to be mean to 
them for following 
Jesus before the 
letter is delivered.  
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 Living Like Jesus
2 Peter 1

Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples. He was a leader in the church and 
wrote two letters to help other people who were following Jesus 
during hard times. When Peter wrote his second letter, he was in prison. 

He had been arrested for following Jesus.
Peter wrote, “Jesus gives us everything 

we need. He gives us power to live for 
Him. He is good, and He promises 

us good things.”
Peter reminded the people 

in the church how they should 
try to live. Anyone who has 
faith in Jesus should also 
try to have these things: 
goodness, knowledge, self-
control, patience, brotherly 
affection, and love. Jesus is 
honored when we live like 

Him.
Peter wanted the believers 

to remember what Jesus had 
done for them. Jesus died on 

the cross to take away their sins! 
Because of Jesus, God invites us 

into His family and gives life with Him 
forever. Peter wrote, “God has chosen you 

and given you His power, so do everything you 
can to live like Jesus.”

Peter also wrote, “You already know what I am telling you. I want to 
keep reminding you as long as I am living so that you will remember even 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Show Peter 
writing: Enlist 
an adult male to 
dress in Bible times 
clothes and tell the 
Bible story as Peter. 
Consider providing 
a table or desk for 
him to sit at while 
writing on a scroll as 
he talks. 

• Receive a letter: 
Print out the Bible 
story on a sheet of 
paper. Roll up the 
paper like a scroll. 
Enlist an adult 
leader to “deliver 
the letter” to you 
just before you tell 
the story. Consider 
guiding preschoolers 
to imagine what it 
would be like for 
people to be mean to 
them for following 
Jesus before the 
letter is delivered.  

after I am gone. We did not tell you made-up stories. We 
told you what we saw and heard. 

Christ Connection: Jesus lived a perfect life and died the death 
we deserve for our sin. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our 
sins and changes our hearts. Jesus helps His followers live like 
Him.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Living Like Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1
STORY POINT: Peter encouraged believers to live like Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a few favorite 
theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to count the hearts and write the 
number in the square at the bottom of the page. Encourage 
younger preschoolers to trace the number. 
SAY • Heart shapes make me think about love, and love 

makes me think about Jesus. Peter wanted everyone 
to remember what Jesus did for them. In today’s 
Bible story, Peter wrote another letter. This time 
Peter encouraged believers to live like Jesus. 

Toss and tell
Form a circle on the floor. Toss a beanbag to a child and say, 
“God has chosen you, [child’s name].” Invite that child to 
toss the beanbag to another friend and say, “God has chosen 
you, [child’s name].” Continuing leading preschoolers to toss 
the beanbag until each child has been told God has chosen 
him or her. 

• “The Good News of 
Christ” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Count the Hearts” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers

• beanbag
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SAY •  Last time we heard from a letter Peter wrote to help 
Jesus’ followers. Today’s Bible story is from another 
letter Peter wrote to help believers. In this letter 
Peter wrote, “God has chosen you and given you His 
power, so do everything you can to live like Jesus.” 
Listen to the story to hear how Peter encouraged 
believers to live like Jesus.

Make a paper chain
Cut paper into 1-inch strips. Secure ends of a strip with 
tape to form a circle. Guide a child to thread another strip 
through the circle and secure. Continue adding links and 
suggest several children combine their chains together to 
lengthen it. Display the chain in the classroom.
SAY • Our chain reminds me that Peter was in prison when 

he wrote his second letter. He had been arrested for 
following Jesus. Even though Peter was in prison, he 
wanted to help other believers and remind them of 
what Jesus had done for them and encourage them to 
live like Jesus. We will learn more in the Bible story. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to 
copy. As children move to Bible study, clap a steady beat 
and chant: Goodness and love, goodness and love; faith in Jesus 
gives goodness and love. 

• construction paper
• scissors (adult use)
• clear tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Living Like Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1
STORY POINT: Peter encouraged believers to live like Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 2 Peter 1 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is a special book. It is the only book made 

up of God’s words. God’s words are true. God led 
Peter to write 2 Peter. Though Peter wrote it long ago, 
it helps people today to know how to live like Jesus.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Life was hard for Jesus’ followers. Peter wanted 

believers to remember what Jesus had done for 
them. Jesus lived a perfect life and died the death 
we deserve for our sin. When we trust in Jesus, 
God forgives our sins and changes our hearts. Peter 
encouraged believers to live like Jesus. We honor 
Jesus when we live like Him, and He gives us power 
to live for Him.

• Bible
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Living Like Jesus” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at 2 Peter 1:3. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 
aloud. Lead children to say the verse a few times with you. 
Challenge preschoolers to say the passage from memory.  
SAY • Our key passage comes from today’s Bible story. 

Peter reminded believers that God’s power gives us 
everything we need to live in a way God wants. We 
can have goodness, knowledge, self-control, patience, 
brotherly affection, and love because of Jesus.

Sing the key passage song, “His Divine Power,” and the 
theme song, “The Good News of Christ.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Jesus died to take the punishment for sin, but 

believers still sin. The Holy Spirit shows us the 
wrong things we do, so we can turn away from sin 
and ask God to change us. How does the Holy Spirit 
help Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows 
us our sin, and guides us as we live for God’s glory. 
God changes our hearts so we can live like Jesus.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “His Divine Power 

(2 Peter 1:3)” song
• “The Good News of 

Christ” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Living Like Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1
STORY POINT: Peter encouraged believers to live like Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Decide happy or sad
Draw a smile on one sheet of paper and a frown on another. 
Describe a situation and tell preschoolers to move to the 
sign that shows how the situation would make them feel. 
Potential situations include your family got a new kitten; 
your brother ate the last piece of cake; you drew a picture 
for your grandma; you helped Dad clean the garage; when 
you trust in Jesus, God gives you His power so you can live 
like Him.
SAY • Hearing that God gives His power to people who 

trust in Jesus makes me smile! People who trust in 
Jesus to forgive their sins and change their hearts 
are called Christians. God gives the Holy Spirit to 
Christians to help them. What does the Holy Spirit 
do for Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, 
shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for God’s 
glory so we can show goodness and love to people. 

• paper
• markers
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Lace hearts
Cut several different sized hearts from heavyweight 
paper. Use a hole punch to punch holes along the edges 
about 1/2-inch from the edge and 11/2-inches apart. Give a 
preschooler a punched heart and a shoelace. Show him how 
to lace the string through the holes. Review the Bible story 
as preschoolers work.

• heavyweight paper
• scissors (adult use)
• hole punch
• shoelaces



SAY • Hearts make us think of love. Jesus is the most loving 
person who ever lived. Jesus came to earth, lived a 
perfect life, and died the death we deserve for our 
sin. Peter encouraged believers to live like Jesus. 
Loving others is one of the ways we live like Jesus. 
We could never love anyone as much as Jesus does. 
We are sinners, but when we trust in Jesus, God 
forgives our sins and changes our hearts. Jesus helps 
us love other people. 
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Play a review gamePlay a review game
Arrange the key passage poster, big picture question poster, Arrange the key passage poster, big picture question poster, 
and Bible story picture posters for this unit in a grid on and Bible story picture posters for this unit in a grid on 
the floor. Invite preschoolers to toss a beanbag toward the the floor. Invite preschoolers to toss a beanbag toward the 
posters. If the beanbag lands on or closest to the key passage posters. If the beanbag lands on or closest to the key passage 
poster, lead preschoolers in saying the key passage. If the poster, lead preschoolers in saying the key passage. If the 
beanbag lands on or closest to the big picture question beanbag lands on or closest to the big picture question 
poster, ask the question and lead preschoolers in saying the poster, ask the question and lead preschoolers in saying the 
answer. If the beanbag lands on a Bible story picture poster, answer. If the beanbag lands on a Bible story picture poster, 
ask preschoolers to name something they remember from ask preschoolers to name something they remember from 
that Bible story. Play as time allows. that Bible story. Play as time allows. 
SAY 

y a review game
Arrange the key passage poster, big picture question poster, 

ible story picture posters for this unit in a grid on 
the floor. Invite preschoolers to toss a beanbag toward the 
posters. If the beanbag lands on or closest to the key passage 

, lead preschoolers in saying the key passage. If the 
beanbag lands on or closest to the big picture question 

, ask the question and lead preschoolers in saying the 
. If the beanbag lands on a Bible story picture poster, 

eschoolers to name something they remember from 
ible story. Play as time allows. 

• Life was not easy for believers in the early church, • Life was not easy for believers in the early church, • Life was not easy for believers in the early church, 
but Jesus kept His promise to not leave them alone. 
God sent the Holy Spirit to help the believers in the 
early church and us today. 
help Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows 

but Jesus kept His promise to not leave them alone. 
God sent the Holy Spirit to help the believers in the 
early church and us today. How does the Holy Spirit 
help Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows 
us our sin, and guides us as we live for God’s glory.us our sin, and guides us as we live for God’s glory.

• Key Passage PKey Passage PosterKey Passage Poster
• Big Picture QueBig Picture Question Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story PicBible Story Picture Bible Story Picture 

Posters for Unit 28Posters for Unit 28Posters for Unit 28
• beanbag




