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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 66

Unit 28 • Session 3

Unit 28 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1 Peter 1–2

STORY POINT:  
Peter encouraged believers who 

faced persecution.

KEY PASSAGE:  
2 Peter 1:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How does the Holy Spirit help 

Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts 
us, shows us our sin, and guides us as 

we live for God’s glory.

Faithful in 
Hard Times
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LEADER Bible Study
Peter’s story of faith began when Jesus said, “Follow Me.” (Matt. 4:19) 
Peter and his brother Andrew—two fishermen from Galilee—left their 
nets and followed Jesus. As one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, Peter witnessed 
firsthand Jesus’ miracles and teachings.

Peter believed that Jesus is the Messiah (Matt. 16:16), and he was 
understandably upset when Jesus predicted that Peter would deny Him 
(Matt. 26:34-35). Peter fell asleep as Jesus prayed in the garden, and 
he drew his sword to defend Jesus when He was arrested. (Matt. 26:40; 
John 18:10) Peter denied Jesus three times, but after the resurrection Jesus 
appeared to Peter and the other disciples. Then Jesus restored Peter to 
ministry at the sea of Galilee. (John 21:15-19)

The first 12 chapters in the Book of Acts record the Holy Spirit’s work 
through Peter after Pentecost. God revealed to Peter that the gospel is 
for everyone—Jews and Gentiles. Peter was arrested and imprisoned for 
sharing the gospel, but an angel of the Lord rescued him. (Acts 12:1-8)

Peter wrote his first letter sometime between AD 62 and 64 to believers 
who had experienced persecution and suffering. He encouraged them 
and reminded them how to live holy lives as followers of Christ, looking 
forward to an eternal reward in their true home—heaven.

Peter’s letter was written nearly two thousand years ago to believers who 
were not far removed from Jesus’ life on earth. We still wait eagerly for 
Jesus’ return, but God calls us to faithfulness in hard times—using our 
time on earth to better know and love Him, and to tell others about Him. 
As believers, we are all called to live a life of love and to glorify God by 
what we do and say, even in the midst of trials and troubles.
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Faithful in Hard Times
1 Peter 1–2

In the early church, Jesus’ followers faced persecution. The 
disciples told others about Jesus, but some people did not like what 
they were saying. Those people mistreated the believers because of 

their faith, and many believers were forced to leave their 
homes and go to different cities. 

Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples, wrote 
a letter to encourage them. Peter 

was a leader in the church, and he 
wanted to help these believers 

be faithful in hard times.
Peter said, “Praise God! 

He is merciful and has given 
us new life. We have hope 
because of Jesus, whom 
God raised from the dead.” 
Peter reminded believers 
that because we are children 
of God, we have blessings in 

heaven that cannot be taken 
away or destroyed. We rejoice 

in this promise, even though we 
face suffering in this life. When hard 

times happen, God is honored as we 
trust Him by faith.

Peter also wrote, “Hope in Jesus and be 
holy. God is your Father; live in a way that shows 

Him respect.” Peter reminded the believers that before they trusted 
in Jesus, they lived however they wanted. Jesus gave His life to save 
them so they could have a better life—true life through His Word.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: When 
you come to a part 
in the story where 
you are reading what 
Peter wrote to the 
churches, pull out a 
piece of paper and 
read to the kids as 
if you were reading 
from the actual letter 
Peter wrote to the 
churches.

• Vary your voice: 
As you tell the story, 
change the tone of 
your voice as you 
go from what a 
“narrator” would say 
to the words of Peter.

The BIBLE Story
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Faithful in Hard Times
1 Peter 1–2

In the early church, Jesus’ followers faced persecution. The 
disciples told others about Jesus, but some people did not like what 
they were saying. Those people mistreated the believers because of 

their faith, and many believers were forced to leave their 
homes and go to different cities. 

Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples, wrote 
a letter to encourage them. Peter 

was a leader in the church, and he 
wanted to help these believers 

be faithful in hard times.
Peter said, “Praise God! 

He is merciful and has given 
us new life. We have hope 
because of Jesus, whom 
God raised from the dead.” 
Peter reminded believers 
that because we are children 
of God, we have blessings in 

heaven that cannot be taken 
away or destroyed. We rejoice 

in this promise, even though we 
face suffering in this life. When hard 

times happen, God is honored as we 
trust Him by faith.

Peter also wrote, “Hope in Jesus and be 
holy. God is your Father; live in a way that shows 

Him respect.” Peter reminded the believers that before they trusted 
in Jesus, they lived however they wanted. Jesus gave His life to save 
them so they could have a better life—true life through His Word.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: When 
you come to a part 
in the story where 
you are reading what 
Peter wrote to the 
churches, pull out a 
piece of paper and 
read to the kids as 
if you were reading 
from the actual letter 
Peter wrote to the 
churches.

• Vary your voice: 
As you tell the story, 
change the tone of 
your voice as you 
go from what a 
“narrator” would say 
to the words of Peter.

Peter said, “This world is not your home. Do not live 
like people around you who do wrong things. Instead, 
do what is good. Live as servants of God. Show love and 
respect to everyone. Others will see your good works and 
give glory to God.”

Jesus gave us an example to follow. He suffered for us, 
dying for our sins so that we could live for what is right. 
Before, we were like lost sheep. Now Jesus is our Shepherd.

Christ Connection: The Bible says Christians will suffer 
for following Jesus. Peter encouraged believers who faced 
persecution for their faith. Through suffering, God can make 
us more like His Son. Jesus gives us hope and true life so we can 
live joyfully for Him, even in hard times.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Faithful in Hard Times
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 1–2
STORY POINT: Peter encouraged believers who faced persecution.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to fill 
out attendance sheets, and help new kids connect to your 
group. Prompt kids to share about a time they did 
something difficult. Perhaps they started a large puzzle or 
ran a long distance. Did they ever feel like giving up? 
What motivated them to keep going?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Profile of Peter” on the activity 
page. Guide kids to find the references in the Bible and fill 
in the facts about Peter. Review the answer with kids.
SAY • Peter was one of Jesus’ original twelve disciples. He 

became a leader in the early church. Today we will 
learn about some of the ways Peter helped believers 
who faced hard times because of their faith.

• “Profile of Peter” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Easy or Hard?
Provide different scenarios to the kids. Ask them to vote 
on whether they think the situation would be easy or hard. 
Allow a few kids to explain why they voted the way they 
voted. Use the suggested scenarios or come up with your 
own. Play as time allows.

Suggestions:
• Your mom told you not to eat more cookies, but
she’s busy and wouldn’t see you sneak one.

• Your friend’s pet died, and you don’t know how to
comfort her.

• Some kids are picking on a new student at your
school. If you stick up for him, they might pick on 
you as well.

SAY • We all face hard situations sometimes. Doing the 
right thing can often feel like a huge challenge. Who 
do you think helps us choose the right things?



The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Faithful in Hard Times
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Peter 1–2
STORY POINT: Peter encouraged believers who faced persecution.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Display the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud 
2 Peter 1:3 together. Then cover or remove the poster.

Direct kids to sit around a table. Give each kid a piece 
of paper and a pencil. Give one kid a numbered cube. 
The kids will begin writing the passage, while the kid with 
the numbered cube begins rolling. When she rolls a 4, 
she should shout “Pass!” and pass the cube to the right. 
Everyone will also pass the papers to the right. Kids will 
continue writing and passing whenever a 4 is rolled. Play 
until the group writes out the entire key passage.
SAY • Great job! Memorizing God’s Word is so important! 

I hope that you will continue to think about our key 
passage throughout the week!

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Show the location of Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey) on 
the New Testament Mediterranean Map. Distribute Bibles. 
Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to 1 Peter 2. 
Choose a volunteer to read aloud 1 Peter 2:12.
SAY • Peter encouraged believers who faced persecution. 

He told them to honor God by how they responded.

• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• pencils
• numbered cube

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Peter urged the early church to be holy in all their

conduct. (1 Pet. 1:15) How can a sinner be holy? 
Help kids recognize that holy means to be set apart for 
a special purpose. It does not mean that we are sinless, 
because we could never be sinless. We are set apart for 
the special purpose of serving and glorifying God. We 
cannot be holy in our own power. We must be sensitive 
to the Holy Spirit’s conviction in our lives and respond 
to His leading and allow God to use us for His glory.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 12:1.)

2. What did Peter mean when he said “this world is not
your home”? Help kids recognize that while God has 
placed them on the earth for a time, this world as we 
know it is passing away. We have to consider our eternal 
home. Will we spend eternity with Jesus or will we spend 
eternity separated from Him? Peter challenged believers 
to live differently than those who don’t know Jesus; to 
live thinking about eternity.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 John 2:17.)

3. How can we choose to face hard times in our life
knowing that our hope is in Jesus? Help kids recognize 
Peter said that the things of the earth will fade, but 
God’s Word stands forever. For Christians, this means 
that any suffering we experience on earth is temporary.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rev. 21:4.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Secret Bibles
Play a simple game of “Pass the Bible.” Ask for 

one volunteer to be a guard who is trying to catch people 
giving Bibles. The “guard” should stand with his back to 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• Bible
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the group. Ask the other kids to sit next to each other and 
quietly pass the Bible.

The guard can turn at any time and try to guess who has 
the Bible or “catch” the person with the Bible. If the guard 
knows who has the Bible, that person goes to “jail” (sits 
against a wall). Continue to play for several rounds.
SAY • In many places around the world, it is illegal to be 

a Christian. Sometime you can be punished just 
for owning a Bible. In those place, Christians must 
be very careful about when they use their Bibles 
and who they give Bibles to. Lottie Moon faced 
persecution, and persecution still happens today. We 
can pray that God will help believers remain faithful 
in hard times.

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.
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Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then 
pray, thanking the Lord that we don’t have to face any hard 
things in this world alone. Thank Him for the hope and 
true life He gives us so that we can have joy no matter what.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Circle Around” 
on the activity page. Kids should fill in the words missing 
from the story point and then find and circle all the story 
point words in the word search. 

pencils
Journal Page
“Circle Around” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.




