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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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Unit 28 • Session 4

Unit 28 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
2 Peter 1

STORY POINT:  
Peter instructed believers 

to live like Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE:  
2 Peter 1:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How does the Holy Spirit help 

Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts 
us, shows us our sin, and guides us as 

we live for God’s glory.

Living Like  
Jesus
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LEADER Bible Study
Like his first letter, Peter’s second letter was written to believers in the early 
church who had experienced persecution and suffering. At this time, Peter 
was in a Roman prison. He was aware that his death was imminent. (See 
2 Pet. 1:13-15.) Besides the outside threats to their faith, these believers 
were also confronted with false teachers within the church who tried to 
lead them away from the true gospel. 

Peter warned against false teachers. In the opening chapter of his letter, 
Peter’s exhortation to live like Jesus gives believers a measure for making 
sure they are following the truth. The best defense against false teachers 
is a dedication to a knowledge of the truth. As you prepare to teach from 
2 Peter 1, consider these two questions: How do we live like Jesus? Why 
do we live like Jesus?

First, God’s people live like Jesus through the power of Jesus (2 Pet. 1:3-4) 
and through personal application (2 Pet. 1:5-7). Not only is the Christian 
life marked by faith in Christ, it is characterized by goodness, knowledge, 
self-control, endurance, godliness, brotherly affection, and love. These 
come from knowing Jesus, who calls us to Himself.

Second, God’s people live like Jesus to confirm their calling. (2 Pet. 1:8-11) 
If we claim to have faith but do not live like Jesus, we have forgotten what 
Jesus has done for us. Because God has credited to us Jesus’ righteousness, 
we strive to live in loving obedience to Him to show those around us that 
Jesus has truly changed our lives.

Soon after writing this letter, Peter was killed in Rome as Jesus had 
predicted. (John 21:18-19) Help kids grasp that Jesus lived a perfect life 
and died the death we deserve for our sin. When we trust in Jesus, God 
forgives our sins and changes our hearts. Jesus calls and empowers His 
followers to live like Him.
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Living Like Jesus
2 Peter 1

Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples who became a leader in the early 
church. He wrote two letters in the Bible to help believers who were 
facing hard times. When Peter wrote his second letter, he was in a 

Roman prison. He had been arrested because he was a 
follower of Jesus.

Peter wrote, “We have everything we 
need because we know Jesus. When 

we trust in His righteousness, He 
gives us power to live for Him. 

He is good, and He promises 
us good things. So this is how 
we should seek to live. Along 
with faith, seek these things: 
goodness, knowledge, self-
control, patience, brotherly 
affection, and love.” When 
we have these qualities, 
Jesus will be glorified in our 

lives. When we remember the 
good promises God has for us, 

we can rely on His power to resist 
temptation.
Peter wanted the believers to 

remember what Jesus had done for 
them. Jesus did the greatest work by dying 

on the cross. He has taken away our sins! Because 
of Jesus, God invites us into His kingdom and gives us eternal life. 
Peter wrote, “God has chosen you and given you His power, so do 
everything you can to live like Jesus.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Emphasize 
words: Write on 
separate index cards 
the characteristics 
Christians should 
seek in their lives 
(goodness, knowledge, 
self-control, patience, 
etc.) Display the cards 
as you tell the story.

• Use a 
flannelgraph: 
Place a Peter figure 
inside the Roman 
prison, where he 
wrote 2 Peter. 
When Peter tells of 
Jesus’ sacrifice, use 
flannelgraph pieces 
to create a scene with 
Jesus on the cross.

The BIBLE Story
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Living Like Jesus
2 Peter 1

Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples who became a leader in the early 
church. He wrote two letters in the Bible to help believers who were 
facing hard times. When Peter wrote his second letter, he was in a 

Roman prison. He had been arrested because he was a 
follower of Jesus.

Peter wrote, “We have everything we 
need because we know Jesus. When 

we trust in His righteousness, He 
gives us power to live for Him. 

He is good, and He promises 
us good things. So this is how 
we should seek to live. Along 
with faith, seek these things: 
goodness, knowledge, self-
control, patience, brotherly 
affection, and love.” When 
we have these qualities, 
Jesus will be glorified in our 

lives. When we remember the 
good promises God has for us, 

we can rely on His power to resist 
temptation.
Peter wanted the believers to 

remember what Jesus had done for 
them. Jesus did the greatest work by dying 

on the cross. He has taken away our sins! Because 
of Jesus, God invites us into His kingdom and gives us eternal life. 
Peter wrote, “God has chosen you and given you His power, so do 
everything you can to live like Jesus.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Emphasize 
words: Write on 
separate index cards 
the characteristics 
Christians should 
seek in their lives 
(goodness, knowledge, 
self-control, patience, 
etc.) Display the cards 
as you tell the story.

• Use a 
flannelgraph: 
Place a Peter figure 
inside the Roman 
prison, where he 
wrote 2 Peter. 
When Peter tells of 
Jesus’ sacrifice, use 
flannelgraph pieces 
to create a scene with 
Jesus on the cross.

Peter knew he was going to die soon, so he also wrote, 
“You already know what I’m telling you. I want to keep 
reminding you as long as I am living so that you will 
remember even after I’m gone. We did not tell you made-up 
stories. We told you what we saw and heard.”

Christ Connection: Jesus lived a perfect life and died 
the death we deserve for our sin. When we trust in Jesus, 
God forgives our sins and changes our hearts. Jesus calls and 
empowers His followers to live like Him.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Living Like Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1
STORY POINT: Peter instructed believers to live like Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to fill out 
attendance sheets, and help new kids connect to your 
group. Prompt kids to think about why followers of Jesus 
should live differently than people who do not follow Jesus.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Color by Number” on the activity 
page. Guide kids to use the key to color in the spaces.
SAY • In this picture, people are sharing bread with those in 

need. Why do you think the Bible tells us to do good 
things? Listen to today’s Bible story to find out.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Follow me
Join kids in forming a circle. Start the game by performing 
one action, such as pointing to your nose. The kid next to 
you will continue the action by pointing to his nose and 
then adding another action such as hopping one time.

The kid next to him will do the previous two actions 
and then add one of her own. Continue around the circle, 

• “Color by Number” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• colored pencils or 
markers
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remembering each action in order. Play additional rounds as 
time allows.
SAY • Great job! In order to be successful at this game, you 

needed to pay attention and copy the actions of the 
players in front of you. In today’s Bible story, we are 
going to learn how important it is for believers to 
know Jesus and live like Him and for Him.
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Living Like Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1
STORY POINT: Peter instructed believers to live like Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does the Holy Spirit help Christians? The 

Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, and guides us as we live for 
God’s glory.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Display the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud 
2 Peter 1:3 together.

Form kids into groups of four or five, depending on the 
size of the whole group. Each small group should form a 
circle. Display the key passage somewhere in the room. One 
kid in each group will start by saying the first word of the 
key passage. The kid to the left will say the second word 
and so on until the passage is complete. For the next round, 
cover or remove the displayed key passage so kids will have 
to complete this activity from memory.
SAY • Great job! I’m praying that God will use this verse 

to encourage you and that the Holy Spirit will bring 
it back to your memory every time you need to 
remember its truth.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to 2 Peter 1. Choose a volunteer to read aloud 2 Peter 1:5-7.
SAY • When Peter wrote this letter, he was in a Roman 

prison. [Point out Rome (B1) on the New Testament 
Mediterranean Map.]

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What does Peter tell Christians to seek? Help kids

recognize that it is important to demonstrate faith 
with other God-honoring qualities such as goodness, 
knowledge, self-control, patience, brotherly affection, 
and love. These qualities help others see that we are 
living for Jesus and point others to Him. They also show 
that the Holy Spirit is at work in a person’s life. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Gal. 5:22-23.)

2. What does it mean to trust God’s righteousness?
Help kids recognize that trusting God’s righteousness 
means trusting His character. We know who God is and 
how He cares for His people. He has proven Himself 
as trustworthy over and over. When we trust His 
righteousness, we are trusting that He always has the 
best plans for us. This trust allows us to live for Him 
with confidence in His power. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 145:17.)

3. How can you live like Jesus right now? Help kids
recognize when we trust Jesus, He empowers us to live 
for Him. We can live for Him in any situation we face. 
Challenge kids to think of one situation where they 
can show faith and trust in God as He develops the 
characteristics Peter mentioned (goodness, knowledge, 
self-control, patience, brotherly affection, and love). 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Col. 3:12-14.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Thank-you notes
Distribute a thank-you note to each kid. Help the 

kids write thank-you notes to people who have helped them 
learn about Jesus, such as their parents, pastors, ministry 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• thank-you notes, 
1 per kid

• pens or pencils
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volunteers, or missionaries your church supports. 
SAY • Lottie Moon wrote many letters from China. 

She encouraged people to give, to send more 
missionaries, and to pray. She also wrote to thank the 
people who supported her on her mission. 

Peter instructed believers to live like Jesus. Each 
of us has been supported and loved in one way or 
another by people who want us to know more about 
Jesus and obey His commands. We can thank those 
who live on mission so that you can know Jesus!

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.
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Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
thanking God for His mercy and grace and for empowering 
us to live for Him.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Like Jesus Flags” 
on the activity page. Kids should design flags to represent 
four of the eight characteristics listed in 2 Peter 1:5-7. 

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Like Jesus Flags” 

activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.




