
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Diary 
Part 2: Weeks 6-10 

 
 



  
  



Welcome 
 
Term 1 has been a big one for us as a church family! We have 
sent out a large team of dear brothers and sisters to start a 
new church in Tonsley. Not to mention all the difficulties 
we’ve had at the start of another pandemic year, and of 
course all the surprises that meet us in our daily lives.  
In the midst of all that, Easter is drawing near. What better 
place to turn for strength and grounding, than the story that 
defines who we are. The closing chapters of Luke narrate the 
harrowing, exposing, and ultimately life-giving events 
leading up to the unfair crucifixion and bodily resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead. This is the story of a generous and 
merciful God calling lost people everywhere – including 
people like you and I – into the joy of eating and drinking with 
him in his Kingdom. Whether you’ve known Jesus for a long 
time, or you’re exploring whether he’s someone worth 
knowing, I’m praying that our term spent dwelling on the 
closing chapters of Luke’s gospel will be deeply beneficial for 
all of us. 
One of our members here at CLG, Jim Smith, has very kindly 
written these reflections on Luke’s gospel for us, to draw us 
to pray in response to what God reveals of himself in this rich 
part of the Bible. They’re a great way to keep soaking in these 
gospel truths throughout the week and I commend them to 
you. 
 
Jamie Seyfang 
Campus Pastor 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Week Beginning 21 March 2022 
Luke 22:66–23:25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Monday:  If??? 
Scripture says: Luke 22:67 
“If you are the Messiah, …tell us”. Jesus answered, “If I 
tell you, you will not believe me…” 

Thought 
Here is the reality we face, and the problem is more 
acute for us today. These leaders had heard Jesus 
teach, had eyewitness reports of incredible healings, 
some witnessed by their own. But Jesus is right – they 
are not interested in his answer or the truth – only in 
their own vested interests. This barrier remains for us! 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we see hardness of the human heart. 
Truth is irrelevant when vested interests feel 
threatened – and Jesus threatened the status and 
wealth of these leaders Today, Your miracles are not 
visible except to those of faith. We witness to a world 
of vested interests, a world scared of change and 
perceived threats to lifestyle. Yet, we live in a world of 
desperate people, who hunger for more, but are never 
satisfied. Your truth remains. Your salvation is still on 
offer – but only You can bring about saving faith as 
You regenerate hearts. Lord, we have planted Tonsley 
and seek to regrow CLG to reach the lost. They 
desperately need to hear the gospel with Your Spirit 
giving understanding. Please guide us Lord! 



Tuesday: Truth – but will there be Justice? 

Scripture says: Luke 23:4 
“I find no basis for a charge against this man.” 

Thought 

The accusations made amount to treason and 
insurrection. But Pilate quickly declares innocence, 
perhaps knowing the true motivation of these leaders. 
Jesus would have come to his attention, and maybe 
intrigued him. Perhaps Jesus’ silence, and the only 
answer he gave tells Pilate this is no ordinary case. 

Prayer  

Lord Jesus, something about You makes this 
ruthless governor uneasy. Normally, he would take 
such accusations seriously, especially in rebellious 
Israel where he has already put down rebellions. But 
there was something about You. Perhaps Your 
calmness and unusual silence made him uneasy. 
Perhaps Pilate felt or knew You were special. Pilate 
senses the lying accusations and declares Your 
innocence. But will Pilate have the courage to follow 
through. Do I have the strength to follow through 
Lord? Do I follow through on witness and truth? You 
know, for You know my heart. Where I am deficient, 
strengthen me Lord. Then, may I glorify You in every 
aspect of my life. You deserve no less. Amen. 



Wednesday: He’s Too Frustrating!!!  
Scripture says: Luke 23:11 
Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked 
him…they sent him back to Pilate. 
Thought 
How do you react when you don’t get your way? Here, 
Jesus is a great disappointment, he doesn’t follow the 
script. Herod’s reaction is to ridicule, and send Jesus 
back to Pilate (which means he acknowledged Pilate’s 
authority, fixing the division between them). What can 
we learn from this episode? 
Prayer 
You are so submissive Lord! You don’t complain or 
moan Your plight as far as we can see. You model for 
us steadfastness and endurance. By contrast Herod 
reacts to frustration in a typically human way. When 
our gospel arguments frustrate our opponents, they 
are likely to do the same. So Lord, this begs the 
question, how do I respond when others frustrate me? 
Do I ridicule, or worse, do I gossip? If I have done this, 
forgive me Lord and transform my mind to greater 
humility. And Lord, when I am ridiculed, may I hold 
back retaliation and stick to the truth. It’s not easy 
Lord, for I am fighting pride and shame. But You show 
me the way – may I be given the strength to follow. 
Amen. 



Thursday: Mike, Karen, Amelia & Mitchell Roe serving in 
South Africa (Update 10 Feb.) 

A busy time! GWK has restarted 
with language intensives, Mike 
has preached 4x in 2 weeks on 
top of having 4 subjects to 
teach. College community life 
is back in full swing. Meanwhile, 
Karen is busy with online 
teaching of Kenyan bible 
college lecturers via Zoom – 
much to give thanks for. 
Notwithstanding Omicron, 

 

church is back face-to-face and home groups have 
restarted 

Give thanks 
• That St Pauls in Kenya is committed to theology 

students learning well; 

• That GWC faculty is able to share lunch with students 
and college life is returning to a form of normality; 

• That Kwatouta Katenda (from Namibia) has started 
postgrad studies aimed at a Namibian church plant. 

Please Pray: 
• For Karen as she teaches international bible college 

staff online using her experience in adult education; 
• For Mike with his enormous workload this semester, 

plus chapel preaching; 

• That their local church will settle back into training 
believers and pastoral and missional activities. 

 



Friday: Mmm, What Would I Have Done? 
Scripture says: Luke 23:18 
But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! 
Release Barabbas to us.” 
Thought 
How symbolic! Jesus takes the place of a convicted 
criminal, accepting the punishment that he did not 
deserve! Now, how would you have reacted in that 
crowd, after Jesus was arrested and with the priests 
actively condemning him? Was he a false messiah? 

Prayer  

Lord Jesus, this all seems topsy turvy, and yet is 
perfectly understandable from a human viewpoint. 
Your wonderful signs and amazing teaching seem 
forgotten as You stand bedraggled with priests all 
against You. Surely You are guilty if they say so? 
How easy it is to be deceived, to deceive ourselves, 
or be carried along with popular sentiment. Lord, we 
need discernment and faith that can see behind life’s 
experiences. We need understanding to recognise 
truth and stand up for You and for justice. We need 
hope that can stand firm against earthly pressures. 
May Your Spirit guide us in life’s decisions, in ways 
that we can witness to You, and in the eternal hope 
that we enjoy because of Your self giving. Hallelujah! 



Saturday: Human Frailty on Display 

Scripture says: Luke 23:24 
So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 

Thought 
Pilate has declared Jesus not-guilty three times – to 
no avail. Now he faces a possible riot on top of 
standing against politically connected Jewish 
leaders. Pilate is in a fix, and with typical human 
frailty, caves in to avoid compromising his position. 
Before condemning – how do you handle pressure? 

Prayer  
Sovereign Lord, You alone rule with true justice and 
grace. There is no compromise in You, but there is 
love and righteousness. All of us face pressure at 
some point, whether at home, work or in political 
leadership. Our usual way out of lose-lose situations 
is compromise, denial, or ruthless suppression. 
Praise Your Name Lord that Your way is that of 
loving righteousness. Help me Lord to make 
decisions that are right and just, ignoring the 
personal cost. Help me to make loving decisions that 
do not compromise what is important. Let my yes be 
yes, and my no be no. Strengthen me Lord, to be 
more like You, even accepting suffering for what is 
right. This is only possible in Your strength. Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 

Week Beginning 28 March 2022 
Luke 23:26–56 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Monday:  Watch Out for Yourselves! 

Scripture says: Luke 23:28 

“…Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep 
for yourselves and for your children…” 

Thought 

Scourged, beaten, and abused, and only women mourn 
for Jesus. But even in this suffering, he thinks of 
others, warning them of the terrible times to come 
when Rome will destroy the city. V,31 is very telling – if 
this can happen when the Messiah comes, anything is 
possible for sinful humanity. Where are you placed? 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, You model for us the self-giving mercy of 
God. In Your torment, You empathise with these 
women, and even forgive those who crucify You. You 
are indeed rich in mercy, grace and love. Rightly You 
point to the depravity of humanity, who reject all the 
signs heaven provided in You. We are indeed capable of 
great sin. So Lord, we are not shocked by wars from 
rising nationalism, of abuse, of corruption and self-
centred materialism. The real miracle is that You 
tolerate us at all. But Your patience has a limit, and You 
will return in judgement. You will return to eradicate 
sin, transforming us so that we do not sin, but willingly 
serve You, our Sovereign Lord. Come Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 



Tuesday: How Wrong Can We Be??? 
Scripture says: Luke 23:35 
The people stood watching and the leaders sneered 
at him… 
Thought 
What would you have done if you were there? Be 
honest with yourself! Israel’s leaders mock the Messiah 
– and in their minds for good reason. How could the 
Messiah be condemned? They think they have won, 
that they were right to condemn him. How wrong they 
were, and how wrong the world is to reject Jesus.  

Prayer  
We might think, ‘What self-centred arrogance these 
leaders displayed’ – but are they not humanity’s 
representatives, rejecting You as we have throughout 
history? We cannot judge Lord, for it is equally our sin 
that condemned and crucified You. As I reflect upon 
Luke’s message, open my mind to honest humility that 
recognises my sin, my accountability, and Your saving 
grace. May this inspire me to repentance, and grateful 
thanks that You call me from sin to share Your 
righteousness. Then Lord, send me out in the power of 
Your transforming Spirit, to live for You, to serve 
others, and to forgive as You forgive. Help me to 
increasingly become the person You desire me to be, 
living to give You glory and honour. Amen. 



Wednesday: Nobody is Beyond Salvation. 

Scripture says: Luke 23:42 

Then he said, “Remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.” 

Thought 

What do you see in the mirror? Sinner or saved? One 
criminal scoffs Jesus, but the other recognises Jesus’ 
innocence, and asks for mercy. Nobody is beyond faith 
if the Spirit is working. Jesus replies, ‘Yes, you will be 
with me in paradise’. Wouldn’t you like to hear that said 
to You? Well, the gospel speaks it to You! Time is short! 

Prayer  

You opened the eyes of this criminal, so that he could 
repent and be saved. Thank You that You opened mine 
to share that same salvation, with the promise of 
heaven to come. Thank You Lord, that nobody is 
beyond Your reach. You can melt even the hardest 
heart if that is Your will. You melted mine, and grew 
saving faith where there was condemnation. Was I any 
worse than that criminal when You called me? No Lord, 
sin is sin, for all sin equally caused Your suffering. So 
Lord, help me not to judge the sin of others. Stop me 
from comparing myself with those who break Your 
commandments. Rather, inspire me to repentance, and 
prayer for the lost. We are all lost without You. Please 
transform my perception and understanding. Amen. 



Thursday: Malcolm, Ainsley, Elsie, June, Calvin & 
Hugo Purdey, planning to serve in Chile 

We celebrated the Purdey’s 
commissioning on the 30th 
January, but sadly their visas 
have yet to arrive. Being in 
limbo is never easy, but the 
good news (via Ali Williams) is 
that accommodation and 
schools have been arranged in 
Santiago.   
Also, Frances Cook, another CEP staff member 
provided by CMS will be returning in April and can help 
them settle. Let’s be positive for them! 

Give Thanks: 

• That Malcolm and Ainsley were commissioned at 
TCLG, and for our privilege to be their partners; 

• That they have schools and accommodation 
arranged already – this will make transition easier; 

• For the commitment of the Purdeys to serve God 
and us sacrificially in this way. 

Please Pray: 

• That their visas will arrive soon, and that suitable 
flights will be available; 

• That the children will be Ok on the very long flight, 
and that Malcolm & Ainsley are not stressed; 

• For Malcolm as he starts preparations for teaching, 
and for Ainsley as she settles the children. 



Friday: Not What We Expect. 

Scripture says: Luke 23:47 
The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised 
God and said, “Surely, this was a righteous man.” 
Thought 
OK, the centurion has witnessed Jesus forgiveness, 
submission to God, and the signs from creation that 
suggested this Jesus, who had just died on the cross, 
was special. He declares Jesus’ innocence, and 
amazingly, he praises God. Not a pagan god, but 
Yahweh! Quite unexpected from a hardened soldier! 

Prayer  
Holy Saviour, the curtain tore in two, revealing that the 
way to God was open – to everyone who believes. This 
centurion does the right thing, acknowledging You, 
and praising God. He may not have understood Jewish 
expectation of the Messiah, but he knew he’d just 
witnessed something truly special. Even creation 
testified to the enormity of the event. Holy Lord, help 
me to recognise the full import of what just happened. 
Sins forgiven. Relationship with God restored. No more 
human priestly mediation is needed, we can access 
You directly in prayer. Even Gentiles can come to You. 
The wonder stuns me, and I can only say, ‘Thank You, 
my Lord and my Saviour. To You be all glory. May I 
humbly serve You with unending love.’ Amen  



Saturday: Unexpected Exemplars.  

Scripture says: Luke 23:55–6 

The women…from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the 
tomb…they went home and prepared… 

Thought 

Who is it that remains with Jesus – his male disciples 
who claimed unending loyalty? No. In Luke’s Gospel it 
was the women who had followed Jesus from Galilee. 
They watched his suffering and made sure that they 
knew where Jesus was buried, so they could prepare 
him for burial properly. They model faith for us. 

Prayer 

Sovereign Lord, it is not those who performed baptism 
and miracles in Your name that showed faithfulness. It 
was not those who pledged absolute allegiance, but 
ran away. It was those considered weak, who showed 
their faithfulness by staying with You. What we say is 
important, especially when we testify to the gospel. 
But words must be spoken alongside faithful deeds. 
Strengthen my faith Lord to do what is right, whether 
loving my neighbour or testifying to Your works of 
salvation. Help me to remain faithful when challenge 
comes, and I feel threatened. Grant me the courage to 
say and do what You desire, even if this prejudices my 
situation. Then may I glorify Your name. Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 

Week Beginning 4 April 2022 
Luke 24:1–12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Monday:  Loving Service. 
Scripture says: Luke 24:1 
…early in the morning, the women took the spices they 
had prepared and went to the tomb. 

Thought 
In 23:55–6, the women follow the burial party and note 
where Jesus is entombed. As soon as the Sabbath is 
over, they return to prepare the body. What were they 
thinking? Early morning was risky for women to be 
about, and how were they going to get past the guards 
and roll away the stone? But these faithful women go. 

Prayer 
Sovereign Lord, these faithful women served You in 
death, as they did in life. There were no ‘ifs or buts’, but 
simple acts of loving service. If there were obstacles, 
they were going to find a way around them. What fine 
exemplars they are for us Lord. They show how the 
weak have strength to act when love for You is the 
motivation. Well Lord, we are weak in ourselves, but 
strong in You. May our love for You compel us to serve 
without counting the cost. May our love for You 
overcome fear that impedes service and mission. May 
our love for You inspire heartfelt worship in thought, 
word and deed. May our love for You bring joy in 
adversity, and may faith bring down the barriers we 
face as Your followers. May our love glorify You! Amen. 



Tuesday: What’s Happening!!! 
Scripture says: Luke 24:2–3 
They found the stone rolled away…they did not find 
the body of the Lord Jesus. 
Thought 
Grief can blind our perception and understanding. 
These women come in grief, and are now faced with 
the unexpected – the empty tomb. No need to worry 
about guards and moving that super-heavy stone. The 
place is empty – where has the Lord gone? What did 
this mean? How would You have reacted? 

Prayer  
Holy Lord, our expectations and prejudices can blind 
us to reality. Like these faithful women, we may not 
grasp what is happening in our everyday situations. 
When we are confused spiritually, may Your Spirit 
open our minds. When we struggle to discern what 
You are doing, may Your Spirit open our spiritual 
eyes. When fear or grief overcome us, may Your 
Spirit strengthen us to persevere in doing what is 
right in Your eyes. May we find peace even when we 
do not understand what is happening to us – and 
may we remain faithful to our dying breath. There is 
one Lord. There is one Saviour. There is one hope. 
Help us to cling to You. Amen. 



Wednesday: Remember!!! 

Scripture says: Luke 24:6–8 
“He is not here, he has risen! Remember how he told 
you…’The Son of Man must be delivered over… 

Thought 

Angels petrify these faithful women, but now utter 
words that will irrevocably change their lives – ‘He has 
risen’. Even then, the angels must spell out what Jesus 
predicted three times in Mark’s gospel. Now it dawns 
on them, and this new dawn changes everything. 
Jewish Messianic hope is given eternal perspective.  

Prayer  

Lord Jesus, faith begins with understanding. But we 
are really slow to grasp the truth when it is unexpected 
and beyond human reason. Spell it out for us Lord and 
help us grasp the enormity of what You achieved in 
Your death and resurrection. Then Lord, may this 
knowledge and consequent faith change everything in 
my life. Transform my value-system, and align it to the 
Father’s will. Transform my heart that I may love 
unselfishly and serve willingly. Transform my mind to 
see beyond this world to the underlying reality of God’s 
eternal kingdom. Open my whole being to Your word, 
and make it the foundation for wise decisions and 
faithful witness. Thank You Lord for calling me into 
Your Kingdom. May Your name be praised. Hallelujah! 



Thursday: Tamie, Arthur, Elliot & Callum serving 
with TAFES in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania (5 March) 
Fasting is common in Tasmania – 
and at TAFES, where Arthur 
works. Tamie & Arthur are trying 
to understand the mindset behind 
this, and have joined their 
colleagues. There is some 
headway with Arthur’s visa, but its 
still not come through. Thankfully, 
Covid does not seem to be getting 
out of hand in Tanzania. TAFES   
Are still looking for a new National Director. 
Give Thanks: 
• That Arthur & Tamie are prepared to engage with local 

Christians by fasting with them;  
• That there is some progress on Arthur’s visa; 
• That the Davis family are healthy and strong. 
Please Pray 
• That Arthur’s new visa will be released soon; 
• That God will quickly provide a new National Director to 

replace Mussa; 
• That Arthur can assist in the transition to the new leadership 

as he has in the past; 
• That the Davis family and TAFES staff will remain safe as 

the pandemic continues; 
• That TAFES will succeed in reaching students with the 

gospel, and nurturing Christian leadership in Tanzania and 
the surrounding region. 



Friday: Does it Seem Like Nonsense to You? 

Scripture says: Luke 24:11 
But they did not believe the women, because their 
words seemed to them like nonsense. 

Thought 
The women hurry back and tell the Eleven. They react 
according to their cultural norms. Women were not 
legal witnesses – and besides, who has ever risen from 
death the way they describe? Nothing’s changed! The 
gospel is unreasonable, counter-cultural and simply 
nonsense to the world. Our eyes need opening. 

Prayer  

Heavenly Father, who can understand Your ways? 
Who can grasp eternal concepts and find a way out 
of the human dilemma? Only You, the Holy and 
wholly Wise God. How vain to think that we can 
determine our fate. How arrogant to think that we 
control our lives. How stupid we are: slow to hear and 
spiritually blind to the words and acts of our Creator. 
Forgive me Lord when doubts enter, and worldly 
reason seeks to overcome faith. Grant me 
understanding, and faith that can accept what the 
world cannot grasp. Thank You Father, that your 
Spirit opens my ears, and though I see poorly at 
times, You still guide my way. Praise be to You. 



Saturday: Faith, or Wonder?  

Scripture says: Luke 24:12c 

…and he went away, wondering to himself what had 
happened. 

Thought 

Peter runs to the tomb and finds it exactly as the 
women describe. Does faith now enter his heart? It 
seems not – wonder not faith emerges. The truth is 
just too hard to comprehend. Who are we to judge! We 
cannot see until we are given spiritual glasses of faith. 
Do you know anyone who is uncommitted?  

Prayer (fill in the gap) 

It’s easy Lord, to sit in church and enjoy the fine 
sermons and loving community. Easy to say ‘I believe’ 
when there is no cost to pay; to be a church-goer, but 
remain uncommitted. But that’s not Your way. There is 
no fence we can sit on, no half-way compromise. We 
are either all-in, or all-out. But we are not to judge, for 
You alone know the human heart. So Lord, I pray for 
those who are still wondering, but are yet to come to 
convicted faith. I pray for …. Help me to speak the 
words they need to hear. Help me to show empathy, 
but persevere in faithful witness and love. Help me to 
constantly remember that I was blind, until You helped 
me see. I plead Lord, open the eyes of …’s heart. Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 

Week Beginning 11 April 2022 
Luke 24:13–35 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Monday:  Resurrection Proof 
Scripture says: Luke 24:15 
As they talked…Jesus came up and walked with them; 
but they were kept from recognising him. 

Thought 
Two disciples are walking 7 miles from Jerusalem to 
Emmaus, about 2h. But this was no ordinary journey as 
Jesus joins them. Often focus is on why they were 
prevented from recognising him, and yes there is a 
greater purpose. But think about it – Jesus walked 
with them! This is not just a spiritual resurrection!  

Prayer 
Risen Lord, You reveal Yourself on Your terms, often in 
obscure ways that have a purpose in God’s Kingdom. 
But this is not a vision, or some short appearance. You 
walk with these two men, showing how physical Your 
resurrection is. And it’s not high-profile apostles, but 
ordinary disciples who are still wondering about Your 
crucifixion, and the women’s claims. Like us, they 
reveal the limits of humanity. We cannot discern what 
You are doing, and who You are, unless You reveal 
Yourself. You have done that for every believer. 
Amazing grace! We are not special. We are not 
deserving of Your call. We are the recipients of grace. 
May that love pierce our beings and transform our 
motives and attitudes. Then may we praise You. Amen. 



Tuesday: What things? 
Scripture says: Luke 24:17b–19 
…faces downcast…”Are you the only one…who does not 
know the things that have happened…?” “What 
things?” 
Thought 
Jesus quietly asks them what they’re discussing, and 
their grief and lack of understanding emerges. In vv. 
19b–24 they will outline Jesus’ death, and the witness 
of the women to his resurrection. But their downcast 
faces show their lack of belief. Can we blame them? 
What happens when God overturns your expectations? 
Prayer  
Almighty God, understanding comes very slowly, and 
only when You proactively reveal Yourself. There is an 
irony in this narrative, and You intend us to grasp the 
full truth of what happened. Your resurrection was 
very real, and very physical. As understanding the full 
nature of Your death is necessary, so is grasping the 
nature of Your resurrection. Help me Lord to grasp the 
depths and heights of this turning point in salvation 
history. May this understanding ground my faith in You 
and provide the hope I need when troubles come. Grow 
this understanding in me that I may have confidence in 
my gospel witness. There are many who cannot 
recognise You. May I be Your agent who helps open 
eyes so that faith can enter. Amen. 



Wednesday: How Foolish You Are! 
Scripture says: Luke 24:25–27 
“…How foolish… and how slow to believe”...And 
beginning with Moses…he explained…what was said… 
Thought 
I was slow too. I used to look in the mirror and see a 
sinner, and think, ‘what more do I need to do’. That 
revealed my lack of biblical understanding. It showed 
my slowness in accepting the free grace of God. But 
wouldn’t it have been incredible to hear Jesus outline 
what Scripture foretold – what a sermon! 
Prayer  
Lord Jesus, we are slow to learn, and sometimes even 
slower to accept that salvation is free grace: utterly 
independent of our actions. These two disciples 
represent us all to varying degrees. The fulness of the 
gospel is so counter-intuitive, that we must wrestle 
with doubts, and the scepticism of society. But 
nothing happened that had not been foretold. 
Scripture paints the picture, albeit in many episodes 
across thousands of years. The detail is complex, but 
the big picture so simple. We sinned, and in Your mercy 
and love, You worked to restore our relationship with 
You. We cannot take any credit – thank goodness! So 
Lord, I take a deep breath and say thank You. Make me 
the person You want me to be, doing what You desire. 
Amen. 



Praying for Mike, Karen, Amelia & Mitchell Roe serving in 
South Africa (Update 10 Feb.) 

A busy time! GWK has restarted 
with language intensives, Mike 
has preached 4x in 2 weeks on 
top of having 4 subjects to teach. 
College community life is back in 
full swing. Meanwhile, Karen is 
busy with online teaching of 
Kenyan bible college lecturers 
via Zoom – much to give thanks 
for. Notwithstanding Omicron, 

 

church is back face-to-face and home groups have restarted 

Give thanks 
• That St Pauls in Kenya is committed to theology 

students learning well via Theological Education 
Development Services; 

• That GWC faculty is able to share lunch with students 
and college life is returning to a form of normality; 

• That Kwatouta Katenda (from Namibia) has started 
postgrad studies intending to church plant back in 
Namibia. 

Please Pray: 
• For Karen as she teaches online using her experience in 

adult education; 
• For For Mike with his enormous workload this semester, 

plus chapel preaching; 
• That their local church will settle back into training 

believers and pastoral and missional activities. 



Friday: Eyes – and hearts opened. 

Scripture says: Luke 24:30c–31a 
…he took bread, gave thanks, broke it…Then their eyes 
were opened and they recognised him… 

Thought 
As Jesus breaks bread and gives thanks, their eyes are 
opened, and Jesus disappears. Mission accomplished? 
Look at their reaction. “Were not our hearts burning 
within us…?” This is the Spirit opening hearts to God’s 
Word. Now they are given absolute proof of the Risen 
Lord. So, what is needed to break Your resistance? 

Prayer  
Sovereign Lord, it is incredible how You persevere with 
us. Your patience is amazing. Each time we share Your 
meal of remembrance, our spiritual eyes should be fully 
open, and our hearts truly thankful. If we let Your 
Supper become merely ritual, our hearts are not 
engaged. But our hearts need to be engaged, 
constantly aware of Your love and self-giving. This 
puts our life into perspective and aligns us to Your 
Kingdom. Holy Spirit, work in our hearts so that we 
understand God’s word so that it fill our whole being. 
May our hearts be renewed and re-energised so that 
we live our lives to God’s glory. One day, after we have 
persevered in faith, we will share bread with You in 
heaven. There will be no doubt, only life. Hallelujah! 



Saturday: We Must Share This!  

Scripture says: Luke 24:33–34 

They got up at and returned at once to Jerusalem. 
There they found the Eleven…saying, “It is true!”… 

Thought 

Its easy to miss the detail here. In v.29 we learned that 
it was early evening, and since then they have taken 
supper. It would have been dark – and returning to 
Jerusalem was quite dangerous. But they cannot hold 
themselves back, this was just too important. They had 
to share their experience with the other disciples. 

Prayer 

Gracious Lord, please help us to remember the 
moment when we realised the reality of our salvation. 
Help us to feel the joy of being part of Your family. May 
that motivate me to share Your gospel truth with my 
family, friends, neighbours and colleagues. By Your 
Spirit free my tongue to proclaim the grace and mercy 
of God. This is our collective and individual calling. 
Equip us to be Your ambassadors in thought, word and 
deed. Grow Your love for the lost in my heart and 
liberate me from doubt and fear that impedes my 
witness. You have gifted all of us for Kingdom work. 
Show me how I can serve You. Send me out in the 
power of Your Spirit, motivated by love. Amen. 
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Monday:  Peace?? I’m Scared Stiff! 
Scripture says: Luke 24:36c–37a 
…”Peace be with you.” They were startled and 
frightened, thinking they saw a ghost… 
Thought 
The heading is sceptical – but we shouldn’t be. How 
would we react on a Sunday if Jesus suddenly stood 
amongst us. The disciples are discussing Jesus’ 
resurrection appearances when suddenly he is there. 
Luke keeps reiterating the reality of Jesus’ 
resurrection – and that this was not expected by the 
disciples. 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus, how would we react if you physically stood 
amongst us on a Sunday? Excited? Scared? 
worshipful? Awestruck? Those and more. Yet Lord, You 
promised to be with us when we gather in Your name. 
If we have faith we need not fear, but we should be 
excited, awestruck and filled with worship. Your word 
in sermon and song should pierce our hearts. Perhaps 
Lord, we take You and our salvation too much for 
granted. Have we lost the love that we felt when we 
first came to know You as Lord and Saviour? Tonsley 
suggests not. But the temptation is ever real. By Your 
Spirit, make our faith fresh each day. Help us to be 
caught in wonder that You have called us. Then, let 
this motivate us to love and serve You. Amen. 



Tuesday: Yes, I’m Real!!! 
Scripture says: Luke 24:39 
“Look at my hands and feet…Touch me and see; a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones…” 
Thought 
Luke also emphasises the physical nature of Jesus’ 
resurrection. God may be spirit (John 4:24), but Jesus 
was incarnated physically, and now shows how his 
body remains physical. He even asks for something to 
eat. Yes, Jesus, body transcends his earthly body, but 
is still flesh. This has implications for our resurrection. 
Prayer  
Sadly Lord, many church leaders deny the 
resurrection, or advocate some mindless joining to a 
universal spirit. This goes against Your promises, 
undermining faith and diminishing hope. We may not 
understand the nature of resurrection, but we can 
trust in Your promises. How can we share in Your 
heavenly banquet if we cannot eat? So Lord, though 
we may not fully understand, let us not doubt the 
fulness of the resurrection. Rather, may that belief 
help us see beyond mortality and the pain of suffering. 
May Your promises spur us on to greater love and 
service that witnesses to Your ongoing presence. We 
will rise as a new creation, a life of worship without 
doubt or pain and with a joy that we can only glimpse 
now. Amen. 



Wednesday: Surely, This Was Expected? 

Scripture says: Luke 24:44 
“This is what I told you…everything must be fulfilled 
that is written about me…” 

Thought 

Jesus essentially says that the OT speaks about him. 
He emphasises that God was working throughout 
history to repair the brokenness we introduced with 
sin. We cannot fully understand the gospel without the 
OT revealing our inability to fix a broken relationship 
with God. The OT and the NT are a unified whole. 

Prayer  

Gracious Father, from eternity You were prepared for 
our sinful ways. No matter how much love You poured 
upon Your chosen people, they still rebelled. Humanity 
simply would not accept You on Your terms as Creator. 
Love cannot be coerced, but equally Your holiness 
cannot be compromised. We still sin, but I believe that 
Jesus has paid for my rebellion, bringing forgiveness 
instead of wrath. Your solution was sacrificial self-
giving in Jesus. Thank You that to understand this we 
must wrestle with Scripture, for this draws us closer to 
You. Thank You for the assurance of salvation through 
faith and Your indwelling Spirit. Thank You that faith 
cannot be bought or earned, for then it would be 
meaningless. Thank You for everything. Amen. 



Thursday: Malcolm, Ainsley, Elsie, June, Calvin & 
Hugo Purdey, serving at CEP in Chile 

By God’s grace, the Purdey 
family will now be in Santiago. 
Dwarfed by the Andes, a city 
filled with buses bringing 
workers in and out, pisco sour 
the typical evening drink, and 
very complex politics. A very 
different environment from 
Adelaide. It will be exciting, but  
also very scary – and with four children perhaps 
wondering what’s happening. Now also, their Spanish 
will be severely tested. They need our prayers! 

Give Thanks: 

• That the Purdeys have accommodation and schools 
pre-arranged, and the CEP community to help; 

• That their Christian vocation can start in earnest as 
our representatives in Chile; 

Please Pray: 

• That the children will transition and settle well; 

• That Malcolm will be able to cope with the pressure 
of teaching in a foreign language; 

• That Ainsley will manage with shopping, neighbours, 
schools and the balance between family and 
ministry; 

• That they will find a local church where they can 
make a difference, while enjoying support and love. 



Friday: Let Us Go (1) 
Scripture says: Luke 24:47–48 
…repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 
preached…to all nations…You are witnesses… 
Thought 
Jesus presents the ongoing task of the church. In the 
Book of Acts, Luke describes how this unfolds. That 
momentum continues today. There have been 
historical moments when this mission was on a knife 
edge – but God raised up someone, like Athanasius or 
Martin Luther, to maintain gospel truth. Let us go! 
Prayer  
Sovereign Lord, the Old Testament promise of 
Abraham 12:3 continues to be worked out as Your 
gospel is proclaimed. Thank You for the privilege of 
calling me to join in this task. Thank You that the 
Tonsley plant provides opportunities for outreach, 
growth and discipleship; there and at CLG. It is a 
critical task involving eternal life or death. Help us to 
maintain momentum in the next 12 months as we 
strive to reach out into our local communities. It will 
not be easy. It will require a degree of sacrifice from 
each of us. But Your self-giving inspires us, and Your 
‘love compels us’. Guide us Lord so that we remain on 
the path You want us to run. Let us not be distracted 
by temptations that will be thrown against us. Your will 
be done. Amen. 

 

Saturday: Let us Go (2)  



Scripture says: Luke 24:49 

“I am going to send you what my Father 
promised…power from on high.” 

Thought 

We know that this ‘power’ is the Holy Spirit that came 
at Pentecost, and is given to all believers. Acts shows 
how the Spirit directed and empowered mission. That 
empowering continues today. When we go, we do not 
go alone. We have each other and the Spirit.  

Prayer 

Praise be Your name Lord. You do not send us out 
empty handed, but with Your Holy Spirit within. Led by 
simple fishermen, the early church defied Jewish 
opposition and Roman Empire cults. Like them, when 
we witness, we do not speak alone. We have the Spirit 
inspiring our proclamation. You choose to combine our 
gospel words, with the Spirit changing hearts and 
enabling faith. But Lord, the early church did not take 
this for granted. It was a praying church that sought 
and submitted to Your guidance. Make us like them 
Lord. Inspire us to prayer. Overcome the barriers in us, 
and in the world, that impede the gospel. Like Isaiah, 
may we say, ‘here we are, send us’. So, may new life 
come to the lost, and Your Name be glorified. Amen. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


