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Last week I saw *JT again; it had been a few 
years since we last met and talked.

The first time I met JT was in a university 
classroom in the fall of 2003.  I had been asked 
to teach in the Missions program of a Bible 
college at a time in my life when I was extremely 
busy with my missionary ministry.  I knew that 
accepting this invitation would add a lot to 
my already busy life.  My first inclination was 
to decline but the more I prayed about it, the 
more I felt inclined to accept.  It would turn into 
a tremendous opportunity in which I could 
directly invest in the lives of young people 
preparing to serve God in global mission work.

JT was a student in the first class I taught and 
hungrily absorbed everything we studied that 
semester.  JT took every course that I taught 
while preparing for missions.

A few years after JT graduated, we met 
unexpectedly and JT recited the entire outline 
for the semester of that first course that I taught.  

JT went on to serve as a resident missionary in 
one of the most challenging mission fields in the 
21st-century world.  After years of intense and 
sacrificial service in this demanding and harsh 
environment, JT and the missionary team were 
forced to relocate.  They returned to the United 
States and quickly found a place here in the US 

where they initiated an outreach to the same 
ethnic population.

My heart was overwhelmed last week as I 
received an update about the ongoing ministry 
of JT.  Blessings, challenges, and opportunities 
were shared by this young adult who sat in my 
class one day as a first-year college student. 

In my mind, I recalled the day I was first 
approached about teaching in the mission 
program of a Bible College.  My life was busy; 
I was helping establish a new mission agency, 
and my personal missionary ministry had 
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increased in outreach and opportunity.  Those 
five years of adjunct teaching involved many 
sleepless nights as I fit university classes, 
lectures, exams, and meetings with students 
into my 24-hour schedule that seemed to be 
stretched as tightly as it could be.    

But as I listened to JT last week, I was reminded 
once again that it was worth it.  JT is reaching 
a people group to whom I‘ve not had the 
opportunity to minister.  This Scripture came to 
my mind as I drove back to my office to continue 
my part of global missions: “And the things that 
thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 
be able to teach others also.”  II Timothy 2:2
 

As partners with us in missionary work, you 
have an important part in the ministry of JT and 
countless others with whom we engage for the 
sake of the gospel.  Thank you for your part in 
the ministry which God has given us.

*JT’s name and overseas ministry location have 
been protected because of the sensitivity of this 
particular area of ministry.

Sincerely,

Roy and Edi Seals
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Training and teaching in missions.

“Mentoring and 
discipling others 
have a far greater 

impact than the gift of 
material things.”  


