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Earlier this month I spoke at Trinity Baptist 
College in Jacksonville, Florida, in several 
cross-cultural mission classes.  While there, I 
had the opportunity of seeing Ben and Kelsey.  
In spite of our age difference, we all have 
something in common; we have parents who 
are missionaries, and we grew up on a foreign 
mission field.  

Both of these young people are themselves 
focused on mission work.  The years of living in 
a foreign country, speaking a foreign language, 
and adapting to another culture have given 
them great advantages in cross-cultural 
missionary ministry.

Seeing Ben and Kelsey took me back to when 
I returned to the US as an 18 year old MK 
(missionary kid) to study in Bible School.  Roy 
Ackerle, a veteran missionary and an MK 
himself, took an interest in me.  He mentored 
and encouraged me during my years as a 
student at Tennessee Temple.  His influence 
played a large part in my staying focused on 
missions while I attended school.  He grew up 

in Bolivia; I grew up in Yucatan; we both learned 
Spanish as youngsters growing up in Latin 
America.

One of the great blessings I had later in my 
ministry was when Bro. Ackerle came to visit 
and minister with us on the field.  He taught me 
the value of being a mentor to others who share 
the call of God to reach our generation with the 
Word of God.

An important part of our missionary ministry is 
investing in the lives of those who are preparing 
for a missionary career.  We are blessed by 
realizing that one day this current generation of 
young people preparing for global missionary 
activity will continue the work in which we 
are involved.  Thank you for being part of our 
present missionary work while at the same time 
helping us invest in the future of missions.

Sincerely,

Roy and Edi Seals
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