
 

Devotional Guide and Small Group Study 
       For the Week of  March 15-20 

 
 

Monday, March 15 Read Psalm 23 
What does it mean to be led in “paths of righteousness  for His name’s sake (v.3)?” 
________________________________________________________________________________  
Note that the confidence for the psalmist comes from both a dependence on God 
and conforming himself to God’s ways.  What are your challenges currently and 
your “dark valleys” and how are you leaning on God? ____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
How is your path God’s path?___________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tuesday March 16  Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
V.7 is the hinge upon which this passage turns.  While this directs Samuel in se-
lecting the new king, what does this tell us about God’s character? _______________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does it suggest about what should be important to us, both for ourselves and 
in our interactions with others?_________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, March 17  Read Ephesians 5:8-14 
Take a moment to pray and meditate a bit about your own life in light of this scrip-
ture.  What are you currently doing that is pleasing to the Lord (v.10) and what are 
the “works of darkness” from which you need to repent? _________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
One of the metaphors for Jesus is light, so how can getting closer to Him help with 
these dark places? 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thursday, March 18  Read John 9:1-41 
In what ways is the blind man in this story the only one who sees the truth and how 
are the Pharisees the real blind men? ___________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Recognizing Jesus for who He is and for what He calls us to demands a change in 
our lives.  In what ways are you like the Pharisees, refusing to see (or hear) what 
life with Jesus fully entails?  ____________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Discuss this with God today. 



Friday, March 19  Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
While this passage doesn’t praise ignorance or foolish-
ness, what is it saying about our own knowledge and 
our confidence in what we know? _____________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
What are some of the attitudes towards life, church and 
others that this passage is suggesting we should 
adopt? ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Saturday, March 20 Read Psalm 92 
Define righteousness as it is understood in this psalm 
(vv.12-13 might help here). ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
How are vv.5-6 comforting and how might they chal-
lenge us?____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
Try memorizing the first four verses (or write them on a 
note card) and keep them with you throughout today. 
 

 
 

 
 

“When Jesus came to earth, demons recognized him, the sick flocked to him, and sinners 
doused his feet and head with perfume. Meanwhile he offended pious Jews with their strict 
preconceptions of what God should be like. Their rejection makes me wonder, could religious 
types be doing just the reverse now? Could we be perpetuating an image of Jesus that fits 
our pious expectations but does not match the person portrayed so vividly in the Gospels?”   
-Phillip Yancy, The Jesus I Never Knew 

 

“There was no identity crisis in the life of Jesus Christ. He knew who He was. He knew where 
He had come from, and why he was here. And he knew where He was going. And when you 
are that liberated, then you can serve.” --Howard Hendricks  

 

“Jesus is the God whom we can approach without pride and before whom we can humble 
ourselves without despair. “ –Blaise Pascal  

 

Sermon notes for  
“Plain as the Nose on Your Face!” 

March 14, 2021 
 

1. God’s graciousness and love 

surpasses both our failings and our 
successes 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
2. We must let go of being right and 
grasp being faithful. 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 



Group Study 
Leader’s Guide for 3/21/21 

 

Part I. Supplies for the Trip… 
 

1. Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13  Discuss the following observations and questions 
with your group: V.7 is the hinge upon which this passage turns.  While this di-
rects Samuel in selecting the new king, what does this tell us about God’s char-
acter? What does it suggest about what should be important to us, both for our-
selves and in our interactions with others? 
 
2. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31  While this passage doesn’t praise ignorance or 
foolishness, what is it saying about our own knowledge and our confidence in 
what we know? What are some of the attitudes towards life, church and others 
that this passage is suggesting we should adopt?  
 

Part II. What to Pack… 
 

1. Read John 9:1-42  and discuss the following  statements  from Sunday’s  
 sermon.  Do you agree or disagree and why? Use some of the scriptures 
 read this week to illustrate the discussion:  
 
 A. God’s graciousness and love surpasses both our failings and our  
      successes 
 
 
 B. We must let go of being right and grasp being faithful. 
 
        

2. Read Ephesians 5:8-14 Discuss with your group the ways this scripture 
speaks to your personal lives and experience.  Share some of the things you 
are currently doing that is pleasing to the Lord (v.10) and what are the “works 
of darkness” from which you need to repent? One of the metaphors for Jesus is 
light, so how can getting closer to Him help with these dark places?  
 

Part III. Continuing the Journey… 
 
1. Discuss any Lenten disciplines (sacrifice, fasting, focused study, etc.) the group might be 

doing and what impact practicing it has had. 
 
2. Share your prayer concerns and praises for the week, encouraging members to write them  
      down and make a concentrated effort to pray for each other during this Lenten season. 
 


