
 

Devotional Guide and Small Group Study 
       For the Week of  March 8-13 

 
Monday, March 8 Read Psalm 95 
In real terms for your daily life, what does it mean to be one of the “sheep” of God’s 
pasture? ______________________________________________________________________ 
How would you explain to a non-believer what it means to be “God’s people?”   
_______________________________________________________________________________
What warning does the psalmist give us here?___________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tuesday March 9  Read Exodus 17:1-7 
It seems inconceivable that after all that happened, the Israelites kept having trou-
ble trusting God.  In all honesty, though, how long do we endure hard times before 
we get angry and blame God, accusing him of unfaithfulness? ____________________ 
What does that say about our own attitudes and our understanding of the relation-
ship between us and God? _____________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Talk with God today about the hard times you might be facing. 
 
Wednesday, March 10  Read Romans 5:1-11 
Try reading this in a paraphrase translation (like The Message or the Living Bible- 
go to www.biblegateway.com) to get some clarity in this rather dense passage.  
The key here is in v.8, that reminder that God loves us regardless of how good we 
are.  This sort of love, however, - if we really appreciate it- demands an honest and 
life-altering response.  How are you responding to this Good News and how does 
that response show? ___________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thursday, March 11  Read John 4:5-42 
There is a lot in this passage so read it through a few times to get a sense of all the 
different issues discussed here.  Is it significant that the first person to whom Je-
sus revealed himself as the Messiah was a Samaritan woman…and disreputable 
one at that? Why or why not? ___________________________________________________ 
If this were the only scripture story we had of Jesus, what would it tell us about 
Him and his purpose? __________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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http://www.biblegateway.com/


Friday, March 12  Read Mark 3:31-35 
We are often given to entitling and pigeon-holing the 
people around us, determining who’s acceptable and 
who’s not.  Yet Jesus rejects even the good labels 
(family, etc.) for one overriding denominator.  What is 
it? ___________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
How might this commandment be translated or enacted 
in the modern church? _______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Saturday, March 13 Read Psalm 81 
This psalm addresses the stubbornness and faithless-
ness of God’s people and reminds them of their many 
reasons to trust God.  In what specific ways does this 
psalm speak to you? _________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
Whose voice do you listen to most often and why? _____ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
Discuss this with God in prayer today. 

 
 

 
“Buddha never claimed to be God. Moses never claimed to be Jehovah. Mohammed never 
claimed to be Allah. Yet Jesus Christ claimed to be the true and living God. Buddha simply 
said, "I am a teacher in search of the truth." Jesus said, "I am the Truth." Confucius said, "I 
never claimed to be holy." Jesus said, "Who convicts me of sin?" Mohammed said, "Unless 
God throws his cloak of mercy over me, I have no hope." Jesus said, "Unless you believe in 
me, you will die in your sins." --Unknown 
 
 “A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great 
moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic – on a level with the man who says he is a 
poached egg – or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this 
man was, and is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him 
up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call 
Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a 
great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.” -C.S. Lewis  
 
“Fundamentally, our Lord's message was Himself. He did not come merely to preach a Gos-
pel; He himself is that Gospel. He did not come merely to give bread; He said, "I am the 
bread." He did not come merely to shed light; He said, "I am the light." He did not come 
merely to show the door; He said, "I am the door." He did not come merely to name a shep-
herd; He said, "I am the shepherd." He did not come merely to point the way; He said, "I am 
the way, the truth, and the life." --J. Sidlow Baxter  
 

Sermon notes for  
“Tag...You’re It!” 

March 7, 2021 
 

1. Without God, living is devoid 
of  meaning, real goals and hope. 
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________ 
 
2. Jesus (and His Way) provides a 
lens  through which we see and 
understand life. 
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________ 



Group Study 
Leader’s Guide for 3/14/21 

 

Part I. Supplies for the Trip... 
1. Read Psalm 95 aloud.  Discuss the following: In real terms for your daily life, 

what does it mean to be one of the “sheep” of God’s pasture? How would 
you explain to a non-believer what it means to be “God’s people?”  What 
warning does the psalmist give us here? 

2. Read Exodus 17:1-7   Discuss the following: It seems inconceivable that af-
ter all that happened, the Israelites kept having trouble trusting God.  In all 
honesty, though, how long do we endure hard times before we get angry 
and blame God, accusing him of unfaithfulness? What does that say about 
our own attitudes and our understanding of the relationship between us and 
God?  

 

Part II. What to Pack… 
1. Read John 4: 5-42 and discuss the following  statements  from Sunday’s  
 sermon.  Do you agree or disagree and why? Use some of the scriptures 
 read this week to illustrate the discussion:  
 A. Without God, living is devoid of  meaning, real goals and hope. 
 
 B. Jesus (and His Way) provides a lens  through which we see and  
       understand life. 
 
        

2. Read Mark 3:31-35.   We are often given to entitling and pigeon-holing the 
 people around us, determining who’s acceptable and who’s not.  Yet  
 Jesus rejects even the good labels (family, etc.) for one overriding  
 denominator.  What is that one denominator? How might this  
 commandment be translated or enacted in the modern church?  
 
 

Part III. Continuing the Journey… 
 
1. Discuss any Lenten disciplines (sacrifice, fasting, focused study, etc.) the group might be 

doing and what impact practicing it has had. 
 
2. Share your prayer concerns and praises for the week, encouraging members to write them  
      down and make a concentrated effort to pray for each other during this Lenten season. 
 


