
 

Devotional Guide and Small Group Study 
       For the Week March 1-7 

Monday, March 1 Read Psalm 121 
Many of us call on God when we feel need, but we also often act as if God is not 
there when we don’t feel a need for Him.  What would the psalmist say to such an 
attitude? ______________________________________________________________________ 
How does this psalm’s declaration about God affect you in times of difficulty as 
well as in times of success and comfort? ________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tuesday March 2  Read Genesis 12:1-4a 
Why does the Lord bless us?  Is there a purpose behind such graciousness in addi-
tion to His great love and desire for our happiness? ______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why was Abraham blessed and what does that tell us about God and about our re-
lationship to Him? ______________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, March 3  Read Romans 4:1-5;13-17 
Abraham’s blessing came not because he was somehow better than everyone else 
(he obviously wasn’t!) but because he had the courage to trust God completely.  
Such courage is called “faith.”  In what ways (be as specific as possible) does your 
own faith mirror Abraham’s and in what ways does it fail to measure up? _________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
In your weak areas, what would it take to strengthen them? ______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thursday, March 4  Read John 3:1-17 
The problem for Nicodemus here is the acceptance of the knowledge that change, 
in our hearts and in our souls, is necessary in order to be made right with God.  
Moreover, that change must be brought about from outside ourselves by willingly 
surrendering to Christ.  We all want to be saved but we usually want to do it our 
way and in our own time.  What are you unwilling to let go of in order to more close-
ly follow Jesus? __________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ Why?_____________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
 
 



 

 Friday, March 5  Read Hebrews 11:1-3 
By definition, faith is about accepting things beyond our 
control and trusting that God knows what He’s doing.  
Why is that often so hard for us? _____________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
Where is it especially hard for you? __________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
Share these thoughts with God in prayer today. 
 
 
Saturday, March 6 Read Mark 9:14-27 
The father’s cry in v.24 has been called the most honest 
and faithful prayer in the Bible.  Why do you think that 
is? __________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
Note the father did not have it all figured out nor did he 
seem especially good or righteous.  Why did Jesus an-
swer his prayer and what does that tell us about our 
own faith? __________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 

 

Sermon notes for  
“Math Doesn’t Apply to Me!” 

February 28, 2021 
 

1. Discipleship is about accepting   

      God’s desire to change us. 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
 
2.Putting Jesus first means giving up   
    control, personal tastes and the  
    certainty that we are right.  
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________ 



Group Study 
Leader’s Guide for  

 

Part I. Supplies for the Trip... 
1. Have someone Read Psalm 121.  Say & discuss: “Many of us call on God when we feel need, 
but we also often act as if God is not there when we don’t feel a need for Him.  What would the 
psalmist say to such an attitude?”  Ask:  How does this psalm’s declaration about God affect 
you  in times of difficulty as well as in times of success and comfort?  
 
2. Read Romans 4:1-5;13-17  Share: Abraham’s blessing came not because he was somehow 
better than everyone else (he obviously wasn’t!) but because he had the courage to trust God 
completely.  Such courage is called “faith.”  Ask & discuss with the group:  In what ways (be as 
specific as possible) does your own faith mirror Abraham’s and in what ways does it fail to 
measure up? In your weak areas, what would it take to strengthen them?  
 
3. Read Genesis 12:1-4a and discuaa this question: Why does the Lord bless us?  Is there a pur-
pose behind such graciousness in addition to His great love and desire for our happiness? Why 
was Abraham blessed and what does that tell us about God and about our own relationship to 
Him?  
 
Part II. What to Pack… 
1. Read John 3:1-17 and discuss the following questions: The problem for Nicodemus here is 

the acceptance of the knowledge that change, in our hearts and in our souls, is necessary 
in order to be made right with God.  Moreover, that change must be brought about from out-
side ourselves by willingly surrendering to Christ.  We all want to be saved but we usually 
want to do it our way and in our own time.  What are you unwilling to let go of in order to 
more closely follow Jesus? Why? 

 A.) Discuss these statements  from Sunday’s sermon.  Do you agree or disagree and 
       why? Use some of the scriptures read this week to illustrate the discussion:  
        Discipleship is about accepting God’s desire to change us. 
 
 B.) Putting Jesus first means giving up   control, personal tastes and the certainty that 
        we are right.   
 
2. Read Mark 9:14-27 & discuss:   The father’s cry in v.24 has been called the most honest and     
      faithful prayer in the Bible.  Do you agree? Why or why not? Note the father did not have it all  
      figured out nor did he seem especially good or righteous.  Why did Jesus answer his prayer  
      and what does that tell us about our own faith?  

 
 

Part III. Continuing the Journey… 
 
1. Discuss any Lenten disciplines (sacrifice, fasting, focused study, etc.) the group might be 

doing and what impact practicing it has had. 
 
2. Share your prayer concerns and praises for the week, encouraging members to write them  
      down and make a concentrated effort to pray for each other during this Lenten season. 
 


