
Lesson #5        

“From the       

Bottom Up” 

“Who was a neighbor to the 

wounded man?” Jesus final-

ly asks the lawyer in Luke 

10:36.  Truthfully, would 

the wounded traveler have 

cared whether or not his 

savior met some cultural or 

religious definition of 

neighbor?  Hence the point-

ed way Jesus turns the 

question back on his ques-

tioner.  Asking “who I can 

leave out” presumes I’m 

already part of the in 

crowd.  The Good Samari-

tan becomes the Good Phy-

sician who comes for the 

hurt and broken regardless 

of who they are or how they 

got here (see Luke 5:31-32).  

The lawyer’s problem, and 

ours, begins when we fail to 

see how needy and helpless 

we truly are and therefore 

fail to accept the grace of-

fered. 

Weekly Devotional  & Small Group Study Guide  
August 1-8,   2021 

  
How to use this guide with small groups:  This study is designed to guide you 
through scripture and daily reflections the week following the presentation of the 
sermon.  Each of the scriptures deals with and expands upon the general theme.  
Sometime during that week or on the Sunday following, gather with your group 
and share what you’ve discovered.  Select two or three devotions to dig deeper 
into.  Read the scripture from that day and share the devotional questions with 
your group, reflecting on the answers they’ve been wrestling with.  Then share the 
“Small Group Discussion Points” that follow.  Where possible try to connect your 
insights with the sermon notes on page 2. 
 

Monday, August 2 Read Psalm 146 
This psalm comes in two parts, the first encouraging trust in the ever present, 
omnipotent God.  The second, beginning at v.6 is a description of the nature of 
that God.  What are some of those characteristics?  Why do you think the psalm-
ist puts such stress on God’s help for the helpless, the stranger and the poor?  
What does this tell us about what it means to serve God? 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Read the psalm aloud and discuss the questions from the above guide together.  
Focus especially on that last question.  In what ways are we living up to this def-
inition of serving God and where might we need improvement? 
 

Tuesday August 3  Read Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13 
Zephaniah’s prophecy here is a call for the people of Israel to humble themselves 
before God.  Through this series we’ve seen that such humility is characterized by 
a servant heart and graciousness toward the people around us. Is it possible to 
truly fear the Lord and not graciously care for those around us?  Why or why not?  
What would such care look like in your daily life and priorities? 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Read the scripture aloud.  Ask: “Why does the concept of humility feature so 
heavily throughout scripture and particularly in our position before God?  What 
does that say about out own nature?  Discuss the questions in the devotional 
above. 
 

Wednesday, August 4 Read Luke 10:25-37 
The term “Good Samaritan” would have been an oxymoron to Jesus’ listeners.  A 
Samaritan was a religious heretic, a foreigner and lived in ways  a Law-abiding 
Jew could never countenance.  Note how the lawyer answers so tersely (v.37), 
seeming unable even to utter the word “Samaritan!”  What then is the common 
denominator between peoples that Jesus is trying to get us to understand?  What 
defines the fulfillment of the status of “neighbor?” 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Look at note #2 in the sermon notes on the next page.  Share this:  “Unlike the 
priest and the Levite, the Samaritan had nothing to lose by helping the wound-
ed man.”  What constraints limit our own proactive discipleship?  Do you agree 
with the point made in the note?  Why or why not? 



 

 Thursday, August 5  Read Colossians 3:1-17 

Read this through several times and imagine it is God talking directly to you, personally.  Try replacing some of 
the specific divisions in v. 11 with people or events or circumstances with which you have difficulties or disagree-
ments.  How does this affect your reading of the passage and what is God’s ultimate message to you in it?  How 
are you being called to respond? 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Where do you see a “Samaritan lifestyle” in the instructions offered in this passage?  In what ways do we see 
actions more akin to those of the priest and the levite?   

 
Friday, August 6  Read Matthew 5:1-12 
The Beatitudes are best seen not as a call to be downtrodden or wishy-washy but rather to be people who trust 
in God and not themselves.  Overall they are a call to priorities that take ourselves out of first place.  Given all 
we’ve studies in the last few weeks, how would fulfilling these beatitudes help us both see and be better neigh-
bors? 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Look at sermon note #1 below.  How do you think the wounded man (presumably a good Jew) in Jesus’ para-
ble would have felt about being helped by a Samaritan?  In what ways is his brokenness forcing him to live in-
to these beatitudes  (meek, poor in spirit, etc.)?  What does this say about our own brokenness and our own 
willingness to turn it over to Jesus? 
 

Saturday, August 7 Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 
As you know the Corinthians church was torn by power struggles and divisions over who was right theologically 
and who was deemed “good enough.”  Here Paul takes all the markers by which we determine the outcome of 
such struggles and tears them apart. Meditate especially on v.28.  Why did God do this?  Where might He need 
to do this in your own daily life?  In your Christian walk?  Discuss this with God in prayer today. 

 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
What excuses do we use to excuse us from humble, con-
sistent and challenging service...much less engaging with 
the stranger, the difficult or the unwanted? 
 
 

Sermon Notes from August 1, 2021 
“From the Bottom Up”   

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 1:26-29   (CEV) 
 
 
1. Being a neighbor is about being open to 

both giving and receiving. 

 

 

2. We are to be like the Samaritan, rejected 

and despised, unclean and thereby freed 

to do the work of God! 


