
Lesson #4 

“Someone Else’s 

Job” 

Both the Priest and the Le-

vite in Jesus’ parable were 

vital temple functionaries 

for the religious practices of 

the Jewish people.  While 

the priest could have ex-

cused his lack of assistance 

on his requirement to avoid 

corpses, the Levite really 

didn’t have such an excuse.  

On the other hand, it really 

wasn’t his job to take care of 

foolish travelers waylaid on 

the road.  Or was it?  For all 

of us it is very easy to limit 

ourselves to the definition 

of our jobs and not move 

beyond and do more.  

Worse, far too many limit 

discipleship to occasionally 

attending church, getting 

baptized and perhaps put-

ting some money in the 

plate.  Anything else is 

“somebody else’s job!” 

Weekly Devotional  & Small Group Study Guide  
July 25-August 1,   2021 

  
How to use this guide with small groups:  This study is designed to guide you 
through scripture and daily reflections the week following the presentation of the 
sermon.  Each of the scriptures deals with and expands upon the general theme.  
Sometime during that week or on the Sunday following, gather with your group 
and share what you’ve discovered.  Select two or three devotions to dig deeper 
into.  Read the scripture from that day and share the devotional questions with 
your group, reflecting on the answers they’ve been wrestling with.  Then share the 
“Small Group Discussion Points” that follow.  Where possible try to connect your 
insights with the sermon notes on page 2. 
 

Monday, July 26 Read Psalm 50 
This psalm is one of a number of scriptures which denigrate sacrifice (even as 
prescribed in the law) when it is not matched with righteousness, thanksgiving, 
mercy, and justice. After all, God is not hungry, he is not confined to a house, 
he already owns everything, etc.  Jesus excoriated the religious leaders for ne-
glecting the “weightier matters of the Law (Matthew 23:23).  Why do we seem 
to go so astray when we think we are fulfilling our religious duty? _____________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Look at note #1 in the sermon notes.  In what ways is God criticizing the people 
in this psalm for narrowing their understanding of who God is and what God 
desires?  Do you agree with the sermon note?  Why or why not? 
 

Tuesday July 27  Read Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Blasphemy is more than simply changing which temple you go to.  It’s an attitude 
substitutes what we prefer over what God has demanded.  Can you think of some 
examples where this takes place in modern Christianity? ____________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Can you think of times when you have succumbed to this temptation? _________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Discuss this in a prayer of confession with God today. 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Discuss the reality of this temptation towards blasphemy with your group.  Is 
calling our distractions and faulty priorities really blasphemy?  Why or why not? 
 

Wednesday, July 28 Read Luke 10:25-42 
A Levite was a step below the priests and served as temple workers and function-
aries.  They were expected to set a devout and Law-abiding example for proper 
behavior.  A Levite was also an expert in the Law and as such would be analogous 
to the lawyer whose question begins the parable.  Given the lawyers questions, 
what rationalizing might the Levite give for ignoring the injured man’s predica-
ment? _____________________________________________________________ 
Why would the crowd listening (and us today) not have accepted such an excuse? 
__________________________________________________________________  
What does this tell us about God and about ourselves? 
__________________________________________________________________ 



• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Look at sermon note #2 and read the scripture suggested in subpoint B.  How might the Levite’s duties be seen 
as an act of connection and reconciliation and why is he failing here?  What does this say about our own call 
to discipleship? 
 

 Thursday, July 29  Read Luke 14:1-23 

“Legalism” grows when we forget the purpose behind rules and laws- the spirit- and slavishly stick to the letter 
and details.  Of course it’s easier to do that than to reflect, question, make a humble decision and risk being 
wrong.  Why then is loving grace such an important part of faithful living. ________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ How do vv.1-6 relate to the 
parable of the banquet and what does all of this say about God’s desires and the practice of grace? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Look at note #2A  in the sermon notes  and read the suggested scripture aloud.  Why is selfless servanthood 
such a vital component to real discipleship?  Why do we find it so hard? 
 

Friday, July 30  Read Hebrews 13:1-8;15-16 
What, specifically, is the nature of the sacrifice that is pleasing to God (v.16)?  Note that there is very little here 
that could be considered doctrinal or religious but is focused on uplifting, encouraging, helping and avoiding 
harm to others. ______________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ What does this say about 
the nature of God and the nature of proper faith? __________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Look at note #2C in the sermon notes and read the suggested scripture.  With your group, discuss some con-
crete ways we as a congregation could improve our ministry of encouragement and nurturing.  What would it 

take to implement such actions?  
 
 

Saturday, August 1 Read Psalm 82 
As we’ve explored the parable of the Good Samaritan 
we’ve asked what it is that God wants from us.  Often in 
practice we assume that means some form of religious be-
havior.  How would the psalmist here express what God 
wants from His people? ____________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
How did Jesus fulfill this demand and what does it say 
about how we are to live out our life as Christians and as 
the church? ______________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sermon Notes from July 25, 2021 
“Someone Else’s Problem”   

Scripture:  Luke 14:1-6 (CEV) 
 
 
1. When we narrow our vision (of neighbors, pur-

pose, discipleship, etc.) we miss the God-given 

opportunities for growth and fulfillment. 

 

 

2. Every part of God’s family is to participate in the    

     business of…  

 A. …lifting and loving broken people          

       (Matthew 20:25-28)  

 B. …Connecting people to one another and    

      to God  (2 Corinthians 5:19-20) 

 C. … being a positive source of  

      encouragement.  (1 Thessalonians 5:10-11) 

   


