
Lesson #3 

“More Important 

Things to Do” 

The priest was required to 

avoid touching dead bodies.  

If he did, he would be una-

ble to perform the vital reli-

gious duties of his office for 

the entire 7 day cleansing 

period.  Of course he could-

n’t know whether the trav-

eler was really dead but bet-

ter safe than sorry!  What if 

he really was dead and the 

priest hampered his duties 

for no reason? It’s a good 

excuse but we are clearly 

meant to see him as one of 

the bad guys in Jesus’ story. 

The real question then, is 

are there things more im-

portant that the rules, cus-

toms, preferences and de-

mands of our society?  If so, 

what are they?   
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How to use this guide with small groups:  This study is designed to guide you 
through scripture and daily reflections the week following the presentation of the 
sermon.  Each of the scriptures deals with and expands upon the general theme.  
Sometime during that week or on the Sunday following, gather with your group 
and share what you’ve discovered.  Select two or three devotions to dig deeper 
into.  Read the scripture from that day and share the devotional questions with 
your group, reflecting on the answers they’ve been wrestling with.  Then share the 
“Small Group Discussion Points” that follow.  Where possible try to connect your 
insights with the sermon notes on page 2. 
 
Monday, July 18 Read Psalm 43 
Our walk with God is always a bit of a balancing act, striving to be faithful to 
God’s Will while at the same time seeking God’s blessing and strength on our dai-
ly activities.  Sometimes the two seem to be moving in different directions and 
sometimes we see God’s support as a sort of deserved “payment” for our faithful-
ness. How does the psalmist here strike a balance between those two poles?   
__________________________________________________________________ 
What are some warning signs that we might be veering away from God but put-
ting a “Christian patina” on our decisions?  _______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
With your group, discuss some ways we can be clear about the distinction be-
tween serving God and meeting our own needs and desires.  Are these always 
mutually exclusive?  Why or why not? 
 
Tuesday July 19  Read Micah 3:5-12 
Who are the priests and prophets truly serving according to this prophecy?  Why 
is there so often a fine line between doing what God wants us to do and serving 
ourselves? _________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Reflect on that line and some of the ways we rationalize and justify our actions 
and attitudes.  How can we be more accountable to serving God rather than our-
selves?  ___________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
With your group discuss this question: Are there missions, ministries or services 
that God can demand of you that you will NOT do?  What might those be and 
why not? 
 
Wednesday, July 20 Read Luke 10:25-42 
The priest had good reason to avoid the wounded man.  Contact would have pos-
sibly defiled him making him unfit for his duties as a priest according to the Law, 
not to mention the fear that this might be a ruse to draw him in and attack him.  
Yet he is obviously painted as a bad guy in this parable.  What does this tell us 
about God priorities?  What does our own instinctive response to the priest tell 
us about our own sense of right and wrong? ______________________________   



____________________________________________________________________________________________  
What does this say to the lawyer’s question about who and when we can leave others out of the circle of 
“neighbor?” _________________________________________________________________________________ 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Look at sermon note #2.  Given the religious rules he was expected to follow, was the priest justified? 
 

 Thursday, July 21  Read Matthew 23:1-12 

The leaders of Israel were tasked to help connect people to God through ritual, practice and example but all too 
often they created stumbling blocks instead. What task or goal might the scribes and Pharisees Jesus criticizes 
here be serving instead? _______________________________________________________________________ 
How is the calling of disciples similar to the calling of Israel’s leaders?  Are there ways we fall into the same 
flawed practices?  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Look at note #1 in the sermons section.  How were the religious leaders (of Jesus’ day) serving the institution 
and how is that different from serving the Kingdom of God?  Have your group discuss (with as many concrete 
examples as possible) the difference between serving the church and following Jesus. 
 

Friday, July 22  Read 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 
Paul describes here what true Christian leadership looks like.  What are some of the characteristics of true Godly 
leaders that are presented here?  Remember, ultimately this is a model for all disciples regardless of title and 
position (see John 13:12-17). ____________________________________________________________________ 
Why is this attitude, as opposed to that seen in the Micah reading on Tuesday as well as the conduct of the 
priests and Pharisees in our other readings, so important for all of us? __________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Discuss the last question in the devotion above with your group.  Is this type of leadership primarily the area 

for clergy and church professionals or does it apply to all 
of us?  Why or why not? 
 
 

Saturday, July 23 Read Psalm 107:1-7;33-37 
Read this passage through a few times as your own person-
al prayer.  Where does it speak most profoundly to you and 
why? ___________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
What does it tell you about God?  What does it tell you 
about the relationship between God and humanity? 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sermon Notes from July 18, 2021 
“More Important Things to Do”   

Scripture:  Matthew 23:1-12 
 
 
 1. It’s dangerously easy to confuse doing church 
with following Jesus! 
 
 
2. Ultimately, there is nothing more important than 
finding the lost, nurturing one another and growing 
in agape (sacrificial love). 


