
Lesson #2 

“Should Have 

Stayed Home” 

The road from Jerusalem to 

Jericho was an essential 

route for anyone coming or 

going from Jerusalem but it 

was also very dangerous.  

Traveling alone and unpro-

tected was foolhardy in the 

extreme!  Jesus begins his 

tale in a setting that would 

have been very familiar to 

his audience and they could 

certainly sympathize with 

the wounded man.  Rather 

than give a theological an-

swer to the lawyer’s ques-

tion (“Who is my neigh-

bor”), Jesus tells a story 

about the common human 

experience of brokenness, 

danger, need and the desire 

for help and mercy.   
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How to use this guide with small groups:  This study is designed to guide you 
through scripture and daily reflections the week following the presentation of the 
sermon.  Each of the scriptures deals with and expands upon the general theme.  
Sometime during that week or on the Sunday following, gather with your group 
and share what you’ve discovered.  Select two or three devotions to dig deeper 
into.  Read the scripture from that day and share the devotional questions with 
your group, reflecting on the answers they’ve been wrestling with.  Then share the 
“Small Group Discussion Points” that follow.  Where possible try to connect your 
insights with the sermon notes on page 2. 
 

Monday, July 12 Read Psalm 116:1-2;12-19 
The simple gratitude of the psalmist in this passage is touching and a good re-
minder that, in good times or in bad, we stand as recipients of God’s grace, love 
and providential care.  Too often though we turn to God primarily only for those 
things we don’t think we can handle ourselves.  What do you think the psalmist 
here would say to that notion?  Why? ___________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Discuss the following question with your group: How does an attitude of thank-
fulness shape our interactions with others as well as God?  Why is humility a 
necessary component of gratitude? 
 

Tuesday July 13  Read Exodus 23:1-12 
This is a similar expansion on how exactly to live out the ten commandments to 
the passage from Leviticus 19 we explored last week. In one way it serves to re-
mind us how our sinfulness complicate what should be very simple rules but in 
another this passage shows God’s broader concern.  We are to be motivated by a 
sense of justice, treasuring others and not using or abusing them.  Look at v. 9.  
How does remembering our own experiences with injustice, discomfort and alien-
ation help us better fulfill the commands of God?  _________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Look at sermon note #1.  How does this concept serve as a common denomina-
tor to our human experience and why is that a good motivator for our actions 
towards one another? 
 

Wednesday, July 14 Read Luke 10:25-42 
The rugged road from Jericho to Jerusalem was much traveled but also harsh, in-
hospitable and infested with bandits.  The fate of the traveler would have been all 
too familiar to Jesus’ listeners.  In vv.1-24 Jesus and his disciples are celebrating 
the beginnings of His ministry to a hostile and broken world, literally sending dis-
ciples into a fallen world to bring Good News. 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Ask your group the following question: Do we understand our role as Christian 



disciples as ones who bring Good News to a hurting people?  How does what we have to offer help and how 
do we best communicate that news?  How do we sometimes alienate the very people we are trying to help? 
 

 Thursday, July 15  Read Matthew 9:35-38 
If the lawyer’s question in the parable of the Good Samaritan was motivated by a desire to limit who he had to 
care about, here Jesus reveals God’s deeper and broader motivations.  He has compassion for the weak, strug-
gling and broken state of humanity and longs to care for them (v.36) and give them direction.  What does this 
passage, by extension, say about the motivation for our work as a church and as individual disciples?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does the understanding that we are all travelers in a broken and troubled world affect how you understand 
the purpose of your own life?  ___________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 
Look at sermon note #2.  How does reaching out to the last, lost and least help us to grow as individuals and 
together as the church?  Why?  
 
Friday, July 16  Read Romans 5:1-8 
Many hold the mistaken belief that if we are believers, God will keep us from challenges and suffering but, as 
this passage shows, nothing could be further from the truth!  What is the purpose according to Paul of the injus-
tice and trials we endure? ______________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Reflect on your own experience: which strengthens our faith, good times or bad ones?  Why do you think this 
may be?  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Discuss this further with God today in prayer. 
• Small Group Discussion Point: 

Look back at the answers to the questions from Monday’s 
reading.  Though no one is calling suffering a good, how 
do our challenges and struggles actually empower us to 
be more faithful disciples, effective witnesses and serving 
ministers to the world? 
 
Saturday, July 17 Read Psalm 100 
If we truly grasp that God is at work in the world and that 
He hasn’t abandoned us nor forgotten His boundless love 
towards each of us, that knowledge should alter how we 
face hardships and how we celebrate victories.  Re-read 
this psalm and reflect on your blessings.  In what ways has 
God shown his love and power to you recently? _________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
How have you responded? 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Sermon Notes from July 11, 2021 
“Should Have Stayed Home”  

 Scripture:  Matthew 9:35-38 (CEV) 
 
 

1. We are all travelers in a dangerous and fallen 

world. 

 

 

2. It is on that journey that we come to know God, 

ourselves and each other. 

  

 

3. We need one another along the way. 


