
 

 Lesson #1: 

“E Pluribus Unum” 

One of the official mottos of 

the United States, E Pluri-

bus Unum means, “Out of 

many, one.” It reflects the 

nation’s desire to incorpo-

rate its regionally, ethnical-

ly, culturally and historical-

ly diverse population be-

hind a single understanding 

of itself as a single country 

with shared ideals.  That 

could be a church motto as 

well.  Despite our varied 

backgrounds we are called 

to be One People serving 

One God in His One Mis-

sion of salvation.  All too 

often, our individual and 

selfish interests create a 

stumbling block to that 

goal.  Jesus would not agree 

with Robert Frost’s poem 

that “good fences make 

good neighbors!” 

Weekly Devotional  & Small Group Study Guide  
July 5-10,  2021 

  
How to use this guide with small groups:  This study is designed to guide you 
through scripture and daily reflections the week following the presentation of the 
sermon.  Each of the scriptures deals with and expands upon the general theme.  
Sometime during that week or on the Sunday following, gather with your group 
and share what you’ve discovered.  Select two or three devotions to dig deeper 
into.  Read the scripture from that day and share the devotional questions with 
your group, reflecting on the answers they’ve been wrestling with.  Then share the 
“Small Group Discussion Points” that follow.  Where possible try to connect your 
insights with the sermon notes on page 2. 
 

Monday, July 5 Read Psalm 34 
What does it mean to “seek the Lord?” __________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Certainly  this is partially accomplished by prayer and worship (vv.1-3), but look 
closely at vv. 11-14.  What life style changes and attitudes are called for here and 
how might living into them help us both seek and ultimately find the Lord?  Why? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
     Small Group Discussion Point: 
What are some of the different and practical ways we can seek the Lord and dis-
cover His Will for our lives (give specific, applicable examples) ? Which ones 
work best for you and why? 
 
 

Tuesday June 29  Read Leviticus 19:13-18 
Much of Leviticus 19 is an elaboration on the basic ten commandments with a 
focus on living as community.  Jesus quoted this section as part of the Great Com-
mandment (Matthew 22).  What do these rules say about God’s view of human 
beings and their relationships? _________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Why is loving our neighbor as ourselves good for both those around us as well as 
for the state of our own souls and discipleship? ___________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
     Small Group Discussion Points: 
What are some of the loop holes we look for in order to avoid completely ful-
filling God’s command on our lives?  Explore the 10 Commandments (Exodus 
20) and reflect on ways we water down their plain meaning.  What does this say 
about our sinful nature? 
 
 
 

Wednesday, June 30 Read Luke 10:25-42 
It’s important to note that this parable follows the successful early evangelistic 
mission of the disciples.  As they celebrate the Word going out to the world, the 
lawyer asks his question, dragging the theological idealism of the disciples back to 



the mundane practical reality of “who exactly is my neighbor?”________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
In what ways is the lawyer hoping to set limits or boundaries on outreach and discipleship? _________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
After hearing the parable, how would you answer the question in your own life and times? _________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
     Small Group Discussion Point: 
Look at note #1 in the sermon notes below.  Give some examples of the three ways we set limitations as you 
see them played out in church and society today.  How can we as a church counter these?  How can we indi-
vidually combat the tendency to draw limits? 
 
 

 Thursday, July 1  Read Galatians 6:1-10 

Look back at the lawyer’s answer from yesterday in Luke10:37.  What does it mean to “show mercy” and how 
does this passage from Galatians define that concept? _______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does it mean, for you, to “fulfill the law of Christ (v.2)?” _________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
As representatives of Christ, why is restoration and reconciliation so vital to our witness? ___________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
     Small Group Discussion Points: 
Discuss the following concept: “Judgment is easy.  Criticism is simple.  Casting someone out solves many prob-
lems but reconciliation and redemption are hard...like a cross.”  What does the term, “ministers of reconcilia-
tion (2 Corinthians 5) mean in light of your discussion? 
 
 

Friday, July 2  Read Hebrews 13:1-16 
Note here that mutual love- being neighbor to all- does not 
ensure that we can thereby avoid pain and injustice or per-
secution.  Rather loving neighbor as self draws us into clos-
er connection with the source of all love and strengthens 
us for real living. Also there is no ritual or alternative (vv. 8-
11) to this sort of completion but only walking the path of 
the Crucified One.  Why do we find it so hard to truly love 
as we would wish to be loved? _______________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
     Small Group Discussion Points: 
Look at Sermon note #2.  How does God see everyone?  
How do you know that and what does that mean for our 
work as individual Christians and as the collective church? 
Why must we ‘lean on God’s Spirit?’ 
 
 

Saturday, July 3 Read Isaiah 1:11-20 
Isaiah prophesied in a time of great stress and pressure up-
on the Kingdom of Judah.  A theme that runs through Isaiah 
is one of false religious show v. honest dedication and faith 
in God.  The critique is important for Christians as well 

Sermon Notes from July 4, 2021 

“E Pluribus Unum”    
Leviticus 19:13-18 (The Message) 

   
1. If we try to save ourselves, we end up setting 

strict limits on: 

A. …who we allow in. 

B. …what we will forgive and tolerate. 

C. …how long we will put up with them. 

 

2. To love our neighbor as ourselves we must see 

them as God does and lean on God’s Spirit. 



since Jesus similarly condemned the false “religiosity” of the Pharisees.  Why is it often easier to act Christian 
rather than be Christian? _______________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What’s the difference? _________________________________________________________________________ 
How does reconciling the question of “who is my neighbor?” help us stay true to the nature of our faith? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
     Small Group Discussion Points: 
How would you answer the lawyer’s question?  What, specifically, in your life and in our life together as the 
church embodies that answer to the world? 

From Mending Wall by Robert Frost 

 

...Oh, just another kind of outdoor game, 

One on a side. It comes to little more: 

There where it is we do not need the wall: 

He is all pine and I am apple orchard. 

My apple trees will never get across 

And eat the cones under his pines, I tell him. 

He only says, 'Good fences make good neighbors.' 

Spring is the mischief in me, and I wonder 

If I could put a notion in his head: 

'Why do they make good neighbors? Isn't it 

Where there are cows? But here there are no 

cows. 

Before I built a wall I'd ask to know 

What I was walling in or walling out, 

And to whom I was like to give offense. 

Something there is that doesn't love a wall... 


