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2022 

Daily Devotional Readings for January 10-15, 2022 
 

Monday, January 10 Read Psalm 29 
Flawed religion is one in which we try to find ways to get the deity to give us what we want, either by 
behaving better, ‘going to church,’ or even offering gifts!  Such a view mistakes the very nature of God.  
What do you suppose the psalmist here would say to anyone trying to cajole or placate God? __________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ What is God’s nature here and our relationship to Him? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday January 11  Read Isaiah 43:1-7 
The old hymn “How Firm a Foundation” borrows from this passage, offering comfort not by avoiding 
hardship, sacrifice and challenge but by reminding us that it is precisely through those things that we 
grow and become strong both in ourselves and in our relationship with Christ.  The core of the strength 
here is a powerful reminder of God’s unwavering and passionate love for us.  How do you experience that 
love?  What difference does it make in your life? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
If you don’t have such an experience, why not? ______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, January 12  Read Luke 3:2-22 
Vv.16-17 present a rather intimidating picture of the Messiah- one of judgment and radical cleansing.  
Most of us prefer a more gentle and approachable Jesus but why is this world-altering presentation vital? 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________  
Prayerfully and humbly reflect on what in your life needs cleansing 
and “winnowing?”  Note that a cleansing and purifying fire is nei-
ther easy nor gentle! _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
The harder something is to winnow out might suggest that it is 
something that desperately needs to be purged!  Discuss this with 
God in prayer today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon notes for  
 

”Squared Away?” 
 

1. Discipleship is a constant process      
     of re-turning to God. 
 
 
 
2. Christ comes to effect a funda-

mental change in our relation-
ships, priorities and goals. 

 
 
3. In baptism, Jesus stepped into a     
    new life of sacrificial  
    commitment…and in our  
     baptisms he calls us to the same. 



Thursday, January 13   Read Acts 8:14-17 
What it means to be “baptized in/by the Holy Spirit (from yesterday’s passage as well as today’s) is often 
disputed among Christians.  However we understand it, such a baptism obviously brings about change and 
implies a new passion in a believer’s active discipleship.  What exactly were Peter and John praying for the 
Christians in Samaria in v.15? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
What would they be praying for in your life and the life of your church? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Friday, January 14 Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-13 
Notice the role of baptism here (v.13) is to allow the Holy Spirit to remold us into effective parts of the 
Body, the church.  Re-read v.7.  How is this passage reminding us that we must be both changed and re-
born? __________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
It’s a common phrase but how does this section define what it means to be “born again?”  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Is this different from some other common usages and if so, how? ___________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Saturday, January 15 Read 1 Peter 3:13-21 
It is important to remember that what is “good” and “right” (vv.13-14) here is to be understood as that which 
aligns with God’s redemption plan.  In that context, what is Peter’s message to any who call themselves dis-
ciples?  Reflect closely on v.21. _____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Many tend to see baptism as a prerequisite for admission to heaven, but what is the actual function of bap-
tism here? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How is it different from some common misperceptions? __________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

Small Group  
Discussion Guide 

Guide for “Squared Away?” January 9, 2022 
 
These are guidelines to help organize and focus your small group discussion.  They require someone to act 
as facilitator to keep the discussions on track but avoid have a single leader who directs the conversation, 
lectures or otherwise has the “right answer.”  This is a group exploration of the scripture and theme.  Pray 
frequently and listen for God’s voice through every member of the group.  Also, don’t feel like you have to 
do all the questions.  It is better to develop one or two deeply than to simply scratch the surface. 
 
1. Read Psalm 29 aloud.  If folks have different translations, read two or three versions.  Discuss with 

the group the questions from Monday, January 10 in the devotional readings. 
 
 
 
2. Have several members take turns reading a few verses in turn of Luke 3:2-22, then discuss the            
    following questions: 
• Vv.16-17 present a rather intimidating picture of the Messiah- one of judgment and radical cleans-

ing.  Most of us prefer a more gentle and approachable Jesus but why is this world-altering 
presentation vital? 

 
• Sermon note #2 from Sunday states that: Christ comes to effect a fundamental change in our relation-

ships, priorities and goals. Do you agree or disagree?  Why?   
 
• If Christ comes to change us, what in your experience of yourself and the people around you, is 

most in need of changing as regards relationships, priorities and goals? 
 
 
 
3. Read Acts 8:14-17 aloud and then share the following:  What it means to be “baptized in/by the Holy  
    Spirit is often disputed among Christians.  However we understand it, such a baptism obviously brings  
    about change and implies a new passion in a believer’s active discipleship.   
• What exactly were Peter and John praying for the Christians in Samaria in v.15? Why? 
 
• What (specifically)  would they be praying for in your life and the life of your church? Why? 
 
 
 
4. Read 1 Peter 3:13-21 aloud. Discuss the following: 
 
• What is seen as “good” and “right” (vv.13-14) here is to be understood as that which aligns with God’s 

redemption plan.  In that context, what is Peter’s message to any who call themselves disciples?  Many 
tend to see baptism as a prerequisite for admission to heaven, but what is the actual function of 
baptism here?  

 
• How is it different from some common misperceptions?  


