
Weekly Devotionals   August 23-28  2021 
 

Monday, August 23 Read Psalm 84 

Though the ancient Israelites would have understood this psalm 

as a hymn to the wonder and glory of the actual temple, how 

should we as Christians understand it today? __________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

If it’s not truly talking about an actual building, what are the 

“courts of the Lord” to you? _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

How can verse 5,11 & 12 help in understanding the psalm’s mean-

ing for modern believers? ____________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday August 24  Read 1 Kings 8:1,6,10-11; 22-30 & 

41-43 

The temple, particularly the ark of the covenant, served as tan-

gible evidence for the people of Israel that God was indeed 

among them and continually faithful.  Yet the temple itself was not what was holy but rather the covenant 

between God and His people.  Re-read v.25.  What would keep that relationship strong and fresh? ________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Knowing what we know of ourselves, why is such reciprocity vital to a growing relationship?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why do we often prefer the outward aspects of “going through the motions” as opposed to a deep and per-

sonal commitment? ______________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does this say about the nature of your relationship with God? __________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1. The root of true discipleship is radical 

trust in God rather than ourselves. 

 

2. That sort of sacrificial discipleship is 

characterized by: 

     A. Risking consistently moving beyond 

our own comfort zone. 

 

     B. A willingness to dedicate ourselves 

to consistent service.  

 

     C. Being receptive to God’s leading…

even when it takes us beyond what is fa-

miliar! 

 



Wednesday, August 25 Read Joshua 24:1-2;14-18 

As Joshua reminds us, it is not a question of whether or not we will serve a god, it is simply a question of 

which god we daily choose to serve “with sincerity and faithfulness (v.14).”  What are some false gods that 

we are daily tempted to dedicate ourselves to?  Which ones call you? ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In what ways do we find serving the gods of this world (the ones “across the river”) easier than commit-

ting to true Christian discipleship? ________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Discuss this with God today in a prayer of confession. 

 

 Thursday, August 26  Read John 6:56-69 

Verse 60 is important here and perhaps we in the modern church have glossed over the controversial na-

ture of Christ a bit too easily (after all 1 Peter 2:8 calls Christ a ‘scandal’ or ‘stumbling block!’).  Reflect a 

bit on your own discipleship.  What is hard about it in real, practical terms? _____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is there a danger if following Jesus is too easy?  Why or why not? _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pray over all of this while reflecting on Peter’s question in v.68. 

 

Friday, August 27  Read Ephesians 6:10-20 

However you understand the practical applications for the metaphorical pieces of armor in this passage, 

there are two important underlying truths that we must wrestle with first: the fact that our discipleship 

is practiced as a combative response to a fallen world and the absolute need to depend on God’s power and 

providence if we are to fight that fight.  Why else would you bother with the armor?  Look at each piece of 

armor and list some of the ways each is activated or made useful only through an ever-deepening relation-

ship with God. ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Which pieces of your own armor need to be reenforced? ________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday, August 28 Psalm 34:15-22 

Try reading this psalm in the first person.  What is God saying and promising to you personally? ___________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read it through a few times reflecting on that question and be sure to listen carefully for God’s answer.  

How will you respond to God’s voice? 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 



  Samll Group Discussion Guide for 

“Shim Shams From Mustard Mills”     

Group Session for 8/29/21 

Small Group Meeting Guidelines:   This guide is designed to be used in the week following the Sunday 

this lesson was shared with the congregation.  That’s to give the group time to reflect on the lesson and do 

the devotional readings for that following week.  Group members should bring any notes they’ve taken during 

the week and draw on them during the discussion.  Further this study is built on shared reflection and discus-

sion.  There are no “right answers” only a prayerful and shared exploration of God’s Word and Presence.   

1. Beginning your group time: 

• Start by sharing prayer and updating each other on prayer concerns. 

• Read Psalm 84 aloud and discuss the questions from Monday’s readings.  Ask the group: How much of our 

identity as a church is vested in the programs and facilities and staff?  If any one of these was absent, 

how would that absence affect your own discipleship?  Why? 

 

2.  Shared Reflections  (Note: Don’t feel like you have to finish all of these questions!  If the group is       

engaged with one or two, don’t limit that just to get to the next question!) 

• Read Joshua 24:1-2; 14-18  aloud and discuss the questions from Wednesday, 8/25 (on the previous 

page) with your group.  

• Read  Sermon Note #1.  Do you agree with this point?  Why or why not?  What does a radical trust look 

like for a modern Christian?  For yourself?  

• Read John 6:56-69 and discuss the questions from Thursday  8/26. 

• Look at Sermon Note #2 and discuss the following questions with your group: 

 A. Where does Jesus call his disciples beyond their own personal comfort zones?  Why is this important 

      for their overall mission?  Do those same reasons apply to us?  Why or why not? 

 B.  A healthy diet is a consistent habit, not something we do once in a while.  So too a healthy spiritual 

      diet.  Given the study so far and your previous readings, what would comprise a consistently    

      healthy spiritual diet?  Be sure to give specific examples. 

 C. What does it look like to be open to God’s leading as opposed to expecting God to help our own plans 

     come to fruition?  Name some personalities from the Bible who embody this mind set. 

 

3. Discipleship and the Week Ahead 

• Share prayer concerns for the week ahead and covenant to pray for one another.  You 

might even consider each taking one person from the group and praying for and finding 

ways to encourage that person for the coming week. 


