
Do you have to be dunked or is sprinkling 
OK?  What’s the difference between a baptism, a christening, a baby   

dedication or a confirmation?  Can you go to heaven without being     
baptized?  We began the year reading the story of Jesus’ baptism by John and we’ll continue to explore the subject in this 

series.  The word baptizo literally means “to immerse” but it carries a connotation of being overwhelmed and swept 
away.  The sacrament has been central to the Christian faith ever since Jesus ordered his disciples to baptize new        

believers, but it has also been the source of much controversy and not a little confusion.  Join us as we look at the various 
meanings of baptism and come away with a deeper, richer and more life-changing understanding of the gift we have been 

offered. 

Monday January 23  Read Psalm 118 
Try memorizing vv.4-9 today.  Reflect on what it means that the Lord has steadfast love for you and 
how you respond to that love.  Take some time to pray over v.8 reflecting on the “mortals” you put 
trust in and remembering that you yourself could very well be one of those mortals!  What are the 
‘princes’ in your life (figures or items of power and superiority) that you are tempted to lean on? ___ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday January 24  Read Jeremiah 1:1-10 
Certainly, as an infant, Jeremiah had no idea the future God had 
planned for him though, presumably, he was raised and educated 
properly by his priestly family.  His youthful hesitation in v.6 is under-
standable but frightening though his call may be, how is Jeremiah com-
forted and encouraged here? _________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
How does it affect your current discipleship if you see yourself as 
similar to Jeremiah? ______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
In what ways has God been acting on your life and calling you to His 
purposes? ______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________  
 

Wednesday, January 25  Read John 15:12-17 
Why is it important for Jesus to remind the disciples that they were 
not the ones doing the choosing? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
Sometimes we live as if God sits disconnected and passive until we 



call or act or even do something to get His attention!  Why is that a dangerous 
(and unbiblical!) perspective? _______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
If this is true, what is God doing before, during and after we are baptized? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Thursday, January 26 Read 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 
God chooses us not because we have earned it or because we have made the 
request just right but rather, He claims us for the purposes of expanding His 
Kingdom.  With this in mind, re-read vv.13-14. It is for this reason that we are 
baptized into newness and fellowship.  Does this attitude affect how you un-
derstand baptism? ________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
What does it mean to be “first fruits of salvation?” ______________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Friday, January 27 Read Acts 10:1-48 
A theme running through the book of Acts is the prevenient activity of the Ho-
ly Spirit of God acting first to expand the Kingdom.  Too often we make one 
of two mistakes either thinking there are people God doesn’t desire to bring in 
or that it all depends on our own actions and will power.  How does the story 
of Cornelius address these issues? ___________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
What does this story tell us about God and about some of the ways God 
works?  What does Peter mean in vv.34-36?____________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, January 28 Read Romans 5:1-8 & John 3:16 
Note that God’s claim on us and our response of faith equips us to live confi-
dently in this life, not simply as a promise for the sweet by and by. We are to 
justified (made right) by trusting in the truth expressed in v.8.  Why is this so 
much more than our personal decision to believe in Jesus? ________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
How does the very familiar John 3:16 reenforce this understanding? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
The Symbolism  

of Baptism 
 
Baptism, as an “outward 
and visible sign of an in-
ward and spiritual grace,” 
symbolizes much.  The 
forms the baptismal ritual 
takes are shaped not only by 
time, culture and traditions 
but also by what those ac-
tions most potently symbol-
ize.  Here are the broad 
meanings behind the pre-
dominate forms of baptism. 
 
Immersion 
Going under the water and 
coming up again powerfully 
symbolizes our rebirth, in 
essence being “buried” with 
Christ and rising to new 
life. 
 
Sprinkling 
Aspersion is reminiscent of 
the act of anointing,  being 
claimed by God and or-
dained to a new life and 
new purpose. 
 
Pouring 
Pouring, or affusion, sym-
bolizes the abundance of 
God’s grace overflowing 
onto us and celebrates 
God’s prevenient grace. 
 
In baptism we are reborn, 
claimed, blessed and sent 
out to live in the Way and 
proclaim the Kingdom.  
Each form is an attempt to 
remind us of these deeper 
meanings. 



 
 
 

Part I: Testing the Waters 
1. Read Psalm 118.  With your group begin today by discussing the following: 
• What does it mean that the Lord has steadfast love for you and how are you to tangibly respond to 

that love.   
 
• Who are some of the “mortals” you put trust in and in what ways are you yourself one of those 

mortals?   
 
• What are the ‘princes’ in your life (figures or items of power and superiority) that you are tempt-

ed to lean on? 
 
• How does baptism (as a response, symbol and charge) help us put these things into right priori-

ties? 
 
Part II: Swept Away 
 
1. Read John 15:12-17 to the group and discuss the following: 
• Why is it important for Jesus to remind the disciples that they were not the ones doing the choos-

ing?  
 
• Sometimes we live as if God sits disconnected and passive until we call or act or even do some-

thing to get His attention!  Why is that a dangerous (and unbiblical!) perspective?  
 
• What is God doing before, during and after we are baptized? 
 
2. Read Romans 5:1-8 & John 3:16  Share: “Note that God’s claim on us and our response of faith 
equips us to live confidently in this life, not simply as a promise for the sweet by and by. We are to 
justified (made right) by trusting in the truth expressed in v.8. “  Discuss with your group: 
 
• Why is this so much more than our personal decision to believe in Jesus?  
 
• How does the very familiar John 3:16 reenforce this understanding? 
 
 
Part III: Rising Up  
 

 
1. Read Acts 10:1-48 and share: “a  theme running through the book of Acts is the prevenient activ-

ity of the Holy Spirit of God acting first to expand the Kingdom.  Too often we make one of two 
mistakes either thinking there are people God doesn’t desire to bring in or that it all depends on 
our own actions and will power. “ 

•  How does the story of Cornelius address these issues?  
• What does this story tell us about God and about some of the ways God works?   
• What does Peter mean in vv.34-36? 


