
Do you have to be dunked or is sprinkling 
OK?  What’s the difference between a baptism, a christening, a baby   

dedication or a confirmation?  Can you go to heaven without being     
baptized?  We began the year reading the story of Jesus’ baptism by John and we’ll continue to explore the subject in this 

series.  The word baptizo literally means “to immerse” but it carries a connotation of being overwhelmed and swept 
away.  The sacrament has been central to the Christian faith ever since Jesus ordered his disciples to baptize new        

believers, but it has also been the source of much controversy and not a little confusion.  Join us as we look at the various 
meanings of baptism and come away with a deeper, richer and more life-changing understanding of the gift we have been 

offered. 

Monday January 9  Genesis 1:1-5 
The same Spirit that broods over the primordial waters will descend on Jesus at His baptism and 
launch God’s great redemption activity and eventually be accessible to each of us.  Starting with the 
creation account we are reminded that God has been creating, redeeming and lifting up from the be-
ginning.  As creatures made in His image, we are invited to be a part of this marvelous work.  Reflect 
prayerfully on this and ask: how am I going to be a conduit for God’s Spirit in 2023? _____________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________  
  

Tuesday January 10  Read Isaiah 42:1-9 
This messianic prophecy is, above all, a celebration of obedience.  The  
blessings of God and our ultimate salvation will come through the 
Messiah’s willingness to put himself second and God’s kingdom goals 
first, no matter what.  What does this suggest about our own willing-
ness to follow this Messiah? _________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
As you reflect and pray on your own discipleship and obedience, what 
does v.8 mean and why is it necessary to the call God is making here? 
________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, January 11  Read Matthew 3:1-12 
The word ‘baptism’ (Gk. baptizo) is used here to describe a tradi-
tional Jewish purification rite called the tvliah, which made worship-
pers fit to offer sacrifices.  John is doing it in a new way, as an in-
ner, spiritual cleansing initiated by repentance.   There is a strong 
sense of outrage at empty rituals, especially in John’s condemnation 
of the Pharisees. In what ways is John preparing our hearts and atti-
tudes for what Christ comes to bring? _______________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 



If this passage (and the conclusion in tomorrow’s reading) were all we had to 
go on, what would you understand the purpose of baptism to be? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 How is it more important than the mere ritual act? ______________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Thursday, January 12 Read Matthew 3:13-17 
Depending on how one understands baptism, this can be a confusing passage.  
Jesus didn’t need to be cleansed of sins nor was he turning his life around.  
John even expresses some confusion.  At its heart though, v.15 reminds us it is 
about being fully obedient to God’s will.  If ‘righteousness” means “following 
the right way,” why do you think Jesus was baptized? ___________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
How do you understand your own baptism?____________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Friday, January 13 Read Acts 10:34-43 
Peter reminds us that Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of his ministry of 
obedience and sacrifice (v.37). Moreover, he outlines how disciples are to live 
in response to God’s plan in Christ.   How are you living into the claim made 
on your life at your baptism? _______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
What changes is God working and in what ways are you responding? _______ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
What new directions might God be calling you to in this new year? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, January 14 Read Psalm 29 
Read this psalm a few times, reflecting on it as a personal message to you and 
as your own personal prayer.  Exactly how will you “ascribe (sometimes trans-
lated as ‘honor’) to the Lord” glory and worship this year?  Be as specific as 
you can. ________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________ 
What changes will such a course of action entail? _______________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
How can the strength of the Lord help you to do this? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Thinking More Deeply 

About Baptism 
 

Most Protestants consider 
baptism to be one of only 
two sacraments (as opposed 
to the seven held by some 
other denominations) since, 
along with Holy Commun-
ion, doing it was explicitly 
ordered by Christ (Matthew 
28:19).  The challenge has 
always been to understand 
what the act of baptism 
means and how we are to 
carry it out.  Sadly most of 
our disagreements have to 
do with the mechanics of 
the ritual (sprinkle or dunk, 
once or often, the proper 
age and the proper prepara-
tion, etc.).  Jesus gave us 
none of those particulars so 
we have to piece together 
the scriptural and historic 
details.  Whatever conclu-
sions we reach, though, we 
can never forget that the 
word itself, baptizo, means 
immersion but more than 
the simple act of going un-
der water.  The word con-
veys a sense of being over-
whelmed, swamped, flood-
ed and swept away.  It is a 
word of totality, in much 
the same way as our disci-
pleship must be much more 
than a few words and an 
empty ritual!  In this study 
we’ll explore the deeper 
symbolism, meaning and 
practice of those who have 
been baptized into the 
Body. 



 
 
 

Part I: Testing the Waters 
• Read “Thinking More Deeply About Baptism” on page 2 of this guide aloud to your group.  

Have the group share their own understandings and experiences of baptism.  Remember, 
though, this is not a time to decide who’s right and who is wrong (that’s not part of this study an-
yway!).  Baptism has been practiced in a wide variety of forms with varying theological interpre-
tations by numerous cultures and traditions over time.  All of these various forms and understand-
ings have produced and cultivated very devout and faithful Christians who have passionately 
served the Kingdom of God.  Though we might have our own preferred practice, none of us has 
an exclusive claim to “correct Christianity!” Rather, take the time to hear the different experienc-
es of your group members. 

 
• Read Genesis 1:1-5.  Discuss: What is the symbolic meaning of water in this passage and in 

what ways is water so central to the experience of human life? What are some other places you 
know of in Scripture where water takes on a powerful symbolic experience?  Given these exam-
ples, why do you think God chose the sacrament of baptism as the primary initiation ritual for His 
church? 

 
Part II: Swept Away 
• Read Matthew 3:1-17 aloud.  Take a look at the discussion questions from the devotions for 

Wednesday 1/11 & Thursday 1/12 and discuss the following with your group: 
 - How was John altering the Jewish idea of baptism (tvilah) and why would that be important? 
 
 - How would the baptism John was practicing reveal the worshipper’s true identity before 
    God (see Sermon note #1)? 
 
 - Given all of this, why did Jesus come to be baptized?  What does it mean “to fulfill all  
    righteousness?” (see Sermon note #2) 
 
 - At least in this instance of the practice of baptism, what does baptism mean for the follower?  
    For God?  For those watching? 
 
Part III: Rising Up  

• Read Psalm 29 aloud and discuss the following: 
 - Share some specific ways your life can “ascribe glory and worship’ to the Lord. 
 
 -Why os doing this so important?  
 
• Share any prayer concerns among your group and covenant with one another to be in pray-

er this week.  Be sure to begin next week’s gathering by updating one another on these con-
cerns and celebrations. 


