
Weekly Devotional Readings and Guides 

Monday, April 22  Read Psalm 118:1-2;14-24 

Easter is about victory.  It is about triumphing over the fear of our sinfulness and the terror of 

dead and pointless living.  If we can grasp the truth that Jesus took our sinfulness to the grave, 

we are free to live confidently and boldly.  As you read this song of victory, reflect on the things 

that scare you and hold you back.  Prayerfully ask God to take them from you…as indeed He al-

ready has! ______________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday, April 23  Read Isaiah 65:17-25 

Reflect on the image the poet/prophet paints here.  What fears and concerns common to all peo-

ple does he address here?  What dreams does he hold out? _______________________ Christ’s 

resurrection begins the process towards that new heaven and earth.  What changes is Christ 

working in you now? ______________________________________________________________ 

What are you holding back from him?  Why? __________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday, April 24  Read Luke 24:13-49 

It might be argued that the disciples didn’t recognize Jesus because they didn’t expect to see 

him.  It was only in a moment of spiritual focus (the breaking of the bread) that they realized 

what was going on.  How often do we limit our discipleship because we do not actively seek to 

find and experience Christ?  Give some examples where this might happen. _________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday, April 25  Read 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

Sin and Death invaded creation and enslaved humanity through Adam’s disobedience (see Ro-

mans 5:12-21).  Here Paul reminds us that Christ’s resurrection is the beginning (“first fruits”) of 

God’s work of restoration.  Though physical death still comes, the eternal spiritual separation 

from God is no more.  That means as modern Easter people, we are part of that on-going pro-

cess.  How does knowing this shape how you approach your own discipleship? _______________ 

     _________________________________________________ 

     _________________________________________________ 

     _________________________________________________ 
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 Friday, April 26  Read Acts 10:34-43 

Peter’s simple statement is an expression of the Jesus he knows, the experiences he has had 

and the power of God he has witnessed.  Take a moment and reflect on the Jesus you know.  

How would you explain that relationship to someone else? _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

What have you experienced in Christ and where have you witnessed the power of God at 

work?  ____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

This is your testimony and your mission.  Perhaps try writing this down so as to improve your 

witness. 

 

 Saturday, April 20   Read Isaiah 25:6-9 

Just take a few moments to reflect on the good news in this passage.  What does it say to you 

personally?  ___________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Does the experience of Easter shape your daily 

living and if so, how? _______________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

If not, why not? ___________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Prayerfully consider how God is calling you to 

bear witness to your faith.  How do you plan to 

respond to that call? 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

  

 

    

Sermon notes for 

“No Nametag Needed” 

John 20:1-16 

 

1. The resurrected Jesus claims us   

intimately and personally. 

 

 

 

2. We can only know Jesus through a  

    personal, practiced life of  

    discipleship. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 



Small Group Discussion Guide 

• Part 1:  Easter People   Read the following to your group-   “Once upon a time at a medium 

size church a pastor was pleased with the standing-room-

only turn out on Easter Sunday.  He recognized many of the 

congregants as those once or twice a year members as 

well as a number who were extended family members.  

Few were completely unfamiliar to him except for a well 

dressed man on the back row along the aisle who spent the 

service looking around at his fellow worshippers as if trying 

to remember faces.  The pastor was unable to talk to him 

after the service but was delighted to see him return the 

next week.  Indeed, it was easier to notice him as the 

attendance had dropped off considerably.  The pastor 

made a point of catching the gentleman as he left and 

thanked him for coming.  “Are you new to town?” he 

asked.  “No,” the visitor replied.  “I’m actually an atheist 

and I always pick a church to attend on Easter Sunday and 

the one following.”  “Why is that?” asked the pastor.  “I 

like to see who follows through on what they say they be-

lieve from one Sunday to the next.  It’s always very illumi-

nating!” 

• Read Thursday’s reading from 1 Corinthians and dis-

cuss the questions that go with it.  What impact does 

Easter have on the way you live your life?  How would 

you have replied to the man in the preceding story? 

 

• Read Luke 24:13-49 out loud.  Why didn’t the disci-

ples recognize Jesus?  Are there times when we don’t rec-

ognize Christ at work and why does that happen?  Are 

there ways we can be more attentive to the risen Christ 

at work in our lives, our church and the world around us? 

• Look at the notes from last Sunday’s sermon.  Discuss 

ways we can grow closer to Christ...that we can know 

Him as He knows us.  Why do so many settle for a shal-

low and less than fulfilling relationship with Jesus? 

Pope John Paul II summarized the epitome 

of what it means to be a Christian: “Do not 

abandon yourself to despair. We are Easter 

people and Hallelujah is our song.” There 

are two immediate takeaways from this 

quote. The first is that we are not a hope-

less people. Jesus Christ proclaimed that “I 

came into the world as light, so that every-

one who believes in me might not remain in 

darkness” (John 12:46). Secondly, our iden-

tity as Christians lies in the reality of the 

Resurrection. The Resurrection is why we 

sing “Hallelujah,” and it is the reality that 

will happen to us at the Second Coming of 

Christ. 

But it is more than Easter Sunday or the 

Easter Season. The call is universal and at 

all times. On Easter, Christ destroyed the 

power of death, gave us hope in restoring 

our relationship with God, and gave us the 

gift of eternal joy, fulfillment, and life. Christ 

gave us the opportunity to be in union with 

the source of all being, our origin, and our 

destiny and joy: God Himself. Easter Sun-

day afforded us the to be with the source of 

all joy and love. 

Being an Easter people signifies the call to 

live out the Resurrection every day of our 

lives. To open wide the doors to Christ’s uni-

fying love. To turn upward in faith, hope, 

and love. To rejoice in the Risen Lord. East-

er Sunday is precisely why we call the cruci-

fixion of Jesus “Good Friday.” An event so 

terrible turned into a call to rejoice in the 

Risen Christ, who gives us our identity as a 

redeemed people.           -Jeffery Lindholm 
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