
Weekly Devotional Readings and Guides 

Holy Week -April 15-20 

  Choosing to Reflect  

This week is Holy Week and we humbly and prayerfully follow Christ’s Passion.  This week is a 

time to focus and intentionally reflect on what we’ve experienced and learned this Lenten season.  

Here we are challenged to consider concrete ways we will take our Lenten experience into the rest 

of the year. 

Monday, April 15  Read Psalm 36:5-11 

In what ways has God been your own strength and refuge? _______________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Today, try memorizing vv.5-7 and think on them throughout the day.  Make them your own per-

sonal prayer of assurance and confidence. 

 

Tuesday, April 16  Read John 12:20-36  

Concentrate on vv.24-26.  Re-write them in your own words, thinking of how they might specifi-

cally apply to your own life, activities and priorities. _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some ways God might be calling you to “die to self” this week?  Discuss them with God 

in prayer. _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, April 17  Read John 13: 21-32 

Judas, like the other disciples, had given up much to follow Jesus and had been a vital part of 

Christ’s ministry for three years.  He even held a position of responsibility among the fellowship.                

 Why do you think he betrayed Jesus, as well as his friends and companions?  Was it only 

      money, or had his priorities shifted? ___________________ 

     _________________________________________________ 

     In what ways do we betray Jesus today?  What in our lives  

     comes  before Christ’s call to follow and serve wherever he 
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leads? ________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Maundy Thursday, April 18  Read John 13:1-17; 31-35 

Read this story through slowly and use your imagination to visualize the sights, sounds, smells 

and tastes of that night.  How would you have felt if you were John? _____________________ 

_________________________ Peter? ______________________________________________ 

Judas? ______________________________________Jesus? ____________________________ 

How do you understand Jesus’ ‘new commandment’ as you live it out today? ______________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

(Maundy Thursday Communion Service tonight-6:30pm) 

Good Friday, April 19  Read John 18:1-19:42 

Imagine yourself as one of his first followers on this dark day.  You have given up everything to 

follow Jesus and staked all your hopes for the future on Him only to see him betrayed, tortured 

and killed.  How do you feel? ________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

It’s vital to understand the depths of this tragedy 

in order to truly experience the Good News of 

Easter. 

(Kneeling at the Cross service- 12 noon; Good 

Friday Blues-6:00pm) 

 Holy Saturday, April 20   Read Lamentations 3:1-

9, 19-24 

Jesus died, not only for the injustice, cruelty and 

selfishness of the people in his own day, but for 

our- your- injustice, cruelty, selfishness and lack 

of faith.  Spend some time today in a prayer of 

confession.  Where does God most need to be at 

work in your life and what do you need to offer 

up to Him? _______________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    

Sermon notes for 

“But I’m Only A Rock” 

Luke 19:28-40 

 

1. The Messiah comes to fulfill God’s              

 purposes…not ours! 

 

 

 

 

2.   All of creation-including ourselves

 - is created to worship God. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 



Small Group Discussion Guide 

A Lesson for Easter Sunday 

For our last study, spend some time reflecting on what 

the season of Lent has meant to you this year. 

Part 1:   The Struggle with Hypocrisy    The word 

‘hypocrisy’ comes from the Greek word ὑπόκρισις 

(hypokrisis) which means, roughly, “I act out” or “I play a 

part.”  It doesn’t necessarily have negative connotations 

but reflects the difference between a public face (as in the 

role or persona of an actor) and the private one (what he 

or she is really like).  The negativity come when one is be-

ing a hypocrite to deceive or manipulate. 

• Read Luke 19:37-40.  In last Sunday’s sermon it was 

suggested that the crowd was being, in a sense, hypocriti-

cal.  Given the definition of ‘hypocrisy’ listed above, do 

you agree or disagree?  Why or why not?  Give some spe-

cific examples of hypocrisy here, especially considering 

the readings from this past week. 

• What are some ways we still struggle as a church, 

with presenting a public face of faith and devotion and 

living quite another?  In what ways is the desire for rela-

tively easy, no demands Christianity akin to the sort of 

religion the Pharisees might have been comfortable 

with?  Wasn’t Pharisaic religion with all its rules and 

forms more demanding than what Christ was calling for? 

In what ways might rules, dogmas and strict adherence 

to the form of religion be easier than actual discipleship?  

Give some specific examples. 

• Read John 4:23-24.  Jesus is debating with a Samari-

tan woman about the nature of true discipleship.  What 

does Jesus mean, in practical, applicable terms, in these 

two verses?  How would this play out in your own faith 

life? 

 
 

Week #5: Choosing to Reflect 
 

     We are always so busy and the re-
sult is we often miss the most important 

things. That’s also true with our faith.  
We take it for granted and simply accept 

that God loves us without dwelling too 
much on the reality of our sin and be-
trayal nor on the extent to which God 

has gone to prove His love.  Sadly Holy 
Week and Easter become just another 
round on the calendar. 

     During this week especially, make a 
point of slowing down a little, extending 

your prayer time and doing some seri-
ous reflection on the nature of your re-
lationship with God. 

     Take the time to walk the path to 
Calvary and the tomb and don’t just 
jump from Palm Sunday to Easter.  Try 

to attend the various Holy Week ser-
vices and let the story of Christ’s pas-

sion touch your heart.  Then, as you 
celebrate Easter, reflect on these ques-
tions: 

 
• What have you learned about your-

self this Lenten season?  About 

God? 
 
• Will these things have an impact 

on your life going forward and if 
so, in what ways?  If not, why 
not? 
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Part 2: Good News at the Tomb 

• On this Easter Sunday, having walked the long Lenten road, discuss how the rather serious 

and severe call to sacrificial discipleship that is Lent can shape how we live as Christian 

the rest of the year?    

• Jesus warned us that the path is not always easy and 

many (most?) take the easy but ultimately disastrous 

route (Matthew 7:13).  What are some symptoms (be 

as specific as possible) that we might be on a prover-

bial four-lane highway to destruction? 

• Remember Mary’s reckless extravagance with the 

ointment from last week?  If that is the type of unre-

served devotion that Christ calls for, how can the im-

pact of Easter help us to be like Mary? What would it 

look like if we were “Easter People,” shaped, di-

rected, prioritized and inspired by the life and pres-

ence of the risen Jesus Christ?  How can we help each 

other to walk that path? 

 

Part 3: Reflecting on Lent 

• Take a look at the section on the previous page- 

“Week 5: Choosing to Reflect.”  Discuss with the 

group the questions at the bottom of that section. 
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The Reality of the Resurrection 

The miracle of Easter is often a stum-

bling block for unbelievers.  Theories 

have been suggested that the resurrec-

tion was the product of wishful thinking 

or simple hopeful visions or dreams on 

the part of the disciples.  More ominous 

theories have claimed that the disciples 

simply stole His body and faked the 

claim in order to gain converts.  Of 

course none of this can be scientifically 

proven or disproven– it is a matter of 

faith.  There is one undeniable point 

however.  Before Easter the disciples 

were scared, doubting and hopeless.  

After that Sunday, they suddenly had 

the courage to preach boldly even when 

it led to no gain save suffering and 

death.  Were they altered by a hoax or 

a day dream?  Or had they experienced 

something– Someone– who transcend-

ed the very notion of death, sin and 

loss? 


