
Weekly Devotional Readings and Guides 

April 8-13 

 Choosing to Serve: The immense value God places on each person is powerfully reflected in the 

servant ministry of Christ Jesus. To follow Jesus fully we must do as he has done.  This week we’ll 

look for places and ways to lift others up, share grace and encouragement and help carry the 

load.  

       (For more on Lenten Disciplines, see the box on page three of this study guide.) 
 
Monday, April 8 Read Psalm 126 

Take some time to reflect on the ways God has blessed you.  Write some of these down.   

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Now reflect on the ways, times and places you have been angry or disappointed with God; write 

these down as well. _______________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ Now re-read the psalm and spend 

some time in prayer discussing these with God and reflecting on your relationship with Him. 

 

Tuesday, April 9 Read Isaiah 43:16-21  

As Christians, we know the “Way” God intends to make through Christ. Why was it so hard for 

the people of his day to understand his intentions? _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

In what ways is it difficult for us to understand what God is doing in our own time and in our own 

lives? __________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, April 10  Read John 12:1-8 

Is Jesus saying here that care for the poor is not to be our priority?  

     _________________________________________________ 

_     _________________________________________________ 

     Judas’ comment here is imminently practical, so why is it  
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inappropriate in this instance? ____________________________________________________ 

What is Jesus saying about our own priorities, our understanding of devotion and worship and 

our commitment to discipleship? __________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday, April 11 Read Philippians 3:4-14 

There are many valuable insights in this passage, but for this week, reflect on Paul’s contrast 

between the things we normally value and encourage and God’s call to transcend normal, 

worldly, values.  What things do you prize and value (as evidenced by time, money and energy 

spent on them) and how do they compare to how you value your discipleship? _____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, April 12  Read Philippians 2:5-11 

Sunday is Palm Sunday, celebrating Christ’s trium-

phal entry into Jerusalem.  Yet it is a bittersweet 

celebration as it will end in betrayal, suffering and 

death.  Re-read this familiar passage from Philip-

pians and take time to reflect on who Jesus is and 

just how amazing His sacrifice for all of us is. 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 Saturday, April 13   Read Psalm 118:1-2; 19-29 

Surely this psalm was on the minds of some in the 

crowd on Palm Sunday.  If they truly believed 

what they were singing, where were they on 

Good Friday? _____________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Reflect on our own tendency to praise God with 

our lips but not with our actions and the commit-

ment of our lives.  Share a prayer of confession 

for your own weakness of faith with God today.  

Remember, even the disciples failed but God 

used them- through their penitence- after all! 

    

Sermon notes for 

“Practical Thieves” 

John 12:1-8 

 
 
1. We often use common sense and 

practicality as excuses to be 
lukewarm disciples. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. True discipleship takes risks and 

can be scandalous. 
 

 

 

 
 
 



Small Group Discussion Guide 

Read John 12:1-8 out loud.  As you do, reflect on the context of this story.  Jesus is about to 

enter Jerusalem and begin the process that will lead to 

his death and resurrection.  Why does John tell this story 

here? 

Part 1:  The Practicality of Judas 

• Divide into groups of 2 or 3 and try this role playing 

exercise: Imagine that you are Judas.  Forget what you 

know about his betrayal and ignore v.6– remember only 

that, like the others, Judas left everything behind to fol-

low Jesus faithfully for three years.  Make the argument 

that is made in v. 5.  Isn’t Mary’s action wasteful?  Think 

of it this way: What if Cordele First spent $30,000 for the 

decorations and music for a single worship service? 

• Share the results of your role playing with the larger 

group.   Does Judas (again, ignoring the assertions of his 

theft and selfishness) have a good point?  Why or why 

not?   

• Are there times when making practical decisions, 

even if for good reasons, masks a lack of faith and an un-

willingness to risk living the life of a true disciple?  Read 

Luke 9:57-62.  Are the rationales for hesitancy offered 

here convincing?  Why or why not?   Look at the follow-

ing statements and discuss them in light of our explora-

tions thus far: 

     - “Doing missions work is important but going to those 

places is often too dangerous.” 

     - “ I know there is a need for Sunday school teachers 

but I’m not comfortable around kids.” 

     - “ I would tithe but I can’t afford it with my expenses 

right now.” 

     - “ If we let those people in the church, it would give us 

 
 

Week #5: Choosing to Serve 
 

 
Service is at the core of what it means 

to be a disciple.  Our savior messiah 
comes as a servant leader, but what 

does that mean.  At its heart it is about 
putting others before ourselves.  “No 
greater love than this,” Jesus says, 

“that one lays down his life for his 
friends (John 13).”  While most of us 
will never be asked to die, we are all 

daily called to die to our selfish inter-
ests, our need to be first and comforta-

ble, our sinful desire to be served.  Our 
broken nature battels against such a 
course which makes it imperative that 

we seek the Spirit’s power and take con-
crete steps towards growing ever more 
Christ like through acts of selfless love 

and service.  This week, take a good 
look around.  Where can you be of ser-

vice to someone?  Can you do it for God 
as opposed to getting credit for your-
self?  Here’s a few possibilities: 
• Spend some time visiting folks in 

the nursing home or an elderly 
person who may be alone. 

• Volunteer somewhere where there 
is a need. 

• Bring a meal to a neighbor 

• Take leadership and responsibility 
for a ministry that God lays on 
your heart. 
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a bad reputation and hurt evangelism.” 

 

Part 2:  Mary’s Extravagance   

• Nard was used as a burial ointment for the very 

wealthy as well as at the coronation of kings.  Is the 

symbolism of Mary’s action important or a nice, but 

ultimately useless gesture?  Why or why not?  Consid-

er this:  For many of us, an action has value only if it 

has a practical or tangible purpose with a definite 

benefit.  Does Mary’s action fit this criteria, why or 

why not? 

• Consider Mary’s action in light of the following scrip-

tures: 2 Samuel 6:13-16, 20-21; Mark 12:41-44; Luke 10:41-42.   What do these passages 

say to you about priorities, extravagance and the meaning of devotion? 

• At its heart, this passage is about priorities.  What are Judas’ priorities (both the ones he 

says aloud and the ones in his heart, i.e. v.6)?  What are Mary’s priorities and what about 

them merits God’s approval? 

• Name some specific ways that we, in modern Christianity, are often more like Judas (as 

regards priorities and excuses) and in what ways can we be more like Mary?  Give as 

many specific examples as possible. 
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In Context 

Costly Nard: Nard is 

a strong perfume 

made from the oil of 

the spike nard plant 

and imported from 

Asia.   The cost of 300      

denarii (John 12:5) would be roughly 

the equivalent of a year’s wages for 

a common working person! 


