
Lesson #4: “Rumblings...With a G!” 

 

Devotions and Daily Readings for October 4-9 

 

 

Monday, October 4 Read Psalm 13 

This is what is termed a psalm of lament.  We have all felt as the psalmist does here, but note 

the shift in v. 5 from complaining to a declaration of faithful trust.  We are not forbidden from 

complaining or expressing our feelings, but ultimately we must turn it over to God for His 

work and purposes. How does v.6 serve as a guideline for our complaints? _________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday October 5 Read Exodus 17:1-7 

Despite all that God had done for them, the people of Israel still complained.  Why? ________ 

_____________________________________________________________ What does this tell you 

about the nature of humanity and what does it tell you about the nature of God? ___________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

When are you most tempted to complain and grumble?  

Why? ____________________________________________ 

How can you avoid this temptation?_________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, October 6 Read Nehemiah 4:1-12 

Sanballat and his cronies were quite happy with the  sta-

tus quo...after all, it benefitted them!  What criticisms do 

they levy against Nehemiah? _____________ 

_________________________________________________ 

What was Nehemiah’s first response to these difficulties? 

_________________________________________________ 

How does the temptation to maintain the status quo 

sometimes hamper our mission as a church? ___________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

Sermon Notes for: 

“Rumblings...With a G!” 

October 3, 2021 

 

I. Building God’s Kingdom always    

   meets resistance! 

 

 

II. We overcome resistance by: 

     A. Lovingly but firmly  

 keeping the ultimate goal in 

 mind 

 

 

     B. Being open and honest 



Thursday, October 7 Read Nehemiah 5:1-12  

There is also internal corruption and obstacles to be  overcome.  What are they and how 

does Nehemiah respond? __________________________________________________________ 

What changes the hearts of those profiting off their fellows? ____________________________ 

_______________________________________________ Are there times we seek after what 

please us and choose not to see how that hurts or affects others within the church? _________ 

_________________ How can we avoid that temptation? _______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Friday, October 8 Read Luke 7:31-35 

Sometimes it seems that no matter what you do, you will not please everybody!  Jesus and 

John the Baptist between them could not make the Pharisees happy.  If this is so, what 

should guide our ministry and service? _______________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the standard or measure of successful ministry? _________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Saturday, October 9 Read Galatians 5:13-15 

According to this passage, we serve God best when we learn to serve one another.  Other-

wise we are simply biting and devouring one another.  What are some of our rationalizations 

for not being slaves to one another? _________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ Why is this so hard? _____________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Discuss this with God in prayer. 



Lesson #4: “Rumblings...with a G!””    

Small Group Study & Discussion Guide 

 

Part 1.   Gathering Materials 

1. Open with  prayer today.  Be sure to update everyone on any prayer concerns or celebrations from the 

 previous week. 

 

2. Read Exodus 17:1-7 and discuss the questions from Tuesday, October 5 with your group. 

 

Part 2.   Stacking Bricks 

 

1. Have someone read Nehemiah 4:1-12 and discuss the questions from Wednesday, October 6.  Then share 

the following for discussion: 

• Look at Sermon note #1.  Do you agree with this statement?  If so, why do you think this is true?   How 

might knowing this alter the way we react when we do meet resistance? 

 

 

2. Read Nehemiah 5:1-12 and discuss the questions from Thursday, 10/7. 

• Read Sermon note #2 A aloud.  What is the ultimate goal for us as a church?  Are there ways we lose 

sight of this goal and how can we avoid them? 

 

3. Read Galatians 5:13-15 as well as Sermon note #2B.  How might failing to be open and honest with our  

    brothers and sisters lead to “devouring” one another?  Cam you think of some examples of this process  

    (either positive or negative)? 

 

Part 3.   Evaluating 

 

1. Challenge one another to list some of the challenges and brokenness we face in our time and place and 

share them next time you meet.  Be prepared to discuss ways God might be calling us to address those 

challenges. 

 

2.  Share prayer concerns and close in prayer together.   


