
Lesson #3: “With Both Feet” 

No growth comes without real and full commitment.  Many want to see change and improvement but most 

of us are content to let others do the work that such an outcome requires or we stop at where we are com-

fortable or where we feel we’ve done enough.  Yet if the cross is both our emblem and our goal, we have to 

think bigger and bolder.  

 

Devotions and Daily Readings for September 20-25 

 

 Monday, September 20 Read Psalm 36:5-10  

Take some time to read and re-read this psalm. What does it tell you about God? _________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does it offer you hope and confidence for faithful living?__________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

For a musical parallel, sing (or just read) Hymn No. 102 “Now Thank We All Our God,” whose author, Mar-

tin Rinkart, was inspired by this psalm. The contemporary praise song “Your Love O Lord”(by Third Day) is 

also based on this psalm.  

 

Tuesday September 21 Read Exodus 35:4-29 & 36:3b-7  

The creation of the first place of worship of Yahweh is a community project demanding generous contribu-

tions from all the people. Note how participation is so enthusiastic 

Moses has to tell them to stop contributing! How is this process in 

and of itself an act of worship? ______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

When was the last time a church project had too much participa-

tion and resources? Why? __________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________  

 

Wednesday, September 22 Read Nehemiah 3:1-32  

As you read this try not to get lost in all the odd names. The point 

here (and for the rest of the chapter) is that each part of the com-

munity, each family and each demographic takes an active role in 

the project. In writing this as a history, Nehemiah wants to record 

all those who had a part, partially to serve as an encouragement 

and example to future generations. What role do you play in 

strengthening the church for future generations?  

Sermon Notes for: September 19 

“With Both Feet” 

 

1. Building God’s kingdom requires: 

  

A. participation by everyone  

 

B. giving fully of our very best 

     efforts  

 

2. If we are not actively building 

up… we are tearing down! 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What will the church of our day pass along? ________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday, September 23 Read Luke 9:57-62  

This is a rather uncomfortable saying by Jesus but it underscores the importance of being complete disciples, 

not simply part time spectators. What gets in the way of using your very best talents, resources and time for 

God? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Discuss this with God in prayer today.  

 

Friday, September 25 Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-11  

Whatever gifts we have to contribute, it is vital to understand that those gifts are not ours. They are a mani-

festation of God’s Spirit working through us. Our role comes primarily in deciding whether or not we will 

allow the Spirit to work. What gifts do you have that are easy to offer and where are you hesitant to trust 

the Spirit to work? ______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday, September 26 Read Isaiah 62:1-5  

Our call to serve the Kingdom and Christ’s church, should be understood as an opportunity to draw people 

to God, as an example- like Zion shining before the nations. How does God rejoice over you and your disci-

pleship? _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Talk about it with Him in prayer today. 

 

 



Lesson #3: “With Both Feet”    

Small Group Study & Discussion Guide 

 

Part 1.   Gathering Materials 

1. Open with  prayer today.  Be sure to update everyone on any prayer concerns or celebrations from the 

 previous week. 

 

2. Read Exodus 35:4-29 & 36:3b-7  and discuss the questions from Tuesday, 9/21.  Are there areas in our        

    own church where we see folks giving above and beyond?  Where and why?  Are there areas where our  

    church (or maybe our own group) is less than fully committed?  Why is that? 

 

 

Part 2.   Stacking Bricks 

 

1. Have someone read Nehemiah 3:1-32 and have someone else read the questions from Wednesday, 9/22.  

How much of what we appreciate about our church was built by someone else? 

• Look at Sermon note #1.  More than merely building walls (or anything else), why is participation by all 

so important for God’s people?  How is that part of our outreach and witness? 

 

• Compare how we commit to church with how we commit to work.  Where is our effort similar and 

where is it different?  Why?   

 

2. Read Luke 9:7-52 and discuss the question from Thursday, 9/23. 

• Read Sermon note #2 aloud.  Given what we’ve read in scriptures so far do you agree with this state-

ment?  Why or why not? 

 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 and discuss the questions from Friday, 9/24. 

 

Part 3.   Evaluating 

 

1. Challenge one another to list some of the challenges and brokenness we face in our time and place and 

share them next time you meet.  Be prepared to discuss ways God might be calling us to address those 

challenges. 

 

2.  Share prayer concerns and close in prayer together.   


