
Lesson #2: “Radical Foundations  

Before we build, be sure we are building on the strong, often radical, foundation of God’s  vision 

 

Devotions and Daily Readings for September 13-18 

 

Monday, September 13 Read Psalm 24 

Many scholars believe this was probably a worship psalm from the time of David with answers 

to the priest’s questions sung responsively by the gathered people.  If true, it is a basic state-

ment of faith and the sovereignty of God.  Why are pure hearts and faith-filled souls necessary 

components to proper worship? ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday September 14  Read Isaiah 43:1-7 

One of the encouragements to discipleship is knowing how much God loves and cares for us 

and just how far He is willing to go on our behalf.  Read this through again and insert your 

name in place of the word “you.”  Do you believe this good news?  Why or why not? 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

How can this knowledge be a foundation for deeper min-

istry? ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, September 15  Read Nehemiah 2:11-20 

Though we read this passage last week when reflecting on 

the need to be about Kingdom-building, read this again 

and note that Nehemiah begins his task clear-eyed as to 

the enormity before him.  Why is it important not to 

minimize the challenges we face in making disciples?  

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

What can keep us strong and energetic when the task 

seems very large? __________________________________ 

_________________________________________________  

Discuss this with God in prayer today. 

 

Sermon Notes for: September 12, 2021 

 

 “Radical Foundations” 

I. Building God’s Kingdom requires    

    solid foundations in: 

A. Connection to God (prayer, worship 

& Bible study) 

 

 

B. Honest evaluations (of ourselves and 

the task ahead) 

 

 

C. Political savvy (dealing with  

                                         people) 

 

II. Faith is knowing that what we do for 

God, God will accomplish. 



Thursday, September 16 Read Luke 14:25-33 

Jesus reminds us that we are not engaged in some game or part-time hobby.  We will either 

serve him completely (with all the attendant consequences) or we won’t.  What are some of 

the costs incurred in your discipleship? _______________________________________________ 

What have you been willing to pay and where do you draw the line? ____________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ Why? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, September 17 Read Deuteronomy 5:31-33 

At its heart, discipleship is about deciding whether we will fully commit to following God or 

simply dabble in religion.  Our foundation must begin with deciding we will be God’s people 

without reservation.  What are some of the ways we are tempted to ‘water down’ our com-

mitment to serving Christ and what are our reasons (excuses?) for doing so? _______________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What would cause you to “turn to the right or the left (v.32)” and how can you avoid that 

happening? ______________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday, September 18 Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

The apostle Paul is driven by his one, bedrock goal: to make disciples for Jesus Christ.  Every-

thing else-personal desires, taste, self-indulgence- is sublimated to that singular purpose.  How 

important is disciple-making to you? _________________________________________________ 

How do you demonstrate this? _____________________________________________________ 

What is the bedrock principle of your faith-walk? ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Discuss it with God in prayer today. 

 

A bit of history and background… 

 

To the Jews, Jerusalem was never just 

a city.  It was emblematic of God’s 

sovereignty and presence.  The     

enormous size of the temple on it’s 

high hill (Mt. Zion) illustrates that  

perfectly.  The walls, therefore, were 

a similar statement about God’s 

strength and protection as well as the 

commitment of the People to trust in 

God.  To leave the walls in ruins was 

to, in essence, consider God as        

remote, untrustworthy and somewhat 

second-class in comparison with the 

gods of Persia and the other            

surrounding nations. 



Lesson #2: “Radical Foundations”    

Small Group Study & Discussion Guide 

 

Part 1.   Gathering Materials 

1. Open with  prayer today.  Be sure to update everyone on any prayer concerns or celebrations from the 

 previous week. 

 

2. Read Psalm 24 aloud to the group and then discuss the questions from Monday ‘s (9/13) readings.   Then 

 ask the following:  How would you define the term “pure in heart” and how does it apply to the 

 goals, attitudes and perceptions of modern Christians? 

 

 

Part 2.   Stacking Bricks 

 

1. Have someone read Nehemiah 2:11-20.  Discuss the questions from Wednesday (9/15).   Next, share and 

explore the following: 
 

• Why didn’t Nehemiah take anyone else with him when he toured the damaged city?  In what ways does 

any task for God require one-on-one time with God before we think about or do anything else?  What 

happens in those times? 

 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 aloud to the group and discuss the questions from Saturday (9/18).  Then    

 explore the following: 
 

• Share sermon Note #1.  Why are “Connections to God (A.),” “honest evaluations of ourselves (B.),” and 

“political savvy (C.)” in dealing with people important points of preparation for faithful discipleship?  Ex-

plain what each factor (A-C) might look like in your own experience. 

 

• Read Deuteronomy 5:31-33 together and look at the questions from Friday (9/17).  How does lacking 

work on the three points above contribute to the temptation to ‘water down’ our discipleship? 

 

3. Read sermon note #3.  Do you agree with this definition of faith?  If not, how would you define it?  If 

you do, what does that sort of commitment look like? 

• Read Luke 14:25-33 and discuss the questions from Thursday (9/16). 

 

Part 3.   Evaluating 

 

1. Challenge one another to list some of the challenges and brokenness we face in our time and place and 

share them next time you meet.  Be prepared to discuss ways God might be calling us to address those 

challenges. 

 

2.  Share prayer concerns and close in prayer together.   


