
Monday, May 23 Read Psalm 27 
This wonderful psalm of confidence in God’s sheltering 
presence hinges on v.4 promise a closeness with God.  
How is that closeness to be nurtured and what does it 
mean, for us, to “live in the house of the Lord?”  Why is 
this orientation necessary before we can do anything for 
or with God? ___________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
Read this prayer again as your own personal communica-
tion with God, thinking of specific ways it might be a reality 
for your daily life. 
 
Tuesday May 24  Read 1 Samuel 12:6-24 
Samuel recounts the cycle of Israel’s reliance, unfaithful-
ness and repentance through their history.  In all cases, at 
the point of need, God sent servants to save and further 
his people but reminds them that theirs is a reciprocal re-
lationship (v.14). Look closely at vv.20-24.  What does it 
mean to serve God faithfully with your whole heart and 
why is that important to our relationship with God? ______ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
What does that service look like for you in 2022? _______ 
______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, May 25  Read Matthew 9:35-38 
What observation does Jesus make here that prompts his call for laborers? _________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
The word “compassion” (v. 36) literally means “with passion” so where do you see the church passionate 
about our call to be out in the harvest? ______________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
In what ways is that passion kindled in you and how do you respond to it? __________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
If the passion is not there, why do you think that might be? ______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ Discuss this with God in prayer today. 

 

Sunday’s Sermon Notes  
 

Philippians 2:1-13                     May 22 2022 
 

1. Discipleship is about purposefully 

committing ourselves to grow more 

Christ-like daily. 

 

2. We advance towards that goal by 

…serving as an integral part of the 

ministry of the church. 

“Let each of you look not to your own interests 

but to the interests of others.” -Philippians 

2:4  

…sacrificing ourselves to the larger 

mission. 

“In humility regard others as better than your-

selves.” -Philippians 2:3  

…trusting God, (rather than our own 

abilities) to empower us. 
“It is God who is at work in you, enabling you 

both to will and to work for his good pleas-

ure.” -Philippians 2:13 

 

 



Thursday, May 26 Read Philippians 2:1-13 
Becoming ever more like Christ is the ultimate point of discipleship in this life and the unity among believers 
is built on being aligned with Jesus’ outlook, attitude and priorities. According to this passage, what are the 
characteristics of having a Christ-like mind? __________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does your service in the church help strengthen those characteristics in you? ___________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Friday, May 27 Read Hebrews 6:1-12 
There is a demand for growth and expanded ministry in this passage (go back and read 5:11-14 that leads 
to this section).  Why is such growth important to discipleship? ___________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Notice how the writer of Hebrews softens the edge a bit in vv.9-12 by reminding us that our attitude and 
earnest desire to serve and follow is what is most important.  How do you balance the two? ____________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Saturday, May 28 Read Matthew 20:20-28 
Like James and John (and the other disciples as well) we are eager for the benefits that come from being 
with Jesus but all too often we’d prefer to avoid the sacrifices that come with it. What does Jesus mean in 
his response in v.22 and how might that response apply in your own life? __________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
How do vv.26-28 help us keep our priorities in order? __________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does this attitude line up with the command in Philippians 2:5 from Thursday?  __________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 
Part I.__________      By Now You Should Be Teachers..._________________ _____ 
                            
1. Read Hebrews 5:11-6:12 Discuss the following with your group: 
• There is a demand for growth and expanded ministry in this passage.  Why is such growth important 

to discipleship?  
 
• Notice how the writer of Hebrews softens the edge a bit in vv.9-12 by reminding us that our attitude 

and earnest desire to serve and follow is what is most important.  How do you balance the two?  
 
2. Look at Sermon note #1 and discuss the following: 
• Why is “purposefully committing” to it so important for true discipleship and what does that sort of 

commitment look like in the church?  What does it look like for you? 
 
• Why do you think so many nominal Christians are limited in their commitment? What would change 

that? 
 
 

Part II.                    Moving Towards the Goal            ____________________________ 
 
1. Read Philippians 2:1-13 and discuss the following: 
• Becoming ever more like Christ is the ultimate point of discipleship in this life and the unity among be-

lievers is built on being aligned with Jesus’ outlook, attitude and priorities. According to this passage, 
what are the characteristics of having a Christ-like mind? How does your service in the church help 
strengthen those characteristics in you?  

 
2. If we are called to commit to a growing, Christ-like discipleship, how do the following help us  
    get there? 
 
• Read Philippians 2:4.  How does serving as a vital part of a local church’s ministry focus us on the 

needs of others?  Why is that important? 
 
• Read Philippians 2:3.  Why is humility such an important part of growing into the image of Christ?  

What sorts of things do we need to be willing to sacrifice and why? 
 
• Read Philippians 2:13.  How is our hesitation to fully commit to discipleship (and it’s necessary sacri-

fices) a reflection of a lack of trust in God?  What are some ways God can help us grow both in trust 
and a more committed discipleship? 

 
 
Share prayer concerns with the group and some ways your group can strengthen 
one another’s prayer life.   
 

 

 


