
 

Monday, May 16 Read Psalm 37:1-8;39-40 
Following God more closely begins not with what we do or 
what we can do but with a determination to trust God first 
and then act.  How does a deep trust empower us to live 
out our discipleship and the call to love and serve our 
neighbors? _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
How does a lack of trust weaken our faithfulness? 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
What does it look like for you to trust God more and to 
“wait patiently for the Lord (v.7)?” ___________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday May 17  Read Exodus 35:10; 20-29 
In the midst of this long list of items made and services rendered is a joyous sense of the People of God in-
vesting themselves fully in the work of God.  What is the common thread linking their actions in vv.21,22,26 
and 29? _______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does this say about what drives us as a church and you as an individual disciple to offer gifts and tal-
ents to the work of the church? _____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
In prayer today, reflect on both your own motivations, hesitations and passions as regards your discipleship. 
 

Wednesday, May 18  Read Matthew 5:1-16 
Many of the blessings listed in vv.3-11 are often thought of as aspects of weakness or lack.  Why does Je-
sus want us to understand them as gifts and strengths for our faith? _______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
In what ways (be as specific as possible) do these blessings make us into the light and salt described in 
vv.13-16?  Another way to ask it is to ask “in what specific ways are you being blessed so as to be a bless-
ing to others and to God’s Kingdom?” _______________________________________________________ 

 

Sunday’s Sermon Notes  
 

1 Peter 4: 7-11                           May 15, 2022 
 
1. We all invest the best of ourselves in 
something…all too often it’s not God! 
 
 
2. Our talents and gifts are given expressly 
for the purpose of honoring God by … 
 

A. …teaching us to trust God more. 

 

B. …pointing people towards God. 

 

C. …building and strengthening His 

Family. 

 

 

 



_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Discuss this with God in prayer today. 
 
 

Thursday, May 19 Read 1 Peter 4:7-11 
Most of us try to be polite and to avoid causing harm, which is well and good, but look closely at v.10. As 
we live into the reality that Christ may come at any time, we are to be active in making the most of our gifts, 
not simply passive and polite!  How does really using our gifts teach us to grow in trusting God?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does this focus strengthen our church family? ____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Friday, May 20 Read Romans 12:1-10 
Whenever we become part of a society, group or team there must always be an element of self-sacrifice as 
we subject ourselves to the team’s larger, shared purpose.  According to this passage, what are some of 
the sacrifices we must make as part of the Body of Christ? ______________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why are they important to our larger mission? ________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
How is using our gifts a part of that sacrifice and how might withholding them be a detriment to the whole?   
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
What God-given gift (or gifts) are you currently offering up to the church? ___________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Saturday, May 21 Read Ephesians 4:1-16 
Note the combined themes of unity, love, gifts and service in this passage.  List some ways these four at-
tributes and actions work together inseparably to strengthen the church as a whole as well as each of indi-
vidually. Why are we so susceptible to being distracted from these purposes (v.14)? __________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does that tell us about ourselves and how can we counter this tendency? ______________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 
Part I.__________      When Their Hearts Were Moved__________________________ 
                            
1. Read Exodus 35:10; 20-29 
• In the midst of this long list of items made and services rendered is a joyous sense of the People of 

God investing themselves fully in the work of God.  What is the common thread linking their actions in 
vv.21,22,26 and 29?  

 
• What does this say about what drives us as a church and you as an individual disciple to offer gifts 

and talents to the work of the church?   
 
2. Read 1 Peter 4:7-11  Share: “Most of us try to be polite and to avoid causing harm, which is well and 
good, but look closely at v.10. As we live into the reality that Christ may come at any time, we are to be 
active in making the most of our gifts, not simply passive and polite!”  Discuss the following with your 
group using as many specific examples as possible: 
• How does really using our gifts teach us to grow in trusting God?  
• How does this focus strengthen our church family?  
 
3. Read Sermon note #1 and discuss the following: 
• How did the Israelites (in the Exodus reading) invest themselves in God?  How does Peter expect the 

church to do the same thing? 
• What are some of the “other things” the Israelites invested themselves in in their history and why?  

What “other things” draw our energy and talents today? 
 

Part II.                    Embracing God Through Prayer____________________________ 
 
1. Read Romans 12:1-10 Share: “Whenever we become part of a society, group or team there must 

always be an element of self-sacrifice as we subject ourselves to the team’s larger, shared purpose.”   
 
• According to this passage, what are some of the sacrifices we must make as part of the Body of 

Christ? Why are they important to our larger mission? What makes offering these sacrifices difficult 
for us today? 

 
• How is using our gifts a part of that sacrifice and how might withholding them be a detriment to the 

whole?   

 
 
Share prayer concerns with the group and some ways your group can strengthen 
one another’s prayer life.   
 

 

 


