
Monday, May 9 Read Psalm 133 
Living in harmony in community is not always easy, as the 
Israelites often experienced.  What might v.3 suggest as 
the route to unity and the role God plays in it? _________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
In our modern society we can often isolate ourselves from 
the difficulties of finding common ground.  What might the 
psalmist say to that modern reality?  Why? ____________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
 
Tuesday May 10  Read Leviticus 19:13-18 & Ecclesias-
tes 4:9-12 
Leviticus 19:18 is quoted by Jesus as one of the greatest 
commands of God (Matthew 22:39). Note how it follows 
clear guidelines for how to live peaceably and productively 
in community.  The Ecclesiastes passage is an ancient 

reminder that we are not created to walk through this life solo!  What does this tell us about God and what 
God desires? __________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does it tell us about humanity and our priorities and desires? ________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Wednesday, May 11  Read Matthew 18:10-22 
Most of us are familiar with v.20, but what do these words mean in the context of the rest of the reading 
around it? _____________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________  
What does all of this say about the spiritual importance of working together, shared service as the church 
and our witness to those outside the church? _________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
What sacrifices are called for if we are to take seriously the Christian call to be the Body of Christ? 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Sunday’s Sermon Notes  
 

 Acts 2:41-47                                May 8, 2022 

 

“Virtual Reality Isn’t                                     
Virtuous or Real!” 

 
1.Christian life must be lived through a con-

nection to the larger fellowship. 
 
 

2. We can invest ourselves more deeply in 
that fellowship by: 

A. …proactively knowing our      

brothers and sisters better. 

B. …contributing our gifts regularly 

C. …inviting others to be a part. 

 

 

 



Thursday, May 12 Read Acts 2:43-47 
There are often disputes over how precisely this passage should serve as a template for modern Christian 
life but that usually comes down to the details.  There is no denying that the church then, and today, is 
called to share in life together and that life is modeled around worship, prayer, fellowship and shared ser-
vice.  To what extent does this reflect your Christian experience? _________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why did the early church receive such a good response from the surrounding community? _____________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does this suggest about our own impact on the community? ________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Friday, May 13 Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 
Being a part of the church is about investing ourselves-our time and talents- deeply into the community of 
faith. Note how vv.12-24 reminds us that every single one of us is vital in God’s eyes.  Given the scriptures 
read this week so far, why is it so important to care for the “least respectable” among us (v.23)? _________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does this tell us about our ministry as Christian disciples? __________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does this remind us about God and how we represent God to the world around us? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Saturday, May 14 Read Hebrews 10:19-25 
The word translated as “provoke” or “spur” in v.24 comes from the Greek root meaning “to sharpen or im-
prove.” According to this passage, what drives us to want to improve ourselves and others in our fellow-
ship?  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Notice how v.25 reminds us we cannot improve, encourage or provoke such improvement unless we are 
regularly together.  How does your church experience provoke you to grow in discipleship and how are you 
provoking such growth in others? __________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 
Part I.__________      To Be The Body of Christ         __________________________ 
                            
1. Read Psalm 133 aloud.  Share: “Living in harmony in community is not always easy, as the Israelites 
often experienced.”  Discuss the following with your group-   
• What might v.3 suggest as the route to unity and the role God plays in it?  
• In our modern society we can often isolate ourselves from the difficulties of finding common ground.  

What might the psalmist say to that modern reality?  Why?  
 
2. Read Matthew 18:10-22 aloud and discuss the following with your group: 
• Most of us are familiar with v.20, but what do these words mean in the context of the rest of the read-

ing around it? What does all of this say about the spiritual importance of working together, shared 
service as the church and our witness to those outside the church?  

• What sacrifices are called for if we are to take seriously the Christian call to be the Body of Christ? 
Share some specific examples relevant to your groups Christian experience. 

 
3. Look at Sermon Note #1.  Discuss: How important is the shared experience of the church  
    community for our individual faith?  Is being an active member of the church an essential part of faith?     
    Why or why not? 
 
 

Part II.                    Investing Ourselves in God’s Family________________________ 
 
1. Read Acts 2:43-47 aloud.  Share: “There are often disputes over how precisely this passage should 
serve as a template for modern Christian life but that usually comes down to the details.  There is no 
denying that the church then, and today, is called to share in life together and that life is modeled around 
worship, prayer, fellowship and shared service.”  Discuss the following:  
• To what extent does this reflect your Christian experience? Why did the early church receive such a 

good response from the surrounding community?  
• What does this suggest about our own impact on the community?  
 
2. Look at Sermon Note #2.  Discuss the following with your group with as many specific  
    examples as possible. 
• What would it look like for you to more proactively get to know your church family better?  

What specific steps can you take? 
 
• What does sharing gifts regularly look like? 
 
• How can we expand how we invite others to be a part? 
 

 
Share prayer concerns with the group and some ways your group can strengthen 
one another’s prayer life.   
 

 

 


