
      

Week #4:“Ignoring the           

           Yellow Diamonds” 

      What Does Walking Humbly  

   Look Like? 

Daily Readings and Devotionals for November 18-23, 2019 

Monday, November 18 Read Psalm 138 

To be thankful is, in many respects, to recognize that you are in another’s debt.  Receiving gifts and blessings should 

make us appreciate the giver, in other words, should make us a bit more humble.  Why is such humility necessary if 

we are to truly know and worship God? ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why is humility essential to our understanding of God’s character? _______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, November 19 Read Isaiah 58:1-14 

The people of Israel who are here condemned would be shocked to learn that they are not so humble after all.   

Didn’t they wear sack cloth and ashes?  How are they lacking in humility and what does God truly desire here?   

______________________________________________________________________________________________

What does this tell us about our own goals, desires and priorities, especially in our own worship? _______________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, November 20 Read James 4:1-10 

Many of our worst clashes come when we cannot bend from having things our own way.  Is it more important to be 

“right” or to “win” or is it better to nurture relationships?  Why? _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pray over v. 6 especially and ask if there are places you need to be more humble.  Are you willing to put yourself in 

third place, following God and others?  Why or why not? ________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Thursday, November 21 Read Luke 18:9-17 

What was the Pharisee’s failing here? ________________________________________________________________ 

By what measure was he indeed better than the tax collector? ____________________________________________ 

In what ways was he worse? _______________________________________________________________________ 

In what ways are we often tempted and driven by the same forces that drove him? ___________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Based on this parable, what would you say should be the motivation behind doing justice, loving kindness and walk-

ing humbly with God? ____________________________________________________________________________ 

What does having the faith of a little child mean in this context?  How does your faith life communicate that truth? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday, November 22 Read Luke 14:1-14 

Remember Romans 12:3?  Why is this attitude, praised here in Jesus’ parable, so essential not just to our Christian 

walk, but to gracious and full living in itself? __________________________________________________________ 

Why is this attitude so essential in our offering to God, especially as we approach Advent? ____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does this story tell us about human nature and where have you experi-

enced this in your life? ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

Saturday, November 23 Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

The church at Corinth was torn apart by factions, each jockeying to prove 

they were the best.  How might a cultivated life of justice, kindness and hu-

mility served as a corrective to factionalism? __________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

As you read this, how is humility of primary importance if we are to practice 

justice and kindness? _____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Sermon Notes for: 

“Ignoring the                     
Yellow Diamonds” 
November 17, 2019 

Matthew 5:1-11 
 

1. Those who are “blessed” are the 
ones who look beyond them-
selves to others and to God’s  
Kingdom. 

 
 
 
2. Humbly seeking the other’s good     
    is the very model of Christ-like  
    perception. 
 
 
 



 

Part I: Sharing Our Experience of Christmas 

1. Read Isiah 58:1-14.  How might Isaiah’s critique of Israelite worship practices apply to our practices in the ob-

servance of Christmas?  How so?  What does this tell us about human attitudes of heart and mind and how is 

such an attitude at odds with the real purpose and meaning of Christmas? 

 

Part II.  How Do We “Love Kindness?” 

1. Read Micah 6:6-8 out loud then share the following with your group.  Sunday’s message suggested that the 

idea of “walking humbly with your God” should actually be first as it is the  only sure foundation for doing the 

other two.  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Look at your answers for the reading from Monday, 11/18 and 

share them with the group. 

 

2. Read Matthew 5:1-11.  These are known as the “Beatitudes” which is from the Latin word for blessing.                 

       Blessings are more than goodies God gives us but are really meant to be seen as confirmation of living in     

       right relationship.  How do these blessings in this passage reflect a deep, humble and trusting relationship  

       with God? 

 

Part III. Putting it All Into Practice 

1. The following three actions were suggested as concrete means of honoring Christ this Christmas.  With your 

group, look them over and discuss some specific ways and examples of how this might be done. 

• Spend- more time on others than you spend money 

 

• Decorate-less of the house and more of the lives around you with the real ornaments of Advent- hope, 
peace, joy and love. 

 

• Worship- make the things of God that really matter, really matter 

 

1. For you alone:  What are your plans for Spending, Decorating and Worshipping this year? 

 

 

 

Small Group Discussion Guide  

for Week #4 
 

November 18-24 


