
Weekly Readings and Devotionals for June 21-26 
  

 

Monday, June 21 Read Psalm 29 
So often we hesitate to commit fully to discipleship because it seems too big for our meager 
store of talent and energy.  Our need to manage and control is really a rejection of God and a 
lack of trust.  What picture do you have of God after reading this psalm? _______________________ 
________________________________________ What does this psalm say to your own doubts, fears 
and hesitations? ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Prayerfully consider how you might step more boldly into your Christian witness and service. 
 
 

Tuesday June 22  Read Malachi 3:1-12 
Most scholars and commentators place Malachi sometime in the late 6th century BC after the 
return to Jerusalem and the reconstruction of the temple, along with Ezra and Nehemiah.  It is 
a time of rediscovery and refocus as the people reestablish themselves and their relationship to 
God.  Are there similarities here that you see in our own post-Covid church experience? What 
are they?  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ What might be Malachi’s mes-
sage to us? _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Wednesday, June 23 Read Matthew 19:16-29 
Jesus’ questioner is looking for the way to get what he wants-eternal life- with a minimum of 
effort and input, and certainly not much sacrifice.  What does Christ’s response to him say 
about the true nature of worship and discipleship? _____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
In what ways do we seek the maximum spiritual return for the minimum investment of time, 
talent and resources? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Discuss this in light of your own discipleship with God in prayer today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Thursday, June 24  Read 1 John 3:18-24 
How does the apostle tie together faith and works, true devotion and dedication to discipleship 
as well as our Christian witness in this one passage? __________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does this say about the nature of being a Christian and about being, together, the 
church? _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Friday, June 25  Read Deuteronomy 8:1-20 
It’s so easy to withhold our commitment in times of uncertainty but we also do it in times of 
plenty, feeling we have somehow earned or deserved the blessings and that they are, in any 
event, ours to do with as we please.  What does God say to those notions in this passage? _____ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
How were these same attitudes addressed by Malachi as well and where do we see them mani-
fested in our world today? _____________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
In our church? _________________________________________________________________________________ 
In yourself? ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Saturday, June 26 Read Mark 8:34-38 
When Jesus talks about saving our lives (v.35ff), he is 
referring to our tendency to put our effort and energy 
into maintaining our earthly life, possessions and pri-
orities.  With that in mind, re-read the passage. What 
in your day-to-day life and in your Christian service 
and witness, does it mean to take up your cross?  List 
some specific examples or evidence of that cross-
bearing. _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________    
Discuss it with God in prayer today. 
 

 

 

Sermon Notes from Sunday, June 20,  2021 

“All or Nothing” 
Malachi 3:6-12 (NRSV) 

 

1.  God’s devotion to us is as un-

changing as it is boundless. 

 

 

2. To give anything less than our 

full selves is both insulting and 

blasphemous! 



 

Small Group Guide for June 27, 2021   

from “All or Nothing!” 
 

Note:  Depending on the time you have, your group may only get through two or three of the following 

discussion questions. For this week though, be sure to do at least questions 1 & 3.   Don’t try to get to all 

of them!  It’s better to dig deeper into one or two than breeze quickly through all five. 

 

1. Read Malachi 3:6-12 aloud.  With your group, discuss the questions from Tuesday’s devotion.  What 

insights did your group discover?  How might Malachi speak to Cordele First today?  What might 

he say to your group? 

 

2. Read Matthew 19:16-29 and discuss the questions from Wednesday’s devotional with your group.   

     It has been argued that the young man’s question in this story is still the most common question  

     asked by church attenders as well as those who do not participate.  Why might this be and why do  

     most people similarly dislike Jesus’ answer?  What does this say about how we understand what  

     being a disciple is all about? 

 

3.   Look over last Sunday’s sermon notes on the previous page.  Does our way of serving reflect a real  

     trust in God’s devotion and powerful presence?  Why or why not?  List some concrete ways such  

     confidence would be shown.  Look at note #2.  Is it too much to say that giving less than our very  

     best is blasphemous?  Why or why not?  If we agree with the statement, what are some ways we  

     could help communicate the seriousness of our Christian commitment to the rest of the church  

     family? 

 

4. Read Deuteronomy 8:1-20 and discuss the questions from Friday’s devotional with your group. 

 

 

Close by sharing prayer concerns and covenanting together to pray for each other during the week. 

 

 

        Small Group Discussion Guide 


