
Weekly Readings and Devotionals for June 14-19 
  

 

Monday, June 14 Read Psalm 18:1-19 
This is a psalm of deliverance but, more than that, it is a psalm of trust that God is at work in our lives 
according to God’s purposes.  Think of challenges and difficulties you have faced or are facing.  How 
has God both comforted and delivered you? ____________________________________________________ 
Can such an experience alter the way you live and how you might face future difficulties?  Why or why 
not? ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Tuesday June 15  Read Amos 7:7-8;8:4-6;5:14-15 
The plumb line is symbolic of both building (as a guide for building straight) and of destruction, when 
it serves as a means for seeing things that are flawed, out of alignment and unable to stand properly. 
What plumb line do the passages from Chapter 8 & Chapter 5 call us to align ourselves with in our 
ministry and fellowship? _____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What are some of the other ‘lines,’ that this flawed and fallen world often calls us to measure our-
selves against? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Wednesday, June 16 Read Matthew 5:1-16 
We are all familiar with the words of the Beatitudes here but note that woven through them is a coun-
ter cultural way of understanding the world.  God’s call is to a life of humility, trust, selflessness and 
care, attitudes the secular world rarely values! What are some of the ways we are called as a church to 
communicate these standards? ________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What are some ways God has equipped you personally to do so?  Why? ___________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 Thursday, June 17  Read Romans 12:1-21 
Reflect on your readings and answers from yesterday’s devotion.  What specifics is Paul prescribing in 
order to live Christ-like lives? _________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What might doing some of these things look like in your day to day life?  Be as specific as possible.   
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Where are some areas where you stand in need of God’s power and strength? ______________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Discuss this with God today in prayer. 
 
 

Friday, June 18  Read James 3:13-18 
How we live is not a requirement in order to gain God’s love, but rather a public testimony to our de-
votion and connection to God and God’s will. As you read this reflect on what your public testimony to 
faith is as relates to how you serve, treat others and share Christ.  Reflect closely on vv.17-18.  What 
do they say to you and your discipleship today? _________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Saturday, June 19 Read Psalm 118 
The first verse sets the tone of this psalm and ought to serve as a ‘plumb line’ for our own discipleship.  
The truth of this statement allows the psalmist to proclaim God to the world around him and it should 
also drive and empower us.  How is this passage (and indeed the whole psalm) relevant to your life?   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does your relationship with God and knowledge of 
Him empower you to grow in service and fellowship?  
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
If it doesn’t, of if you sense you are not growing, why do 
you think this might be so? ___________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
 

Sermon Notes from Sunday, June 13,  2021 

“There Was a Crooked Man” 
Amos 7:7-8;8:4-6;5:14-15  (NRSV) 

 
1. The quality of our lives is determined 

by how we align with God’s purposes for 

us. 

 

 

2. Ultimately, what matters most is how we 

treat the people God loves all around us. 

 

 

3. Our energy is to be directed towards 

what God deems ‘good’. 



 

Small Group Guide for June 20, 2021   

from “There Was a Crooked Man” 
 

Note:  Depending on the time you have, your group may only get through two or three of the following 

discussion questions. Don’t try to get to all of them!  It’s better to dig deeper into one or two than breeze 

quickly through all five. 

 

1. Read Matthew 5:1-6 aloud.  With your group, discuss the questions from Wednesday’s devotion.  

What insights did your group discover?  How might we see the Beatitudes (the traditional name for 

these blessings in this passage) more as a way to see and understand our daily lives (a lens on liv-

ing, if you will) as opposed to a call to be more meek? 

 

2. Read Matthew 19:16-29 and discuss the questions from Wednesday’s devotional with your group.   

     It has been argued that the young man’s question in this story is still the most common question  

     asked by church attenders as well as those who do not participate.  Why might this be and why do  

     most people similarly dislike Jesus’ answer?  What does this say about how we understand what  

     being a disciple is all about? 

 

3. Look over last Sunday’s sermon notes on the previous page.   

• Read Amos 7:7-8 then read Sermon note #1.   What are some of the ‘plumb line’ or standards that 

we are constantly tempted and pushed to align ourselves with.  How might an understanding of 

this passage sum up the reason for the existence of the church in the first place? 

 

• Read Amos 8:4-6 the read Sermon note #2. Do you agree with the statement in the note? Why or 

why not?  Give some examples from the life and ministry of Jesus that might support such a state-

ment. 

 

• Read Amos 5:14-15 then read Sermon note #3.  Within your group, try to come up with an agreed-

upon definition of the word ‘good.’  By what standrards do we declare things, activities and people 

to be ‘good.’  What might Amos say? 

 

4. Read James 3:13-18 and discuss the questions from Friday’s devotional with your group. 

 

 

Close by sharing prayer concerns and covenanting together to pray for each other during the week. 

 

 

        Small Group Discussion Guide 


