
Weekly Readings and Devotionals for June 7-12 
  

 

Monday, June 7 Read Psalm 84 
Faith is not something we do among many other activities.  It defines us, gives us meaning and pur-
pose and determines our values and priorities.  Reflect on the ways your own discipleship, experi-
enced through prayer, study, worship, fellowship, service and witness, has shaped who you are today? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
How would you be different without it? ________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Give thanks and discuss this with God in prayer today. 
 
 

Tuesday June 8  Read Jeremiah 20:7-9 
The inevitability and unavoidability of God’s Will is a theme throughout the story of Jeremiah and not 
always a joyful one.  Sometimes we have twisted the loving grace of God into the idea that God serves 
at our pleasure or that we can take or leave Him as suits us.  Ultimately the “burning fire” of God must 
win out.  How is your faith experience similar to Jeremiah’s? _____________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How is it different? __________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why? ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Wednesday, June 9 Read John 14:11-31 
Note here how the power and assurance, indeed the very presence of God’s Spirit, are wrapped up in 
keeping God’s commandments and practicing sacrificial love. Why is the way we immerse ourselves 
in God’s call and God’s way so essential to our discipleship? _____________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does the way we keep his commandments both shape us and illustrate our love for God as well 
as each other? _______________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 Thursday, June 10  Read Acts 4:1-21 
After reading this passage, go back and look closely at v.19.  How might Peter’s statement here be the 
ultimate response of a disciple to the challenges of the secular world? _____________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What are some challenges (or just temptations that diminish your commitment) to your own witness 
that you face today? _________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ How can you 



 

incorporate Peter’s statement into your own life and what can strengthen that stance? _______________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Friday, June 11  Read 1 John 4:13-21 
We use the term ‘love’ a great deal in the Christian church, but we can never forget that love is not 
simply an emotion but rather a connection to the very nature of God.  As John reminds us, we cannot 
truly love unless we are connected to God. What are some of the ways you connect more deeply to 
God that have impacted how you reach out, love and serve others? ________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does that deeper connection strengthen, encourage and empower you? _______________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Saturday, June 12 Read Romans 8:12-31 
As we’ve seen, doing God’s will is no guarantee that our lives will be easy or comfortable, often quite 
the contrary!  Yet our challenging moments are to be seen as opportunities both for the Spirit of God to 
be at work as well as confirmation to us of God’s abiding presence.  Look closely at v.28.  If it is not 
saying things will always be pleasant, what is it saying? __________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How should we understand times of trial and challenge? 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

Sermon Notes from Sunday, June 6,  2021 

“A Crowning Fire” 
Jeremiah 20:7-9  (NRSV) 

 
 
1. The work of God’s Kingdom cannot be 

controlled or even defined by our desires, 

willingness or abilities. 

 

 

2.  The closer we get to God the more we 

want to be a part of His work in the world. 



 

Small Group Guide for June 13, 2021   

from “A Crowning Fire” 
 

Note:  Depending on the time you have, your group may only get through two or three of the following 

discussion questions. Don’t try to get to all of them!  It’s better to dig deeper into one or two than breeze 

quickly through all five. 

 

1. Read Jeremiah 20:7-8 aloud.  With your group, discuss the questions from Tuesday’s devotion.  

What insights did your group discover?  What does this passage say about serving God even when 

we don’t particularly want to or enjoy that service?  How might that be important to think about for 

modern church members? 

 

2. Read Acts 4:1-21 and discuss the questions from Wednesday’s devotional with your group.   

     With your group, explore how similar Peter’s statement of faith and dedication parallels the under 

     standing of such dedication among your group. What does this say about how we understand what  

     being a disciple is all about? 

 

3. Look over last Sunday’s sermon notes on the previous page.  What are some ways (and try for  

     specific examples) we try to control God’s call in our lives to suit our own priorities and purposes?   

     Look at note #2.  Has this been true in the experiences of the members of your group?  Why or why  

     not?  

      

4. Read 1 John 4:13-21 and discuss the questions from Friday’s devotional with your group.  Was there  

     any part of the passage that stood out particularly to you?  Why do you think that is? 

 

 

Close by sharing prayer concerns and covenanting together to pray for each other during the week. 

 

 

        Small Group Discussion Guide 


