
Monday, August 29 Read Psalm 1:1-6 
Reflect on the imagery of the tree planted by streams of water.  What is the psalmist saying 

about our lives? _____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the sorts of things people are often “planted” in and what are the results? __________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are you planted in, or, what are the primary influences on your decisions, priorities and 

goals? ______________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Discuss this with God in prayer today. 

 

Tuesday, August 30 Read Jeremiah 6:10-16 
Jeremiah’s prophecy is concerned with how separated and disinterested the people of Israel 

have become in following God, yet there are some un-

comfortable parallels with our own time.  They have for-

gotten their call to be a blessing to the nations and have 

instead pursued their own interests.  How does the same 

temptation call to us today and how does our digital 

world often make that easier to do? _________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, August 31 Read Matthew 12:33-37 
How we live shows rather clearly what we are deeply 

connected to.  Our on-line experiences often lull us into 

thinking they are private and harmless but often it is like 

being planted in unhealthy soil.  What fruit do you see 

being borne around you? ____________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

What fruit is your life bearing and why? _______________ 

__________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon notes from August 28 

“The 858 Friend I Never Met” 
1. As disciples we cannot close our-

selves off from the world around us…

even as it becomes easier to do so! 

 

2. We must use technology to         

creatively expand and deepen our 

connections by… 

      

    A. …using the internet as a spring

 board for real, face-to-face  

 experiences. (James 2:14-16) 

 

    B.  …thinking of our devices as our 

 pulpit. (Mark 7:15) 
 

 

Lesson #4:  
 

“The 858 
Friends I’ve 
        Never Met!” 



Thursday, September 1 Read Philippians 2:1-2 & 11-18 
.There are many who see faith as a private act, something just between an individual and God.  

How does this passage, particularly v.15, contradict that notion? ___________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some of the ways our on-line activities actually put a barrier between ourselves and 

the world? __________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How can we counter act this? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, September 2 Read James 2:14-26 
We used the term “virtue signaling” last week.  In light of this passage, how does our on-line 

life style make it easy to put on a show of religion while effectively doing nothing at all?  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some ways to counter this tendency? __________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday, September 3 Read 1 Timothy 4:11-16 
Note that the things Paul charges Timothy with cannot be done effectively at a distance.  They 

require involvement and interaction with people.  What are some ways we can more effectively 

interact on-line and what are some ways we are better served doing this face to face? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 
 

 

Lesson #4:  
    “The  858 Friends I’ve Never Met!” 



 
 
 

 

Deeply Rooted 
1.  Read Jeremiah 6:10-16 Share: “Jeremiah’s prophecy is concerned with how separated and 

disinterested the people of Israel have become in following God, yet there are some uncomfort-

able parallels with our own time.  They have forgotten their call to be a blessing to the nations 

and have instead pursued their own interests. “ Discuss the following: 

•  How does the same temptation call to us today and how does our digital world often make 

that easier to do?  

 

2.  Read Psalm 1:1-6 and reflect on the imagery of the tree planted by streams of water.  Dis-

cuss the following: 

• What is the psalmist saying about our lives? What are the sorts of things people are often 

“planted” in and what are the results?  

• What are you planted in, or, what are the primary influences on your decisions, priorities and 

goals?  

 

More Than Mere Words 
1.  Read Philippians 2:1-2 & 11-18 Share: “There are many who see faith as a private act, 

something just between an individual and God.  How does this passage, particularly v.15, con-

tradict that notion?”  Discuss the following in light of Sermon note #1: 

•  What are some of the ways our on-line activities actually put a barrier between ourselves 

and the world?  

• How can we counter act this?  

• Look at Sermon note #2.  How can we more effectively use the technology of our time to be 

evangelists? 

 

2.  Read Matthew 12:33-37 and share: “How we live shows rather clearly what we are deeply 

connected to.  Our on-line experiences often lull us into thinking they are private and harmless 

but often it is like being planted in unhealthy soil. “ Discuss the following:  

• What fruit do you see being borne around you?  

• What fruit is your life bearing and why?  

 

Taking it With You (Bringing it all together): 
In light of all we’ve looked at today, are there some habits or activities you need to change? How 
might that be accomplished? 

Lesson #4:  
    “The  858 Friends I’ve Never Met!” 


