
Monday, August 22 Read Psalm 133 
The flow of oil here is an ancient sign of lavish abundance and generosity (see also John 12:1-

8).  Obviously God desires us to live in harmony but what does this abundance imagery tell us 

about the ways God calls us to live and share together? __________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

What, in our relationships, please God the most? _________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, August 23 Read Proverbs 31:8-9 
The proverbs cover a wide range of topics and advice, but they are always about the practical 

ways we live as opposed to what we simply think and feel.  In a culture in which we are able, 

more than ever before, to withdraw from societal interaction, how do you think the writer of this 

proverb would respond to modern people? Why? 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, August 24 Read Matthew 5:21-26 
Think about the psalm and the proverb you read earlier 

this week.  How is Jesus here following the same process 

of thought and action? _____________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

If you only had the verses from the last three days to go 

by, what would this tell you about the nature of God and 

what God expects? ________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

How well do we live into that and why is this so chal-

lenging?__________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon notes from August 21 

“The Text Made Flesh” 

 

1. Christianity is about relation-

ships not merely surface contact. 

 

2. Relationships in the digital age 

are strengthened by… 

A. …less on-line experiences 

and more real personal en-

gagement. 

B. …extending and receiving 

both grace and for-

giveness. 

C. …participating together in 

ministry. 
 

 

Lesson #3:  
 

“The Text Made     
 Flesh” 



Thursday, August 25 Read Hebrews 10:24-25 & 13:1-8 
A common thread in these verses is a life lived as an outpouring rather than one lived in pursuit 

of gain.  How is the life of the Christian (what John Wesley called “scriptural holiness”) often at 

odds with the norms and trends of the world around us (give some specific examples)? _______ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some ways we as the church often compromise in living this sort of life and why?  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Discuss your own struggle in this area with God in prayer today. 

 

Friday, August 26 Read 1 Peter 4:7-11 
Note the verbs “maintain,” “be,” “serve,” and “speak.”  What does the use of these verbs tell 

you about the nature of discipleship? ___________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How can we use the communications of our times to more effectively live into the intent of this 

passage? ___________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How are you a part of that sort of outreach? ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday, August 27 Read Romans 12:9-21 
You’ve probably read this passage many times, but note that it does not tell us merely to avoid 

being mean or cruel.  Rather it is a charge to love proactively, to be an active agent of God’s 

outreaching grace.  Note how many times Paul uses the word “with.”  How are you being called 

to be with those around?  Give specific examples. ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lesson #3:  
    “The Text Made Flesh” 



 
 
 

 

 

How Pleasant It Is! 
1. Read Psalm 133 Share: “The flow of oil here is an ancient sign of lavish abundance and gen-

erosity (see also John 12:1-8). “  Discuss the following: 

•  Obviously God desires us to live in harmony but what does this abundance imagery tell us 

about the ways God calls us to live and share together?  

• What, in our relationships, please God the most? Why? 

 

2. Read 1 Peter 4:7-11 Note the verbs “maintain,” “be,” “serve,” and “speak.” Discuss with your 

group: 

•  What does the use of these verbs tell you about the nature of discipleship?  

• How can we use the communications of our times to more effectively live into the intent of 

this passage? How are you a part of that sort of outreach?  

• Look at Sermon note #1.  In light of this passage from Peter, is this statement true?  Why or 

why not?  Do you think most who call themselves Christians understand this? 

 

More Than Mere Words 
1. Read Hebrews 10:24-25 & 13:1-8 Share: “A common thread in these verses is a life lived as 

an outpouring rather than one lived in pursuit of gain.” Discuss: 

•   How is the life of the Christian (what John Wesley called “scriptural holiness”) often at 

odds with the norms and trends of the world around us (give some specific examples)?  

• What are some ways we as the church often compromise in living this sort of life and why?  

• Look at Sermon Note #2A-C.  How might each of these points be seen as a way of strength-

ening relationships and focusing on outpouring rather than gain?  Why is this important for 

us today? 

 

2. Read Romans 12:9-21  Share: ”You’ve probably read this passage many times, but note that 

it does not tell us merely to avoid being mean or cruel.  Rather it is a charge to love proactively, 

to be an active agent of God’s outreaching grace.  Note how many times Paul uses the word 

‘with.’” 

•  How are you being called to be with those around?  Give specific examples.  

 

 
Taking it With You (Bringing it all together): 
1. In light of all we’ve looked at today, are there some habits or activities you need to change? 

Lesson #3:  
    “The Text Made Flesh” 


