
Daily Devotional Readings 

May 17-22,2021 

The Disciplines of Service & Generosity 

Monday, May 17 Read Psalm 37 
From the first God charges His people to live differently from the rest of the world, to live holy.  A massive 
part of that is to live recognizing we are recipients of a great grace and to therefore share what we have with 
other in emulation of our generous God. That’s not always easy, of course, but notice how many times the 
psalmist calls us to trust in the Lord.  How is such trust an engine for generosity and willing service? ________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How is that trust evidenced in your life? ________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday May 18  Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19 
Often we are not generous or are stingy in our service because we reserve our resources for ourselves and 
for controlling our own lives.  What do vv.18-19 mean to you? ______________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What would living into these look like in your daily life?  Give a few examples. _________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What do you think Paul means by living “life that really is life?” _____________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, May 19 Read Matthew 25:31-41 
This passage is often seen as frightening because of the judgement aspect of its message.  Yet at its heart it is 
a call to see the world through Jesus’ eyes, through the yes of a loving, gracious and sacrificial savior.  Notice 
that the neither the ‘sheep’ nor the ‘goats’ are aware of what they have done…their actions simply grow out 
of who they are.  What does this say about our practice of discipleship? ______________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why is it important to see the practice of generosity and service as a spiritual discipline? _________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Thursday, May 20  Read Colossians 3:15-17; 23-
24 

Reflect on yesterday’s reading about having served Christ 
(or not!) unawares.  Why does today’s passage call us to 
“do everything in the name of the Lord?” _____________ 
_______________________________________________ 
With what mind-set and heart-attitude are we to see the 
world and go about our daily tasks?  Why? ____________ 
_______________________________________________ 
How does v.23 shape your understanding of this call? ___ 
_______________________________________________ 
 

Friday, May 21  Read Luke 6:37-38 & Matthew 
6:19-21 
In what ways are these two verses sharing the same mes-
sage? __________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
What are some of the ‘treasures’ we are tempted to store 
up and why do these often cause us to lose our zeal to be 
disciples? _______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
Notice that the way we practice our faith comes back to us 
and shapes us further, a theological reiteration of the say-
ing “you get out of it what you put into it.”  Has that dy-

namic been a reality in your faith life?  Why or why not? ___________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, May 22 Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 & 1 Peter 4:8-11 
 Serving others and being generous with what we have can be seen as concrete ways to express the grace, 
love and confidence we have received from Jesus.  Conversely, what does being stingy and hesitant say about 
our relationship with God?  Why? _____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What are some concrete steps you can take to expand your service and increase your generosity?  Discuss 
this with God in prayer today. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Sermon notes from  

Sunday, May 16, 2021 

“A Suspiciously Clean Jersey” 

Colossians 3:15-17;23-24 (CEV)  

 

1. Living generously is an act of worship that 

declares… 

 A. …the extent of our trust in God. 

 B. …what we truly value. 

 C. …the reality of Christ in our hearts. 

 

2. True lives of service & generosity… 

 A. …go beyond where we are  

        comfortable. 

 B. …cause us to see from a more Christ-

      like vantage point. 

 C. …change us. 

Daily Devotionals , continued 



Part 1:   Initial Reflections 

Begin by reading aloud 1 Timothy 6:17-19 and discuss the questions from Tuesday, May 18. 

 

Part 2:   Finding the Answers 

1. Look at these notes and themes  from Sunday’s sermon and discuss the following questions with your 

group: 

  Living generously is an act of worship that declares… 

• How do you understand the term “worship?”  Do you agree with the statement above?  Why or why 

not? 

   …the extent of our trust in God. 

• What acts of service and generosity exhibit qualities of trust in God?  If we are not generous what does 

that suggest about what we truly trust (believe?) in?  Can you share some examples? 

   …what we truly value. 

• In the sermon it was stated that “our true worship God is shown not by our names on a membership 

role but by our checkbook and our calendar.”  What do you think this means?  Do you agree? Why or 

why not? 

 

   …the reality of Christ in our hearts. 

• How does our service and generosity serve as witnesses to our real faith?  When might what we do and 

prioritize bear witness to some “false god?”  Give examples. 

  True lives of service & generosity… 

   …go beyond where we are comfortable. 

• Read the story of ananias and Saphira from Acts 5:1-11.  How might these two be thought of as want-

ing to “have their cake and eat it too?”  Where, specificically, do you see the quest for comfort and se-

curity diminishing our discipleship?  Give some examples. 

   …cause us to see from a more Christ- like vantage point. 

• What spiritual disciplines can help us view the world more through Christ’s eyes?  Why?  How can we 

help one another nurture such a perspective? 

   …change us. 

• Read Colossians 3:15-17; 23-24.   What actions and perspectives are we being called to here?  How 
might such perspectives effect a change in our lives and persons? 

 

   Making a Religious Activity Into a Spiritual Discipline 

Close today by reading Luke 6:37-38 & Matthew 6:19-21 aloud and ask the group to prayerfully reflect on 
what these mean to each of us personally.  Close in prayer. 

Small Group Study    for may 22 

 

Lesson six:  “a suspiciously clean jersey” 


