
Daily Devotional Readings 

April 26-May 1 
Monday, April 26 Read Psalm 119:1-24 & Deuteronomy 8:3 
According to the psalmist, how does studying the scriptures equate to growing closer to God?_____________ 
___________________________________________Why is this knowledge and relationship valuable to him?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does Deuteronomy 8:3 say the same thing?  Note that it is with that scripture that Jesus rebuked Satan’s 
temptations in the wilderness (Matthew 4:3-4). __________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday April 27  Read Ezra 7:1-10 & Joshua 1:1-9 
Ezra was tasked with rebuilding the Israelites after their exile in Babylon while Joshua (to whom Moses gives 
these instructions) was to start the People in their new life in the Promised Land.  What role does the scrip-
ture, the Holy Word of God, play in both of these challenging scenarios? ______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ Why is it so important? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  
What role does the Bible play in the challenges you face today? _____________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, April 28 Read Matthew 5:1-20 
Jesus is breathing new life into familiar texts, not changing them but calling people to reexamine and apply 
them to the daily dynamics of life.  Why is it important that the Law doesn’t change and what does it mean to 
fulfill that Law?  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ What does that tension between flex-
ible applications and unchanging Word mean for your own discipleship? ______________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 Thursday, April 29  Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

Re-read and reflect on vv.16-17.  Write out your own definition of what “teaching,” “reproof,” “correction” 
and “training in righteousness” looks like for you personally and how knowledge of the scripture aids in that. 
Be as specific and personal as possible. _________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Devotional Guides & 
Small Group Study 

Lesson Three-"Are The Answers 
in the back of the book? “ 



Friday, April 30  Read Acts 17:1-11  
The process of sharing the gospel was tumultuous and 
called for both confidence and courage.  Note how Paul 
relies on his knowledge of scripture as the basis for his 
presentation.  Of course some reject it but others, like the 
Bereans are inspired to examine and explore for them-
selves.  If we are to be the witnesses God calls us to be, 
how critical is a good, working knowledge of the Bible?  
Why? __________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
Note that we are not called to necessarily “win” the argu-
ment, only present a cogent witness.  How would you pre-
sent your faith to a non-believer today? _______________ 
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, May 1 Read Hebrews 4:12-13 
In context, this passage is about disciples hearing God’s 
call and faithfully responding to it no matter what. The 
phrase “word of God” is fascinating in that it simultane-
ously refers to God’s literal pronouncements (Psalm 95:8-
9), Christ himself (John 1:1) and the scriptures through 
which we often hear that voice.  Note how utterly trans-

formative (often uncomfortably!) that Word is!  What does this tell you about the importance of Bible study?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does it say about the state of your own scriptural disciplines? __________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

The Fundamental Challenge of Bible Study:  

Scripture is the foundation for discerning the will of God.  That said, it is not always so straight-forward and 
there are parts that are confusing, sometimes contradictory, comforting and challenging.  We actually come 
to know the Word being spoken to us through the dynamic wrestling match that occurs between our under-
standing and God’s loving desire to take us further than we think we can go.  Here are a few pointers to en-
rich your Bible experience: 
 
• Read from multiple translations and reflect on why the translators understood the text in that way and 

which speaks best to you...and why? (www.biblegateway.com is the easiest way to access nearly every 
translation) 

• Write down your thoughts, questions and revelations.  Ask how the passage is speaking directly to you. 
• Make a point of exploring passages unfamiliar or uncomfortable to you...don’t always read the same    

favorites over and over again! 

Sermon notes from  

Sunday, April 25,2021 

“Are The Answers in the                                  

Back of the Book?”  

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

 

1. The Scriptures are our primary way of both 

hearing God and applying God’s Word to 

our daily lives. 

 

2. Build on the five foundations for                  

    transformative Bible Study: 

     A. Make a plan 

     B. Engage in shared exploration 

     C. Study deep and wide 

     C. Have the right “heart posture.” 

Daily Devotionals , continued 



Part 1:   Initial Reflections 

Begin by asking your group to reflect on how they see their knowledge and understanding of the Bible.  

What do they enjoy most about Bible studies and where do they find it the most challenging? 

Part 2:   Finding the Answers 

1. Look at these notes and themes  from Sunday’s sermon and discuss the following questions with your 

group. 

 A. The Scriptures are our primary way of both hearing God and applying God’s Word to our daily 

       lives. 

• Read 1 Timothy 3:14-17 aloud to the group.  Discuss the following– why is it important that scriptures 

be the primary way to understand the Will of God? 

• In the sermon Sunday, it was suggested that we best come to an understanding of God’s word by wres-

tling with the difficulties, perceived contradictions and translations of the text.  Do you agree or disa-

gree?  Why or why not? 

 

 B. Build on the five foundations for transformative Bible Study: 

  1. Make a plan 

• Discuss the methods members of the group use to study the Scriptures and improve their understand-

ing.  What new insights were discovered? 

  2. Engage in shared exploration 

• Why is sharing in Bible study so important to our personal understanding of the Bible? 

  3. Study deep and wide 

• Why is the context of particular scripture passages so important?  Why must we try to understand pas-

sages in light of the entirety of the Bible?  Can you think of some specific examples of why this is im-

portant? 

  4. Have the right “heart posture.” 

• What motivates you to study the Bible?  What do you hope to gain from such a study and what would it 

take to reach that goal? 

  Making a Religious Activity Into a Spiritual Discipline 

• Close today by reading Acts 17:1-11 and discussing the questions from Friday, April 30.   

• What is your plan for growing more Biblically literate?  How much time and energy are you willing to 

put into that task? 

Small Group Study    for may 2 

 

Lesson Three:   “Are the Answers…” 


