
Discussion #2:  “Deus Volt...and Other Lies” 
    -Religion & Violence 

Weekly Devotions & Notes for 8/27-9/1 
 
Monday, August 26 Read Matthew 5:1-9 
Jesus and his disciples lived in a violent world.  What does 
this section tell us about Jesus’ attitude towards violence and 
conflict? _________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
For most of us, being international peacemakers is beyond 
our resources or abilities but how can we be effective peace-
makers in our daily lives? ____________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
In terms of discipleship and dependence on God, why does 
Jesus prize the values encapsulated here? _______________ 
________________________________________________ 
 
Tuesday August 27 Read Genesis 4:1-15 
Some argue that, in contrast to Jesus’ teaching, the Old Tes-
tament shows a God of violence. (Note: next week’s sermon 
and study guide will specifically address the Bible’s disturb-
ing passages.) In this ancient Hebrew story about the first murder, what is God’s response? 
______________________________________________________________ What attitude does 
God take toward violence even against Cain, the first murderer? __________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, August 28 Read 1 Peter 2:1-10 
As God’s people and as those touched by the Holy Spirit we are to be marked by a different set 
of values from those that define the rest of the world.  Why shouldn’t we expect the rest of the 
world to understand this? ________________________________________________________ 
How does living as that holy people affect the lives of those around us and, eventually, ever  
       larger circles? ______________________________________________________________ 
  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sermon Notes from  

August 25, 2019 

 

“Deus Volt...and Other Lies!” 

1. Religion is often used to excuse vio-

lence, but it is usually only one part of 

a mix of motivations. 

 

 

2. Morality without God is generally 

the morality of consensus. 

 

 

3. The church’s proper role is to hold peo-

ple and governments accountable to 

God’s standards. 



Thursday, August 29 Read Isaiah 11:1-9 
Do Isaiah’s powerful poetic images of God’s ideal world center around violence or peace?  
____________________________________________________________________________
To whom do the first two verses refer, and what did this have to do with bringing God’s prom-
ise to reality? _________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Friday, August 30 Read Romans 12:14-21 
The Apostle Paul sought to teach early Christians how the Christian life was meant to be lived. 
How does this passage speak to the relationship between religion and violence? ____________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
If religious people actually lived these words how would this affect our world? ____________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
How would they make an impact on the way you live your life and on those around you?  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Read the last verse again. Try using all of the verses you just read in prayer, asking God to help 
you to live them. 
 
 
 
Saturday, August 31 Read Matthew 5:38-40 
Jesus’ teaching with regard to enemies is well known, but not often lived. Let’s read and reflect 
upon it today. These are hard things to practice. How might one’s faith help them to practice 
these things? _________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Take the time to pray that God might help you to live the passages you have read today. Pray 
for your enemies or those who have wronged you, and for those who we might consider, as a 
nation, our enemies. 



Small Group Leader’s Discussion Guide 
 

Section 1:  Looking Through the Lens of Scripture 
1. Read Matthew 5:1-9  Share and discuss the following: 
• Jesus and his disciples lived in a violent world.  What does this section tell us about Jesus’ attitude towards 

violence and conflict?  
• For most of us, being international peacemakers is beyond our resources or abilities but how can we be ef-

fective peacemakers in our daily lives?  
• In terms of discipleship and dependence on God, why does Jesus prize the values encapsulated here?  
 
2. Read Romans 12:14-21 Share: “The Apostle Paul sought to teach early Christians how the Christian life 
was meant to be lived. “ Discuss the following with your group: 
• How does this passage speak to the relationship between religion and violence?  
• If religious people actually lived these words how would this affect our world?  
• How would they make an impact on the way you live your life and on those around you?  
 

 
Section 2: Applications 
1. Read Matthew 5:38-40  Share: “Jesus’ teaching with regard to enemies is well known, but not often lived. 

Let’s read and reflect upon it today. These are hard things to practice. “  Discuss:  
• How might one’s faith help them to practice these things? 
 
2. Read 1 Peter 2:1-10  Share: As God’s people and as those touched by the Holy Spirit we are to be marked 
by a different set of values from those that define the rest of the world.   
• Why shouldn’t we expect the rest of the world to understand this?   
• How does living as that holy people affect the lives of those around us and, eventually, ever larger circles?  
 
3. Look at these notes from last Sunday’s sermon.  Discuss the questions that follow. 
 
 A. Religion is often used to excuse violence, but it is usually only one part of a mix of motivations. 
"I think there is a logical path from religion to doing terrible things.... There's a logical path that says, if you really, really, really believe 
that your God, Allah, whoever it is, wants you to do something--and you'll go to heaven, you'll go to Paradise if you do it--then it's pos-

sible for an entirely logical, rational person to do hideous things “-Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion 
 
  * How do you respond to Dawkins’ claim that religion ‘logically’ leads to violence?  In what 
  ways might religion be used as a sort of moral patina for doing ‘terrible things?’  
 
 B. Morality without God is generally the morality of consensus. 
 
  * Can there be morality without an external higher Power?  Why or why not? 
 
 C. The church’s proper role is to hold people and governments accountable to God’s standards. 
 
  * What do you think is the church’s proper place and role in society, even “secular” society?  
     Why? 


