
Discussion #1:  “God in a Petri Dish” 
 

Weekly Devotions & Notes 
 

Monday, August 12 Read Psalm 8 
Read this psalm through slowly and savor its celebration of 
the wonder of God’s universe.  What does this tell us about 
God?  ___________________________________________ 
What does it tell us about humanity? __________________ 
____________________________________________ What 
does it say about our relationship with God? _____________ 
_________________________________________________ 
 
 

Tuesday August 13 Read 1 Peter 3:13-16 
We are all called to be witnesses to our faith and to the God 
we serve.  What guidelines does Peter offer here for how we 
do that? __________________________________________ 
Why is it important to do it this way? __________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
What does this say to how we in the church should deal with 
those who oppose or disagree with us?  Why? ____________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Wednesday, August 14 Read Genesis 1-2:25 
There are two complimentary versions of the creation in scripture, each focusing on certain as-
pects of the act and motivation for God’s creating activity.  Note how the first story illustrates a 
process of growth and development while the second focuses more on the relationship between 
God and His creation.  Why do you think there are two distinct stories here instead of one, ho-
mogenized blend of both? ________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Sermon Notes from  

August 11, 2019 

 

“God in a Petri Dish” 

1. Science is concerned with    

    the ‘how’ of existence while  

     religion is concerned with  

      the ‘why.’ 

 

 

2. Non-belief in God needs as  

    much faith as belief. 



Thursday, August 15 Read Psalm 104:1-35 
This psalm celebrates the immense complexity of creation, pronouncing all of it as under 
God’s rule and control.  Note that animals, plants and weather go about their existence as they 
were designed to do (that’s the “how”) but it is God who determines why and for what larger 
purpose they do them.  In what ways is God both ‘natural’ and ‘supernatural?’ _____________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Friday, August 16 Read Matthew 6:25-32 
As Jesus reminds us not to worry so much, He is also reminding us that God continues to hold 
the world in His hands and move things according to His purposes.  Knowing God does that or 
even how He does it doesn’t change that basic fact.  How might this be a source of comfort or 
confidence for you? ___________________________________________________________ 
How is this intellectually liberating? ______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Saturday, August 17 Read Hebrews 11:1-12:3 
What is faith?  We often define it as trust in things that are real, but which cannot always be 
proved or seen in a scientific way.  When it comes to God the decision must have an element 
of faith.  As you read these accounts of faith, what made these individuals step out in trust?   
___________________________________________________________________________
What is your trust and faith built upon? ___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To think about:  Some leading scientists reflect on the nature of God and the Universe- 
 
Arno Penzias (Nobel prize in physics): "Astronomy leads us to a unique event, a universe which was created out of nothing, one with 
the very delicate balance needed to provide exactly the conditions required to permit life, and one which has an underlying (one 
might say 'supernatural') plan."  
 
Tony Rothman (physicist): "When confronted with the order and beauty of the universe and the strange coincidences of nature, it's 
very tempting to take the leap of faith from science into religion. I am sure many physicists want to. I only wish they would admit 
it."  
 
Frank Tipler (Professor of Mathematical Physics): "When I began my career as a cosmologist some twenty years ago, I was a con-
vinced atheist. I never in my wildest dreams imagined that one day I would be writing a book purporting to show that the central 
claims of Judeo-Christian theology are in fact true, that these claims are straightforward deductions of the laws of physics as we now 
understand them. I have been forced into these conclusions by the inexorable logic of my own special branch of physics."  
 
Robert Jastrow (self-proclaimed agnostic): "For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the story ends like a 
bad dream. He has scaled the mountains of ignorance; he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final rock, 
he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for centuries."  



Small Group Leader’s Discussion Guide 
 

Section 1:  Looking Through the Lens of Scripture 
1. Have the group take turns reading verses of  Psalm 8.  Ask and discuss the following: 
• What does this tell us about God?   
• What does it tell us about humanity?  
• What does it say about our relationship with God?  

 
2. Have a group member read Genesis 1-2:4 then have another read Genesis 2:4-24.  Share: ‘There are 
two complimentary versions of the creation in scripture, each focusing on certain aspects of the act and moti-
vation for God’s creating activity.  Note how the first story illustrates a process of growth and development 
while the second focuses more on the relationship between God and His creation. ’ Discuss the following: 
•  Why do you think there are two distinct stories here instead of one, homogenized blend of both?  
 

Section 2: Applications 
1. Read Psalm 104:1-35 aloud.  Share: “This psalm celebrates the immense complexity of creation, pro-

nouncing all of it as under God’s rule and control.  Note that animals, plants and weather go about their 
existence as they were designed to do (that’s the “how”) but it is God who determines why and for what 
larger purpose they do them.”  Discuss: 

•   In what ways is God both ‘natural’ and ‘supernatural?’  

 
2. Review these notes from last Sunday’s sermon in light of the scriptures you’ve just read and     
    discuss the questions that follow: 
 A. Science is concerned with   the ‘how’ of existence while religion is concerned with the ‘why.’ 
 * From this perspective, how are science and religion complimentary rather than in opposition?  Think 
 of some ways to share this concept with someone who thinks science and religion cannot work  
 together.  What things do Christian do that sometimes cripple our witness in this area? 
 
 B.  Non-belief in God needs as much faith as belief. 
 * Do you agree with this statement?  Why or why not?  How do you define ‘faith’ and how does that 
 definition apply here? 
 
 * Look at the quotes from scientists on Page 2 of this guide.  What does Jastow mean when he says 
 ‘theologians have been there all along?’ 
 
Section 3: To take with you… 
1. Read 1 Peter 3:13-16   Share: “We are all called to be witnesses to our faith and to the God we serve.”  

Discuss the following: 
•   What guidelines does Peter offer here for how we do that? Why is it important to do it this way?  
• What does this say to how we in the church should deal with those who oppose or disagree with us?  Why? 
 
2.  Share prayer concerns with the group and close in prayer.  


