
Daily Devotional Readings for October 2, 2022 
 
 

 

Monday, October 3 Read Psalm 65 
This psalm drives home an essential truth that, in our abundance, we often forget: God is the giver of eve-
rything we think we own, and we have done nothing to deserve such blessing.  What does knowing this 
truth do for the psalmist’s outlook and attitude? ____________________________________________ 
What should it do for ours? ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday, October 4 Read Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
At its heart, our sinfulness is evidenced by our dependence and trust in ourselves and our failure to recog-
nize the True source of all that is right and good.  According to the prophet, why do people “wander” from 
God (v. 10& 19)? ________________________________________________________________________ 
What do they look to instead? _____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How do the questions asked in v.22 apply to modern Americans and our ‘idols?’ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, October 5 Read Luke 18:9-14 
To whom does Jesus direct this parable and why is it important that they hear it?  
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Verse 14 uses the term “justified.”  In this context what does it mean to be justified before God and how 
does such justification happen? ____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How is having the same attitude as the tax-collector essential to living as good stewards?  
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How would it shape our stewardship (give some specific examples)?  
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 Lesson #3:    “Molasses in the gas tank 



Thursday, October 6 Read 2 Timothy 4:1-8 
Note the link between being disciples and evangelists in a time when the Word is rejected 
and Paul’s being “poured out.”  What does this say about what it means to live as a Chris-
tian in today’s world? ________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

How are you “poured out” for the sake of the gospel or is it more of an occasional dribble?  Why?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Note that a ‘libation (v.6) is a sacrificial offering to God. See Romans 12:1 for another way to look at this.    
 

Friday, October 7 Read Acts 2:42-47 & Acts 4:32-35 
Among other things, these two snapshots of the early church show us a fellowship that lives into their call-
ing as stewards.  What about their activities shows you they understand that they embody God’s purposes 
and make the best use of God’s resources? ____________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does this say for our church today? _____________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does this scripture say to you personally about your faith? 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, October 8 Read Psalm 84:1-7 
What is the source of joy for you and what feeds and 
nurtures your happiness and contentment?  
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
Meditate a bit on vv.2 & 5.  What do these words mean 
for you, specifically?  Are they true for you?  Why or 
why not? _____________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________  
 Discuss this with God in prayer today. 
 
 

Sunday’s Sermon Notes  
 

2 Timothy 4:1-8                                October 2,  2022 

“Molasses in the Gas Tank” 

 

 

1. How we live as stewards tells the world 
what we believe about God. 

 

 

 

2. The real purpose of good stewardship is 
to glorify God and win souls. 

 

 Molasses in the gas tank 



Using this guide for the “Borrowed Time” series 
 

Before exploring this series with a small group, it needs to be remembered that there are unlike-
ly to be any definitive answers for these questions.  The goal is to be open as a group to possibil-
ities and to encourage one another to more diligently seek God.  Be prepared, in short, to agree 
to disagree!  The group discussion questions are set in two thematic parts and relate both to the 
weekly readings and the sermon notes from Sunday.  If time is an issue, select one question 

from each section and go to the others if time permits. It is better to take the time to discuss a few in depth 
rather than skim over them. 

Small Group Discussion Guide for  
“Molasses in the Gas Tank” 

 
Part 1: We’re Doing Well Enough? 

Read Psalm 65 aloud with the group.  Share the following: “This psalm drives home an essential truth that, in 
our abundance, we often forget: God is the giver of everything we think we own, and we have done nothing 
to deserve such blessing.”  Discuss the following using as many specific examples or experiences as you can. 
• What does knowing this truth do for the psalmist’s outlook and attitude?  
• What should it do for ours?  Why? 
 
Read .Luke 18:9-14.  Discuss the following with your group: 
• To whom does Jesus direct this parable and why is it important that they hear it?   
• Verse 14 uses the term “justified.”  In this context what does it mean to be justified before God and how 

does such justification happen?   
• How is having the same attitude as the tax-collector essential to living as good stewards?  How would it 

shape our stewardship (give some specific examples)?  
• Look at sermon note #1.  What does the Pharisee’s life and actions say about his relationship with God? 
• What are some of the things our actions, priorities, lifestyles and service proclaim to the world about what 

we believe?  Why? 

 
 

Part 2: Purpose Driven 
Read 2 Timothy 4:1-8  Note the link between being disciples and evangelists in a time when the Word is re-
jected and Paul’s being “poured out.”   
• What does this say about what it means to live as a Christian in today’s world? How are you “poured out” 

for the sake of the gospel or is it more of an occasional dribble?  Why? (Note that a ‘libation (v.6) is a sacri-
ficial offering to God. See Romans 12:1 for another way to look at this. )   

 
Read Acts 2:42-47 & Acts 4:32-35 Share: “Among other things, these two snapshots of the early church show 
us a fellowship that lives into their calling as stewards.   
• What about their activities shows you they understand that they embody God’s purposes and make the 

best use of God’s resources?   
• What does this say for our church today?  What does this scripture say to you personally about your faith? 
• Look at Sermon note #2.  How does the way we live and serve fulfill God’s purpose in creating us? 
 
 

 Molasses in the gas tank” 


