
Daily Devotional Readings for September 18, 2022 
 

 

Monday, September 19 Read Psalm 33:12-22 
We often worship a strangely passive notion of God…a god who is not actively involved in every aspect of 
our lives and sits back waiting for us to do something.  Our misunderstanding of our role as stewards is 
rooted in this sort of incorrect notion.  The psalmist knew better.  How do vv.16-17 address this miscon-
ception? _______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
In what do we so often take strength and confidence and why is that a mistake? 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday, September 20 Read Isaiah 1:10-20 
One of the greatest mistakes we make in relating to God, both unconsciously and consciously, is to think 
our actions and gifts either appease or sway God, convincing Him to give us what we want.  Re-read this 
passage and answer: why is that idea a fallacy? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
_ How is our attitude of heart more important to God?  ________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
What is it that God seems to truly despise?  
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, September 21 Read Luke 12:35-48 
Peter’s question in v.41is illustrative in that it seeks to deflect blame and responsibility.  “You can’t possi-
bly be talking about me!”  How does Jesus and answer him and what does this response say to an evalua-
tion of our own personal discipleship and stewardship?  
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does v.48 tie it all together for you? ____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Thursday, September 22 Read 1 Peter 4:1-13 
The real hinge of this section is found in v.10.  Reflect on that verse and then re-read the whole section 
through a few times.  This is about much more than whether we tithe our income!  It is about a total ori-
entation towards life, relationships and goals.  Try reading v.10 in multiple translations (go to biblegate-

 Lesson #1:    “With Great Power Comes... 

                                Comfortable Apathy?” 



way.com for a variety of translations) then answer:  What does it mean to be a steward of 
the manifold grace of God? ___________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 What does this mean for you personally?  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, September 23 Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-13 
A steward not only manages his master’s goods but serves as a representative of the One he serves.  In v.1 
Paul reiterates the description of disciples we explored in yesterday’s reading, but note how he reminds us 
who we don’t serve in v.3.  Why is remembering this important when we organize the use of the time and 
resources at our disposal? __________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
What common human temptations is Paul countering in this passage? Why? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, September 24 Read 1 John 2:15-17 
The reality of life, possessions and faith cannot really be stated much more clearly than here!  If our stew-
ardship of talents, money and material is not about car-
ing for those things (that are, by definition “passing 
away”v.17), how are we to view them? _____________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
Why does God seem to place so much importance on 
how we manage time and money and make use of our 
talents? _______________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
What does this tell us about God and about ourselves? 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

Sunday’s Sermon Notes  
 

Luke 12:35-48                       September 18,  2022 

“With Great Power Comes    
...Comfortable Apathy?” 

 
1.  Being a disciple is rooted in knowing 

ourselves first as stewards. 
 

 

 

2. We are expected to use our gifts and 
blessings to further God’s purposes…
not necessarily our own! 

 With Great Power Comes... 
                                Comfortable Apathy?” 



Using this guide for the “Borrowed Time” series 
 

Before exploring this series with a small group, it needs to be remembered that there are unlike-
ly to be any definitive answers for these questions.  The goal is to be open as a group to possibil-
ities and to encourage one another to more diligently seek God.  Be prepared, in short, to agree 
to disagree!  The group discussion questions are set in two thematic parts and relate both to the 
weekly readings and the sermon notes from Sunday.  If time is an issue, select one question 

from each section and go to the others if time permits. It is better to take the time to discuss a few in depth 
rather than skim over them. 

Small Group Discussion Guide for  
“With Great Power Comes...Comfortable Apathy?” 

 
Part 1: Reality Check 

Read Isaiah 1:10-20 aloud, then share:  One of the greatest mistakes we make in relating to God, both uncon-
sciously and consciously, is to think our actions and gifts either appease or sway God, convincing Him to give 
us what we want.  Re-read this passage and discuss the following:  
 
• Why is that idea a fallacy? How is our attitude of heart more important to God?  What is it that God seems 

to truly despise?  
 
Read 1 John 2:15-17 aloud then share:  The reality of life, possessions and faith cannot really be stated much 
more clearly than here!  If our stewardship of talents, money and material is not about caring for those things 
(that are, by definition “passing away”v.17), how are we to view them? Discuss the following: 
 
• Why does God seem to place so much importance on how we manage time and money and make use of 

our talents?  What does this tell us about God and about ourselves? 
 
• Look at sermon note #1.  Why do we have such difficulty in viewing ourselves as stewards (caretakers of 

God’s possessions)?  What would change in our world view if we truly did?  Why? 

 
Part 2: What Have We Got to be Apathetic About? 

Have someone read Luke 12:35-48 then share: Peter’s question in v.41is illustrative in that it seeks to deflect 
blame and responsibility.  “You can’t possibly be talking about me!” Discuss the following: 
•  How does Jesus and answer him and what does this response say to an evaluation of our own personal 

discipleship and stewardship?  How does v.48 tie it all together for you? 
 
• How does Sermon note #2 relate to the lesson Jesus taught here? How successful are we in living into this 

truth and where specifically do we struggle against it? 
  
Read 1 Peter 4:1-13 and share:  The real hinge of this section is found in v.10.  Reflect on that verse and then 
re-read the whole section through a few times.  This is about much more than whether we tithe our income!  
It is about a total orientation towards life, relationships and goals.     
 
• What does it mean to be a steward of the “manifold grace of God?”  What does this mean for you person-

ally?   

 With Great Power Comes... 
                                Comfortable Apathy?” 


