
Daily Devotional Readings for February 21-26, 2022 
 

 
Monday, February 21 Read Psalm 51 
This psalm is David’s response to his great sin with Bathsheba (2 
Samuel 11).  What are the elements of his confession here and how is 
it more than just “being sorry?” ______________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
While Davis certainly sinned against Uriah, his country and even 
Bathsheba, what does he mean in v.4? _________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
What does this say about the proper understanding of sin as a whole?  
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
It is also important to note that even with this confession, there were 
consequences for David’s actions in the form of the example set for 
his son Absalom who’s arrogance and selfishness shattered the king-
dom (2 Samuel 13-18). How often are our apologies a recognition of 
real wrong doing or an attempt to avoid the consequences? 
_______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday February 22  Read Exodus 20:1-20; Matthew 5:21-42 
Most of us are familiar with the ten commandments but how does Jesus extend and redefine them? ______ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why does he do this rather than allowing us a simpler list of rules (after all, most of us aren’t likely ever to 
murder anyone!)?  Put more broadly, what is the purpose of the Law? ______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How might yesterday’s reading help us answer this? ____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, February 23 Read John 8:1-12 
We can be guilty of expecting a cheap grace if we move right to Jesus’ gracious forgiveness and forget that 
the woman here is guilty of the sin.  Her accusers may be equally guilty (as is whomever she committed 
adultery with!) but there is still no excuse.  How often do we avoid dealing with our own sin by pointing 
out another’s failings or by pleading mitigating circumstances or other excuses? _____________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
How do we balance extending Christ-like grace with accountability for sin both in ourselves and in our 
community? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
What is Jesus’ ultimate goal here? __________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Burning Questions:  
 

Week 5 
 
What is sin and how can we 

determine what things are     

sinful? 

 

Are some sins worse than     

other? 

 

How should we deal with sinful 

people? 

 



Thursday, February 24   Read Romans 1:1-32 
Paul makes it very clear that the root of all sin (not just the specific ones named here) is essentially a worship 
of ourselves and what we want and a rejection of God and God’s ways.  Reflect on v.25 in particular.  What 
does it mean to “worship the creature?” _______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Where do you see this tendency in the culture around you? ________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Where do you see it in yourself? _____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How do you rationalize it to yourself? ________________________________________________________ 
To God? _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Share a prayer of confession with God today. 
 

Friday, February 25 Read 1 John 1:5-10 & 1 John 3:7-9 
At first glance these two passage seem to contradict one another and it has been a source of theological con-
troversy for millennia. The point of both passages does not seem to be saying that any who are "born of 
God" will never sin, but that the product of their lives will be to "produce fruit in keeping with repent-
ance." (see Matthew 3:8) They may sin, but they are saved by genuine repentance such that their lives are 
characterized by righteousness and good fruit, not sin.  How do you reconcile your own sinful tendencies 
with the call to “go and sin no more?” ________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Saturday, February 26 Read Romans 3:9-36 
Quoting Psalm 14 here, Paul reminds us that we are sin-
ners quite unable on our own to keep the Law we’ve 
been given, much less be sinless. How does knowing this 
help us lean more upon Christ? ____________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
How does it help us in dealing with the sins of others?  
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
How does it help us determine what is sin? 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 

Sunday’s Sermon Notes  
 

Romans 1:18-23; 28-32            February 20,  2022 

“I Have Sinned But I Have                               
Several Good Excuses!” 

 
1. The very act of making excuses is rooted in 

our fallen state. 
“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and 

just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unright-

eousness.” -1 John 1:8-9 

 

2. Our source of authority for living must be ei-

ther ourselves or God. 
“They exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped 

and served the creature rather than the Creator.” -Romans 

1:25 

 

3. Because we have received grace, we are called 

to extend it as well so there can be reconciliation. 
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one anoth-

er, as God in Christ has forgiven you.” -Ephesians 4:32 

http://bible.cc/matthew/3-8.htm


Using this guide for the “Burning Questions” series 
 
Before exploring this series with a small group, it needs to be remembered that there are unlikely to be any 
definitive answers for these questions.  The goal is to be open as a group to possibilities and to encourage 
one another to more diligently seek God in such challenging circumstances.  Be prepared, in short, to agree 
to disagree!  As usual, the questions below provide a basic framework but do not rush through them in order 
to finish.  It is better to take the time to discuss a few in depth rather than skim over them. 
 
 

Small Group Discussion Guide for “I Have Sinned But I Have  
                                                                  Several Excellent Excuses!” 

Questions about Sin and Forgiveness 
 
1. Look at the “Questions for Week 5” on page 1 of this study.  Before getting into the scriptures, ask 

your group to share how they would answer these questions and why.  Write down any particular-
ly interesting insights, questions or disagreements and refer back to them as you go through the 
study. Read Psalm 51 aloud and discuss the following: 

 
• What does David mean here when he tells God “against You and You alone have I sinned?” 
 
• For David (and us) what is the ultimate purpose of restitution and reconciliation? 
 
 
 
2. Read Romans 1:1-32 and discuss the questions from Thursday, 2/24.  Then discuss the following: 
 
• Read 1 John 1:8-9.   What are some of the excuses we make for sin in our lives and why are we so ready 

to compare and contrast our sins with those of others?  (Look at Sermon Note #1) 
 
• John Wesley suggested that we “be rigorous in judging ourselves and gracious in judging others.” Why 

might such an attitude be important?  Why do so many people turn this statement around, expecting gra-
ciousness for ourselves but not granting it to others? 

 
• Look at Sermon Note #2.  In reflecting on the passage from Romans as to the nature of sin, how can 

placing emphasis on what we want and we desire be the ultimate root of sin?  Look at Exodus 20:1-6.  
What do the first and second commandments offer to help answer this question? 

 
3. Read John 7:53-8:12 and answer the questions from Wednesday, 2/23.  Discuss the following: 
 
• How did Jesus deal with all the sin in this episode?   What did the crowd want and why?  What did Jesus 

want and why? 
 
• Read Sermon note #3.  What does this suggest about the ultimate goal of Christianity and of our disci-

pleship here on earth?   
 
 


