
Daily Devotional Readings for February 14-19, 2022 
 

 
Monday, February 14 Read Psalm 23 
This is a familiar and comfortable psalm often used at funerals.  What 
in its words do we find comforting when we face death and loss?   
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
What does it tell us about the nature of God and our relationship with 
God? ___________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
While it doesn’t tell us a lot about the nature of “the house of the 
Lord,” what can we confidently surmise about our eternal life with 
God?  __________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday February 15  Read Matthew 22:23-33 
We often confuse ourselves, like the Sadducees here, by trying to 
force a finite, world-centric understanding on the eternal nature and 
reality of God.  Why does Jesus seem to dismiss their questions about 
marriage as irrelevant? ___________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Can you put his answer to them in your own words? ____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Notice the use of the present tense as an explanation in v.32.  What does this say about how we compre-
hend death? ____________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, February 16 Read 1 John 3:1-3 
When we face uncertain futures, it’s all too easy to get bogged down in questions of “what if” or “what 
might be.”  The letters of John are written to the dejected remnant of a church that has split and is facing 
criticism and opposition.  What message does John offer here for dealing with the unknown, including the 
ultimate mystery, death? __________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Given the reading from yesterday, what do you think he means by saying in v.2 “we shall be like (Jesus)?”   
How is this encouraging and comforting? ____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Burning Questions:  
 

Week 4 
 
Why does God allow death to 

occur? 

 

What happens after we die? 

 

Does it matter if our bodies are 

buried or cremated? 



Thursday, February 17   Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-57 
We tend to fear death largely because it is a transition to the unknown and it is ultimately out of our control. 
Here Paul reminds the Corinthians that death is not only a normal aspect of life but that it is necessary to be-
come what God intends us to be.   What does this say about our current, earthly bodies? ________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How can keeping that in mind help us with more important spiritual priorities?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Friday, February 18 Read John 6:35-40 
Certainly in v.35 Jesus is not talking about the needs of our material, earthly bodies.  The passage is an invi-
tation to think beyond the limits of our finite mortality and catch a glimpse of God’s larger, eternal picture. 
What does Jesus say here is the ultimate will and purpose of God, in this case working through Jesus?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does knowing that shape your outlook on daily activities and on the people you deal with daily?  Why? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, February 19 Read Ephesians 2:1-
10 
For Christians true death is not about the cessation of our 
physical bodies.  According to this passage, what does it 
mean to be “dead?” _____________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
Conversely, what does it mean to be truly alive?  
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
How does cultivating this perspective give us hope and 
confidence and help us face the mystery of physical 
death boldly?  _________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 

Sunday’s Sermon Notes  
 

1 Corinthians 15:53-55            February 13,  2022 

“I’m Dead. Now What?” 
 

1. As finite humans we tend to view bodily death 

as the ultimate evil. 
“Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 

ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it 

produces many seeds.” -John 12:24 

 

2. Through Christ, physical death is an access to 

the ultimate fulfillment of our created purpose. 
“Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die,  but we 

will all be changed!” – 1 Corinthians 12:51 

 

3. Christ’s resurrection is proof of ultimate vic-

tory and a pledge towards our own resurrection. 
“For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been 

raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 

you are still in your sins.” – 1 Corinthians 15:16-17  



Using this guide for the “Burning Questions” series 
 
Before exploring this series with a small group, it needs to be remembered that there are unlikely to be any 
definitive answers for these questions.  The goal is to be open as a group to possibilities and to encourage 
one another to more diligently seek God in such challenging circumstances.  Be prepared, in short, to agree 
to disagree!  As usual, the questions below provide a basic framework but do not rush through them in order 
to finish.  It is better to take the time to discuss a few in depth rather than skim over them. 
 
 

Small Group Discussion Guide for “I’m Dead.  Now What?” 
Questions about death and life after death 

 
1. Look at the “Questions for Week 4” on page 1 of this study.  Before getting into the scriptures, ask 

your group to share how they would answer these questions and why.  Write down any particular-
ly interesting insights, questions or disagreements and refer back to them as you go through the 
study. 

 
 
2. Take turns reading through 1 Corinthians 15:12-55.  Refer back to this section as you discuss the 

following questions. 
 
• Sermon note #1 suggested that “as finite humans we tend to view bodily death as the ultimate evil.”  

Do you agree with this statement?  Why or why not?   Look at the passage from John 12 below.  

What does it suggest about how Christian believers understand death? 
 “Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it 

 produces many seeds.” -John 12:24 

 
• Look at Ephesians 2:1-10.  How does this passage suggest we are to understand the true nature of 

death?  How does this differ from the view of the secular world? 
 
 
• Sermon note #2 stated that “through Christ, physical death is an access to the ultimate fulfillment of 

our created purpose.”   From the sections you read in 1 Corinthians 15, how are to understand the 

change that is brought about by death?    

 

 

• Read Matthew 22:23-33.  When we ask about what happens after we die or whether we are in 

heaven immediately, how might Jesus answer based on your understanding of this scripture?  

Why is this important to our discipleship? 

 
 

3. Read Psalm 23 aloud, then say: “This is a familiar and comfortable psalm often used at funerals.”  Dis-
cuss the following:   What in its words do we find comforting when we face death and loss?  What 
does it tell us about the nature of God and our relationship with God?  


